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Upper Norwood,
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EDI TORI AL

Here is the first quarterly newsletter. Preserve it. In years to
cone it will gain curious appeal to collectors.

During each year the aimis to include Guild news and busi ness -
menbers' letters - knotting tuition, both basic and advanced - useful
tips or tricks of the trade - sources of materials - book reviews an
exchange and mart for members' hoping to swap or sell anythi ng concerned
wi th knotting or ropework generally - odd fragnments of know edge which
add to the lure and | ore of knotting - profiles of menbers - information
for collectors of tools, books, etc. - puzzles -nmaybe conpetitions -
i nstuction in howto draw knots - advertisenents for anything of use
to menbers in connection with the Guild - and so on.

The Quild dates from an inaugural neeting of 25 individuals
aboard the Maritime Trust's vessel R R S. 'Discovery' berthed in St.
Katharine's Dock in the | ee of Tower Bridge, on April, 17th. 1982. It
was a sunny Sat urday afternoon and t he gat hering was captured in a group
phot ograph taken by a M. H TCH

The founder nmenbers able to be present on that day were Dr. Harry
ASHER, M. Roy E. BAIL, M. C.G BELLINGHAM M. Geoffrey BUDWORTH,
John CONSTABLE, M. Bernard J. CUTBUSH, M's. Anne DEVI NE,

Ron W EVANS, M. Sid EVANS, M. Eric FRANKLIN, M. Frank HARRI S,
John HAWES, M. Paul HERBERT, Dr. Edward HUNTER, M ss. Jill JENNER,
Al bert KIRBY, M. Allan McDOMLL, M. Desnond MANDEVI LLE,
Graham MOTT, M. Des PAWSON, M's. Liz PAWSON, M. Dougl as PROBERT,
W Ettrick THOVMSON, M. Don WOODS and M. Quinton W NCH.

s335%3

Two further individuals, keen to be present at that neeting but
prevent ed by di stance, who had expressed the wi sh to be involved from
the outset were M. Robert CHI SNALL of Kingston, Ontario, Canada, and
M. Charles H S. THOVASON of Queensl and, Australi a.

The idea for a knotting association of some kind grew fromthe
contact between two people. Des PAWSON was a retail nmanager for a | arge
stationery firmbased in Ipswich and al so no nmean knot craftsman.
Geof frey BUDWORTH was a Metropolitan Police Inspector and knotting
consultant. Des first wote to Geoff on 8-10-78. They net before the

mont h was over, and - if it was not mentioned then - the idea of
contacting other knotting enthusiasts WAS raised by Des in a letter
dated July, 1980, when he pressed for a suitable venue.. .and suggested

the Maritime Trust. Even then, 1981 went by wi thout further
devel opnent; and this is a source of regret to themboth as it was the
centenary of Clifford W Ashley's birth.

(n.b. author of 'The Ashley Book of Knots')



So, 1982 saw the creation of the I.&K T. It was also the year
when Pope John Paul 11 visited the United Kingdom when Prince WIIliam
of hal es was born; when Connors beat MEnroe at W nbl edon, and Spurs
won the F. A. Cup at Wenbley. And as the Guild's founders assenbl ed on
t he upper deck of 'Discovery' for their photograph, the ship was flying
the ensign of a Royal Research Ship - defaced by the badge of the
Fal kl and I sl ands - above her port of registry, Port

Stanley. lronically, within weeks the 'Fal klands crisis' was to
deteriorate into armed conflict between Great Britain and Argentina,
for 1982 was al so the year of the Fal kl ands war.

A steering conmittee was appoi nted and net on May 15th. 1982, to
agree a nane, constitutional rules and nmenbership conditions, arid
these were confirmed by a postal ballot on July 17th. 1982.

Menmber ship has grown fromthe original 25+2 and is now 45, with
representatives in the U S. A, Canada, Australia, Asia and Europe. The
GQuild's menmbers will keep in touch through newsletters and a coupl e of
meetings a year; although it is hoped regional groups will formand get
toget her nore frequently.

Now, an all-out recruiting drive is called for. Display a
handbill in your local library showing yourself as the |oca
representative. If you travel, distribute handbills along the way with
the Hon. Secretary's address. Secure space in your |ocal paper; chat
on local radio or T.V. if you can. Spread the news about the |I.G.K T.
It really is the nbst exciting prospect since the Ashl ey Book of Knots.

