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By John Paquet

Montreal is a sports-minded city
and, when Canada secured its first
major-league baseball franchise, it
was natural that it should go to
Montreal.

Jarry Park, which contained a
lighted baseball diamond and was
located in the northeast section of
the city, with plenty of parking and
readily available to out-of-town fans,
was chosen as the permanent home
of the new club, which was christen-
ed the EXPOS.

From its earliest days, the club
has had the devoted support of the
people of Montreal and vicinity and,
in fact, each morning, from one end
of Canada to the other, baseball fans
turn on their radios to find out how
the Expos did the day before.

Even non-baseball fans enjoy a
visit to Jarry Park because the spec-
tacle of colour and activity starts
nearly an hour before game time and
goes on until the last “out” is called.

Quite naturally, the Cubs, Scouts,
Venturers and Rovers of Quebec like
the Expos, too, and this liking led to
an historic event which took place on
a bright and sunny Sunday in mid-
June this year.

The Expos were playing host to
the powerful Cincinnati Reds and
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over 7,500 members of the Scouting
fraternity were in the stands for
Scout Day at Jarry Park.

Tickets for the big day went on
sale at the Quebec Provincial Coun-
cil's Service Centre two months be-
fore the game date, and the “Sold
Out” sign went up two weeks before
the game. Boys and leaders from all
parts of the province planned to at-
tend and began arriving by chartered
buses and private cars well before
the start of the game at 2 p.m. Many
groups came before lunch and held
group picnics complete with races,
games and lunch in the picnic
grounds just outside the ball park.
Some packs and troops used this
event as the windup of their yearly

activities before summer camp.

It's 1.55 p.m., the bleachers are
packed to overflowing and the main
grandstand is full, as the public-
address announcer asks everyone to
rise and join in the singing of “O,
Canada.” It has never been sung bet-
ter as the 7,500 Scouts, plus the
other 22,000 fans, stand and open
Scout Day with the Expos.

The official ceremonies took place
as Montreal Wolf Cub Kenny Waugh,

accompanied by Geoff Wheatley,
Quebec’s Provincial Commissioner,
threw the first pitch to Montreal cat-
cher Terry Humphrey. It was then
announced that Boy Scouts of
Canada had set arecord by being the
largest single group to visit Jarry
Park in the Expos’ four-year history.

“Ladies and gentlemen, boys and
girls, your Montreal Expos take the
field.” The traditional roar of the
fans greeted every Expo as he ran to
his playing position on the field.
The game was about to begin. Un-
fortunately, this was not to be a good
day for Montreal as the big Red
machine led by Johnny Bench and
Pete Rose took advantage of every
opportunity and defeated the Expos.
About the only thing the packed
house had to cheer was the eighth-
inning home-run by the Expos’ Ken
Singleton.

Throughout the two-and-a-half-
hour game, the Cubs and Scouts kept
the concessions busy as they devour-
ed thousands of hot dogs, chips and
soft drinks. Even though the home
team lost, Scout Day with the Expos
was a loud, fun-filled afternoon for
Quebec Scouts. Just wait ‘til next
year!
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