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CANOE CAMPING IN THE ADIRONDACKS

by R. Chubb and B. Baldry

One of the remarkable strengths of
Scouting is that the diversity of train-
ing it provides allows you to take ad-
vantage of a wide range of exciting
“boy-appeal” activities which have
the added benefit of being very en-
joyable for the leaders.

This is certainly true of a canoe
camping experience, which could
have been invented purely for Scouts,
so well does it involve the skills and
character-training cultivated in the
movement. For the third consecutive
year, 27 boys, parents and leaders of
the Fairview Centennial Scout Troop,
from Montreal's West Island, benefit-
ed from this experience as they took
up packs and paddles and traced a
leisurely five day canoe camping trip
inthe Adirondack region of New York
State.

Qur trip took us to the Saranac area,
which has the attraction of a system
of fairly isolated lakes and rivers suit-
able for relatively inexperienced ca-
noeists. It also features "Adirondack
lean-to’s” to use in wet weather or
simply for sleeping out just for the fun
of it.

Like most Scouting activities, the
trip started long before we actually
left Montreal. We had a host of things
to do, not the least of which was to
obtain an out-of-province travel per-
mit from the Quebec council. Prepa-
ration was considerably eased by the
boys themselves. They planned the
menu, formed individual crews by
cross-matching choices made by
each boy, checked tents and other
equipment, and helped buy all the
supplies.

Our plan was to operate in nine
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It was with a reassuring sense of
preparedness that our expedition left
Montreal, headed for Fish Creek
Pond in the Saranac Lake area. We'd
rented nine 16 ft. Grumman alumi-
num canoes from an outfitter who,
after fitting everyone with correctly
sized lifejackets and a paddle, oblig-
ingly delivered them to our departure
point at State Bridge.

In high spirits under sunny skies,
our flotilla nosed out to the waters of
Lower Saranac Lake toward our first
campsite, about two miles away. This
short trip provided a shakedown for
our buddy-canoe system and also
proved that canoes do not go too well
when sitting on top of submerged
rocks!

Under a camp theme of Scouting
with B.-P., all crew chiefs kept a look-
out for Scouting spirit and canoeing
and camping skills. We told the boys
we intended to award a trophy to the
crew who best displayed this spirit
throughoutthe trip, and the challenge
led to keen competition.

Portage

A canoe camping experience...could have been invented
purely for Scouts, so well does it involve the skills and
character-training cultivated in the movement.
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