- - - 00 - - -
BOOKS
KNOTS, SPLI CES & FANCYWORK, by Chas. L. Spencer, pub. by Brown, Son &
Ferguson Ltd. (1934), and reprinted every few years right up to the
present day. Although dated by the text and illustrations with a not
unpl easant aura of sailing ships and riggers |ong-gone, it remuins a
met hodi cal and easily understood treatnment of basic and some fancy
knotting, splicing, |ashings, seizings and whi ppi ngs, bl ocks-and-
tackl es, pointing and grafting, plaiting, Turk's heads...even wire
rope. This conprehensive book started off many an I. G K T. nenber off
on. a deeper look into knotting and is highly recommended

KNOTS USEFUL AND ORNANENTAL, by George Russell Shaw, pub. by Bonanza
Books, New York (1924 and 1933). You need to enlist the help of a deal er
i n second- hand books to track down this collector's itemfor you since
it's long out of print. It won't cost a lot but you'll value it. 193
pages of the author's sketches and a sparse text show you how to tie
all kinds of knots. It pre-dates Ashley and portrays a |lot of work
generally assuned to originate with him

Knotting books may be found in better book shops under
"Maritinme', 'Hobbies & Crafts’', 'Leisure' and - of course - 'Boating
; and al so in yacht and boat stores. Second-hand book shops al so keep
them So do Scout shops. But also | ook on the 'Magic' shelf for books
on con- jurors' rope tricks; "angling' for fishermen's knots; even a
book on poaching or falconry will depict a knot or two. University book
shops wi || have works on 'topography' , a sort of 3-di nensional geonetry
which | eads to an esoteric discussion of 'knot theory' for those
.G K T. nmenbers whose math's is uptoit. Meanwhile, nmenbers with nore
t han one copy of a publicationw |l usually sell or swap the spare copy.
Use the newsletter to |l et us know what you have or need



C
D

& Whipping info L x25ft (73 m) strands.
— lurk's head
PREPARATION
i) Middle The 25 £ strands.

Making a. LANYARD

LENGTH

AteB and B th C are
approximalely the same —
abouls 17 iruches (& 42 em)
A T D is approxi

36 inches (= 91 om)

OR AToD s the distance
from the back of the neck.
To the down- stretched hand
OR,if Dis ﬁ'ueaxied,t}ww:gh.
A, then A% C wdl g

MATERIAL

Peacoks chalk line —
“PLATERS” size — soldwn
%0 ft hanks,if oblainoble,
or SUYbL,{,a_Y collon (Pre)’e,rabg)
or nylon lne..

AMOUNT
100 fee (30%m) divuded

(i) “Hank” the L sbrands ol

one end.
(iii) AT the other end., hank. two single strands
separalely, and one paw of srands toﬂdj’w,

as WuwsCrated.

STAGE |
Knotling ¢s starled
al ponl A (Fuj 1),
which s the bm;kof*
the “neck”
Proceed. Lo poink B with
Bosurss Plait and-
ng. Rolling Bosun allernalely,
wsing the two single and,
one double strands.
Wher ponl B s reached,
wnlie the tvaorax_y
oVerhand kndl ab A and. prepare the. strands
os uu PREPARATION (iii). Complele. the other side.
of the neck To B, matching the pallern.as you
g0.

easly round the walst— (b)

(Reproduced with kind
permission of I.G.K.T.
member Miss Jill Jenmner)

Bosurvs Plail

Sty Fig. 2. () Secwre the overhand. knot
(A) to a suitable -ftrm, objecL.

ih) Secure the Two strands (¢) Lo your
wailst. This is the CORe — and L is
imporTanl that L should always be
TAUT and nol Twisled while workbnﬂ
withe strands (@) and (b).

D) Lu.ﬂ(a.) n)’oss the. core fror\t)
A Left to right.
Fl,g % J

Bring (b)down,
ouiﬁ ((a.))) and.
pass L behund
the core,
@ comu
Chroughe
@ ﬁu\floop ‘FoLr‘r”;\edz
by (&), as in
(©) Fig: 3.
Tighten. the knol by pulling firmly
and edenly - Fig 4. _
A Repeal {rom. the other dureclion,
passing () over the core
from right to Left, brmﬂmg
(b) over (o), behind Uthe core,
and up through (a)s Loop,
(by bul on the other side.

