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hen scrambling up a rock face, climbers use specific terms to clarify
their needs or warnings. Here are some.

Belayer: A belayer is a climber holding the safety rope at the bottom
of the hill. Before the ascent, the belayer helps check that the
harness is properly secured.

“Slack!” Means the climber wants some slack in the rope.
“Tension!” Means the climber wants more tension in the rope.

“Falling!” A climber calls this out if he or she is falling. It warns
the belayer to take up any slack on the safety rope.

“Rock!” Anyone seeing a falling rock yells out this warning.

“Rope!” This warning from climbers at the top of the cliff tells
those at the bottom that a rope is coming down.

A typical pre-climb conversation should sound like this:

Climber: “On belay!”
Meaning: The climber is asking the belayer if he or she is ready.

b s

Belayer: “Belay on!”
Meaning: T'm ready for you to
start climbing now.

Climber: “Ready to climb!”
Belayer: “Climb on!” =
Climber: “Climbing!” o'}
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A fire breaks out in the meeti

Your group is trying to decid:

where to go for supper:

Harvey’s or McDonalds.

A member falls and scrapes h

while playing floor hockey.

Should the spring camp be cz

because of heavy rain?

You .don’t have enough seatbelts in cars
members to an outing. Should you canc
A canoe tips over in the middle of rapi
Should your Scouts go on a btkmg trip
or backpacking

The lights go ¢
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Navigational Fun

Looking for something really new
in the area of navigation? Try “Geo-
caching.”

What is it?

“Geo" stands for geography and
“Caching” for the process of hiding a
cache. (A cache in hiking/camping
. terms refers to a place where you con-
ceal or store provisions.)

This is an entertaining game for
those who have Global Positioning Sys-
tems (GPS). Basically, individuals or
groups set up caches all over the place
and share the locations of their caches
on the Internet. Then, anyone who us-

es a GPS can use the coordinates to
find these caches. Once found, partici-
pants usually write in a log book con-
tained in the cache, and sometimes
find small rewards as well. Check out
this site on the web for many - yes
many — caches which are already hid-
den throughout Canada: www.geo-
caching.com.

If you're hoping to learn to use a
GPS, many sites will explain how they
work. For a simple tutorial, surf to:
www.trimble.com/gps/. Or, you could
look in the Fieldbook for Canadian
Scouting.
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A HERITAN LEATHER ;

& CRAFT SUPPLIES
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1-800-387-9815 (fax) 705-721-1226
WWW.HERITAN.COM
leather@heritan.com













Organize a joke night and then tell us

all about it, including the jokes. Did you
play games that tie into jokes? We'll
publish your article.
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