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Regular readers of The Leader may recall the recently
reported award of the Silver Cross to Patrol Leader Bruce
Doornenbal for prompt rescue action when he saw a car
with an elderly driver rolling into the waters of Buffalo
Lake, Alberta.

This is a situation that might occur to any one of us and,
in the following reprint from Family Safety, a National
Safety Council publication (U.S.A.), we can learn a lot
about escaping from a submerged car.

You might like to spend some time discussing this with
your boys who, in turn can pass the information on to their
families.

Many people have a mistaken notion of what happens
when an auto plunges into water. They visualize it going
under like a submarine in a crash dive. They see them-
selves trapped in a glass and metal cage while murky
waters surge in to engulf them in a watery grave.

In reality, when a car hits the water it usually acts more
like a boat with a leaky bottom. Your chance of escaping
unharmed is much greater than of drowning, and the time
for escape is longer than one might expect. In the Nether-
lands, where canals make car submersions an everyday
occurrence, fewer than 10 per cent of the motorists in-
volved drown.

Tests in that country and the United States reveal the
sequence of events when a car goes into water, and clarify
what steps should be taken to escape.

The Duteh Institute for Road Safety Research found that
no matter how a car enters the water, it usually returns to
an approximately horizontal floating position after the
initial plunge. Although cars have been known to sink in
seconds, they usually float for at least two or three minutes
— time enough to get out.

That is, if you keep your wits about you. Panic must be
controlled. A driver who has been drinking may not be
sufficiently alert to escape.

Wear your safety belt

Obviously, a person injured from the impact of the car

hntmg the water or from a prior coutsaon may not be: ble

survival than the risk of being immobiliz
when unbelted.
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quickly slow as the water level inside approaches that
outside.

What happens if your windows are jammed shut?

Cars with all windows closed will float longer because
the confined air acts like an innertube. During this time,
you may be able to force out the windshield or break the
tempered glass in the side or rear windows with a sharp
blow by a pointed tool.

If that doesn’t work, you have no alternative but to wait
until the car fills to the point where water pressure on the
doors is equalized.

In most cases, the front end, pulled down by the weight
of the engine, will sink first. For this reason you should
move to the rear of the car. Here, you may be lucky enough
to get out of a rear door if one is free of water pressure at
the moment the car tilts forward. In the rear, you will also
be able to take advantage of the air bubble which some-
times forms at the highest point of the passenger com-
partment. As the car goes under, this bubble may be
momentarily displaced into the trunk, but as the car settles
on the bottom, usually in an upright position, the air will
reposition itself under the roof.

As soon as the water inside the car reaches the top of a
door, it should be possible to open it and escape to the
surface. All that may sound difficult, but hundreds of
Dutch motorists who practised in a simulated car body
could do it.

Finally we come to the toughest exit of all — when
neither windows nor doors will open. This can happen in
the rare cases when a car sinks into muck or debris that
wedges doors shut.

Are you a goner? No, there are still ways to get out.
That's assuming that a bubble of air is present for you to
breathe. In an underwater test, a car with windows and
doors closed retained sufficient air to sustain life for an
hour. While you can’t count on this happening, people
have survived for up to 20 minutes.

If you are ever unfortunate enough to be trapped in a
submerged car youshould turn. o the rlghls —if you can
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Not all those who'go down to the sea in cars have to get
ouLihemSelves“M’any submerged car accidents occur in

such as-those around-the brake nd accelerator pedals”™ poplﬂous areas where rescuers are at hand. And happily,

roll down a window and abandon ship. Even power
windows may still be operable’ since a car electncal
system does not short out instantly.

If the car already has sunk to the window levet water
‘may come surging in as the window is lowered. Although it
is smpossmle to move against this torrent, the flow will

most cars don’t go down in deep water.

Finally, if you chance upon a sinking car in your travels.
use your ingenuity to rescue the occupants. One Midwest
motorist, seeing a car about to disappear in the water,
rescued the driver by using the only thing at hand to crack
out a rear window. His shoe. X
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Extra Cash
Bonus!

For your top salesmen, or more profits for
your treasury. When you order 40 cases or
more of our Sylvania Soft White Plus Light
Bulbs, you receive an ADDITIONAL $4.00
PER CASE CASH BONUS for each case
ordered! This makes your profit higher than
with any other company in Canada! Special
offer good until December 31, 1978.