—AX

& B ol
Core l A Y P ng
() th’m/lyar\xl/
Y/ edenly.
Fig. 6 Does fig-b

© remind. you of Somcdulng?
Repeal these Two knots unfil You, howe
compleled 2 ins (5 em) of ‘plait’, which
wul Look like fig7, but tighter.
Remember -

KEEP THe cOoReE TAUT
arnd. UNTWISTED.

Like people, no two lanyards
are really wWenbicalk.

Place each knol with care.




Rolling Rosun
This knot is sumidor to Bosun's plaits”
but instead of to.}«u\ﬂ lefc and rugh/t—
strands across the core a,UZe,rrwIely you
work from the lefc (or the right) edery
time., dep on whether
you, want o left or a right
sPLraL

The SPu’mL occwrs nalur-

ally, so do not force it.
Just turn your work as

The core twists wlth
the Twrns, and in facl
Us uwisible when cach
knol ts pulled, quhL'

Conlunue. wilhy thus Iuwt for 12" (L em),
Then allernale wikf 15" of Bosun's plaut

and, [2"of Rolling Bosur, Fule Times.
This wul bring youwTo B (Fig 1)

Go back To A, (?Lgs | and.3) and repeal

The operaDArb Chus compleling the “neck’
care to malch the Two sides, aruL
]Cm/ush,wug wh the PL(ut"

( W STAGE i

Now brm,g 4 sTrands ?romthe_
Left of neck L’o joun 4 strands
from, r\,gh,t of necle oL B.

. Work.t
erN) er.m R
5106 and () \ /
CO(L —_,_,_:_:=¢_——_{_
L
(m\.(b)% @, (b) / B)\
ond. and. war

Core. tore (;Jorkuua slrand.
L (o) R(b)

Honk each strand s eparalely.
Work paurs as {oufows -

Lo L(a) wdh R(b) 3 (ore L
2. L(b) whh R(a) 4  Core R

Alternale half-hitches

B - make secure to
table or chair

Fig 1 Make o stmple half - hiteh
with (@) over (b) — UsING
@ ® the LEFT hand .
fold (b) Taul with RIGHT
| hand. as in Fig. Il
TighTen (@) on (b).

Figl2  Holding (o) taul with the.
K LEFT hand., make o half-
hatich wth (by oVer (), us using
the K\GHT haxui, é)\;/{hm,g

413

“ 13,
Contuue. wor

g{ wodjr\, left a(;)uci), %

Fyq.13 ‘ hands al&xr»a?&l,y

/ osun's plas Repeal for
6 % ° plasl P other—
Half - halehes three pairs
of sGrand.s
Fig 14
/ 8 slrands, hanked. separalely
STAGE

Bri tdlr\,e/rﬂ\/&gs le hanks
Mretmghani\ﬁw "

m uv A4 paurs.
“U(b) The slrands wil be of

var ths
b Luty %ML%%

em.,

Yow.awre now ready fov

@) the double crownung plaat,

AT ths slage. L might be a. good udea
o praclise with 4 single shands, maki
o ' SINGLE CROWNING PLAIT”. (sewu:g

&y Pl each end. v)en,gy‘

@)

@)
'FLS b (w) (a)
© [ fg ()

by



Double. Crowning

s simular To sugle Crowning , worky
The two slrands as one. Take core o
lay the strands side by side, witheul
Crossing
@

Work as {rouvowS:—
(i) Make a loop
with @), passing
the end over (b)
4 (i) Make a Loop

5 O .
~¢ wdh (), passin

« . o the end, (E\)cr (3
_ (i) Make @ loop
tig. 17 ) with (o), pa,ss'm,g

the end over (d).

V) Make o loop with. (d), passing the end_
down thuough the first Loep, made wui ().

Each crown ts thus made clockuwise .

\)OILOD.OM“ Douwble Sqrwa, Crown.ifi_,q

s made by workung clockwise and

anlu - clockuwise allernalely. (Fig 18)

a N

(_roww.
Round a Core

Four st

UB[L steands
form o crown round.
o core of 4 slrands,
as uL Fiq 19.

