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Thoughts on Camping
{adapted from the Scouter’s Five Minutes, and
from B.-P.’s Outlook. ) '

Have you ever thought how a camp helps
your boys to practise living the Scout law?

' For example, trustworthiness. There's hard-
ly any place where things are as open and
available as a camp, if a fellow wanted to steal.
But somehow the camp atmosphere helps a
Scout 1o be trustworthy.

A Scout demonstrates loyalty every time the
flag is lowered at camp. And where else offers
as many opportunities for him to be helpful?
Other Scouts need help on achievements; new
campers need encouragement; some boys
need a lift here and there. .

‘How about friendliness? Well, every once in
a while a fellow in camp-needs a friend — the
kind of friend his fellow Scouts can be to him.

A Scout finds chances to be courteous any
time, anywhere. At camp there are chances to
be kind to animals. And courtesy is involvedin
‘treating the outdoors and the campsite with
respect.

Obedience isimportantin many camp activi-
ties; swimming, boating, canoeing.

Finally, there's no place like camp to bring
out-the cheerful spirits of boys.

B.-P. summarized the values of camping
when he said, “It is in camp that the Scout-
master has his opportunity for inculcating
under pleasant means the four main points of
training; character, service for others, skill and
bodily ‘heallh. But beside all, ‘it is his golden
chance to bring the boy to God through the
direct appeal of Nature’ and her store of
wonders.”

Scouter's Five Minutes — page 483  Mar '81

& The Hand Thermometer enables yolto try
on your campfire, recipes which specify a
cooking temperature. Of course, the secret of
any campfire cooking is to try and maintain
steadily glowing coals, but once you have your
fire in this state, you can gauge its approxi-
mate temperature by using your-hand.

Hold. your bare hand over the coals and
count off seconds (“1 and 2 and-3..."). Your
temperature quide is the number of seconds
you can stand to hold your hand over the fire.

—If you have to.remove your hand between
four and five seconds, you have low heat
(about 150 degrees C.).

—If you remove your hand between three
and four seconds, you have medium heat
(about 175 degrees C.). _

—I1f you must remove your hand before you
can count to three seconds, you have high
heat (200 degrees C.).

To find the temperature you want, raise or
lower your hand and you will know where to
set your cooking utensil. No matter what you
are cooking, the results will be more consis-
tent if you maintain-an even or near-even heat.
And, by using your hand thermometer, you will
assure that your meal cooks at the rate which
will produce the tastiest results every time.

(Thanks to Scouting in New South Wales for
this hint.)

Hints — page 607 March '81
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