7/

fiq 18

Sauare Crownixug
round. a Core

The four sungle~
sCrands are knotled.
dockuwise and
andli - dlockotu Lse

Confinue the CROWNING For 3" (T4em)

‘ Core
—

fig.19

STALE |V

Choose the longest strand. available and.
use the other seden strands as the core.

NoTe = If W s necessary to replace. o‘too-
short’ strand a new end may be inserted
v the core during the next kndt.

L

_ wor k\-nﬁ S[ra.nd,

o'oj el

Core of
7 strands

Fix .
: This knelis a sun.PLe.—a'
®) half - hilch, repealed..
—_— Wor f SG’M\A«
c kwg D,ghlme,d.
Hold

Like the Rolling Boswr, thisknot wll
WANT 1o Twist. .. so Let 1L !

Like most ‘sumple’ knols,
L may prove ‘dufflewd .
Pull each kol evenily,
and Twisl the core as

F;j'u" ‘ }

yow worke .
x | :
Hold Contirune.  the—
lqwt Sfor 3or L
Fig. 22 uches (75-10em)
STAGE V
R&-%E - you, hade wsed. ﬁw%Upu)lﬂﬂF
Bosurvs Plal } Neck bi,sht
Kou,'u\,_g Boswr

9t 10 ins

Crowning (any Variely) [(22-25 cm.)

Qr@PeOLmL
The next plarl wul need To be aboul
Il nches (35cm), allowng 4" (10 em) for
The Pmkn.l.fe, Loop.'
It is wswal for @ lanyard. to Laper from
B o C (See Hq ) and the nexC knot,
though. using 8 strands, (s a slender,
pliable sennil.

Youw may now uwndo odl e hanks and
cll the sCrands eendy. 30 to 36 inches

Albernale. half- des}

(76 % 90 om) are now needed, for workinq.
—~— Ser Stage IV Nole aboul replacemenls.



' ! wmtﬂm htstrand.s
i\ ups of four.

ol At w,oh,s e_ sCrands

' N\ on the. Left will velwrm

g/ T the Left and. those

on the right wil
srg-P retwn to the right,

Hold a, b, ¢, d in left hand oand p,q.1,s

uu right hand..
. -Fn,ﬁQ.l{y(m) Pass a. behind b,c,d
7 ard. s, r and rebum, to
Ws own sude below d .
j w0 24 (b

Now pass p

belund. g, r s and
a,d, and relurn to
Ws own side below s.

Repeak these strand. movements —
() ) passing b. behind ¢, d, o and p,s, an_ol,
refurming To Ws own sude below a.

(i) passing g behund. 1,5, p and b, a, and
returning to s own side below p- The
plaul’ wull appear as uL

Fig- 2 Fig 25 on 4 sudes.
WARNING !

& Beware of Crossing
b \ P the strands.

/ V4 Infig 25, note

£ that” a. (s the.

s. next strand. o
be used and & will. come up belween the

middle pair onv the right, namely r q,
before returning Lo the Left below

STAGE VI

When yow hade completed /" (35 em)
of square sennil, bend the plail toform a

. buht « proxuna.teLLquLs,
//., gl ap

/ (5 em. from CtoD.

& The working strands atC
Stands C wll now be secured

o wh a “West Counlry”
— thPng As yow
proceed, cul away the

D strands, one b3 one.

(West Coun,tru Whipping

~ Use elther -
(i) 2 of the working strands
or (i) o fresh sbrand.,
ond. Uie MO\)erhm,d krw'C.

Make a similar knet
behind., thx;n,m,fronx
aoa,wu and. confnue

'{’OY Q.bOU.Iz l )_x.f.m
which Time akl stmis
shouwld. be cul oway .

Be careful To
L1
27@ )

osion
‘ EescangP

l-/\‘V'-Y

STACGE VI

A Turk's head should. be placed wherever

Needed — possibly at B and C.

The Turk’s Head. .
A)o;g:\,g

Lo:y each knot (o
the method uwsed. for
the furst knol each Time .

Firwsh with a ree.f knst

x 9

{T‘ Fug. 28 (b) -

R ' 2%(a)

Standing end
Fig 230) shows o differenl view, withe the
knot Turned, so thal the loops x,y, are on. top.

fig 29

Lift loop x over loop y and
Lead. the working strand.

(w) oler x and down
Chrough the ‘hole’ and
uder y-

Turn the knot towards
you, ond pass The_ work-
ing strand lo The rightC
as showr uu Flﬁ 30.

Turre the knot a.ga,i.n,,' and w

W will be seeru That The

working end. (W), and

the standing end (s) are

now parallel. The knot s fy 3l
Ls now complete .

The knot may be doubled and then
Trebled b thuws making

oLLowu? round,
a Turk's ‘Heo,d, of three parls and 4 Lurns.

Ifthe knot s too loose, storl ot s and follces

rewnd | 'C%Wte_m}wﬂ as yow go. OMR_

©



AMBI TI QUS JI MW HI CKS, by John Masefield (1878 - 1967)

Y I made a spring, slipped, steadied nyself, cast the painter
around t he noori ng hook, and made the boat fast. "A round turn and two
hal f hitches,” | murmured, as | passed the turns, "and a third half
hitch for luck." "Come off with your third half hitch," said one of the
sailors. "You and your three half hitches. You' re |like Jinmmy Hicks, the
come-day go-day. You want to do too nmuch you do. You'd go dry the kee
with a towel, wouldn't you, rather than take a caul k? Come off wth
your third half hitch."

"Well, of all the red-headed anbitious fellies | think Jinmmy
Hi cks was the worst .... ,He wasn't never happy unless he was putting
whi ppi ng on ropes' ends, or pointing the top-gallant and roya
braces..... Al ways doi ng something..... Al ways doing nore than his
pi ece..... If he was told to whip a rope, he pointed it and gave it a
rub of slush and Flem sh-coiled it..... You want to be warned by
him....You hear the terrible end he cone to..... So as they was comni ng
home they got caught in a cyclone off the Mauritius..... So it was al
hands to the punps..... By and by the punps choked. .. .. "Lively there,"
says the mate, "Up there one of you with a block. Qut to the mainyard
armand rig a tackle. Lively now. ...She's settling under us." So Ji my
Hi cks seizes a tackle and they hook it onto the | ongboat, and Ji ny
nips into the rigging with one of the blocks in his hand. And they cl ear
it awmay to himas he goes. And she was settling |ike a stone all the
time. "Look slippy there, your" cries the mate, as Jimmy | ays out on
the yard. For the sea was crawling across the deck. It was time to be
gone out of that."

"And Jimy gets to the yard-arm and he takes a round turn with
his |l ashing, and he nakes a half hitch, and he nakes a second half
hitch. "Yard arm there!" hails the mate. "May we hoist away?" "Hold

on," says Jimy, "till | make her fast," he says. And just as he nmakes
his third half hitch and yells to themto sway away - ker-woosh! there
cones a great green sea. And down they all go..... Al'l the whol e | ot of

them And all because he would wait to take the third half hitch. So
you be warned by Jimry Hicks, my son. And don't you be neither red-
headed nor ambitious."

(MORAL: Al ways use the sinplest knot that will do the job. Ed.)

-- - 000 - - -

ROPEWORK SI GNATURES, by ' Cy Canute

Can you recogni se your own ropework if it is presented to you
years |later? Can other people? Artists sign their paintains. So how
could we put our personal signatures into every piece of knotwork? A
friend once put his name and address and the date on a typewitten slip
of paper inside a bellrope hetied. It was a whi nmsi cal gesture, because
his particulars would only be discovered if the bellrope was untied.
Shoul d we stitch our initials on afterwards? Or insert during the tying
process some code of hitches peculiar just to our own knotting?

Qur work shoul dn't be anonynous. Miuch of it will outlast us, to
acquire antique value in future years. If only it was identifiable. |
can i magine an art critic scrutinising a piece of old knot work. "Umm
Let nme see. Ah, yes! The work of Jack Fidspi ke, | do believe. Look, you
can see the curious irregularities in the over-under sequence of the
Turk's Heads. That was his trademark (although there were his
detractors, now happily discredited, who clained he'd



Never |earned to tie themcorrectly). This would have been during his
expl oratory white cotton period when he was living in a flat in
Wal worth. OF course he really came to prom nence | ater, when he noved
to a craft comune in a disused Rotherhithe warehouse, and began
creating definitive contenporary statements in orange polypropylene."
Seriously, if anyone decides to mark their work in any way, your
Hon. Secretary will be pleased to maintain a register of such marks.
The information will then be available to identify the originator of a
particul ar pi ece of knotwork; and any subsequent request to register

simlar marking will be informed that it is already in use and the
menber will be advised to seek an alternative.
- - - 00 - - -
QUOTATI ON
R he would lie in bed all norning..... practising knots with the

cord he kept by his bedside..... '

the character ' Steerpi ke from' GORVENGHAST by Mervyn Peake, pub. by
Eyre & Spottiswoode, London (1950)

- - - 000 - - -

AFRI CAN BRACELET

During 1961, a nunber of Metropolitan Police Oficers were
seconded to Nyasal and. One of them a Sergeant from Thanes Division
(London's River Police), returned wearing the bracel et shown bel ow. It
was tied directly onto his wist by a native servant and couldn't be
renoved as sliding the knots apart tightened it nore. The el ephant charm
was carved froma fragnent of tusk ivory-, and the bracelet tied in a
coarse, plastic-like, hair fromthe animal's tail

”"—H:l—(:i-(-\l-(\ (= EaEaE=
CL SESESESSNY . EEEE A

—_—
LETTERS
Dear Ceoffrey,

So nice to hear fromyou again - | hope all is well. As nuch as
I would |like to attend, it won't be practicable for me to be present
at the April neeting. | amgreatly in favour of formng a club or

associ ation, and once things get under way sure | can interest others
inthis area (nanely Ontario, and perhaps a bit further). If | can help
in any way, please let nme know, |'d be happy to contribute what | can
to the newsletter.

"Il get this note into the mail as quickly as possible, |eaving
news and other itens for a later and longer letter. Best of luck with
the neeting - greetings to fellow 'Knot Tiers'.

Your friend, Rob (Robert Chisnall)
Ki ngston, Ontario, Canada.



Dear GCeoffrey,

You can certainly put me down as a nmenber!....Now for the amazing
paral l el s that have taken place....|l have been a nenber of MENSA since
1969....of the 46,592 American nenbers..... only 15 cl ai med an interest

inropework. This letter is typed on the back of' the same nmessage t hat
| sent to the other 14 ropeworkers last April 15th. Each letter also
cont ai ned a Theodore knot that | tyed in sone nylon cord.

To date only 4 of the 14 have answered ny letter. These four were

all supportive of my goals. I will send all four of thema xerox copy
of your letter and perhaps they may choose to contact you directly about
menbership..... It is nost interesting that | mailed nmy "fleet"” of

letters on April 15th. and your neeting took place on April 17th. |

| ook forward to hearing about the progress of the Guild.

June 5, 1982 Best regards, Frederick D. Browne,
Canbridge, MA., U S A

An QOpen Letter to Mensa Knot Tyers April, 15, 1982

| just received ny copy of the 1981-82 American Mensa Regi ster
The Regi ster lists 15 people, including nyself, who are interested in
rope work. The purpose of this open letter is to ascertain if any of
ny fellow knot tyers have any plans in notion that are parallel to
m ne.

| became virtually a fanatic about knots around 1940 when | was
first exposed to shoe laces. By the tine | entered the first grade, |
knew hundreds of knots frommenory. By pestering every person | nmet to
show me new knots, mny collection grew over the years. While visiting
New Mexi co in 1952, a cowboy named Law ence Sanchez showed ne the knot
that is enclosed with this letter. Afewyears after that, | bought ny
first copy of Ashley's book and | earned that Sanchez had tol d nme about
t he "Theodore" knot.

Over the years | have attenpted to purchase every book on knots
and ropes that | could |ocate and now the collection is fairly
extensive. When | first noved to Massachusetts in 1963, | visited the
whal i ng museuns i n New Bedf ord and Nantucket to | earn about new knots.
I found that ny collection was nore conpl ete than those of the nuseuns.

It became clear to ne in 1963 that if a nuseum did not have a
staff person who was naturally interested in knots, it would be futile
towill my knot books to a nmuseum because they would nmerely be put on
a back shelf and never heard of again. | have been trying since 1963
to find several people younger than nyself to serve as custodi ans of
the rope lore that | have | earned over the years. None of the younger
menbers of ny fam |y have any interest in knots nor do any of ny friends
know of any younger people who seemto be interested in knots.

I am not too concerned about rope lore that is in books because
the book will survive. But there are many things that | have |earned
that are not capable of being put into a book and nust be taught in
person.

| amsure that some of you must have thought about how you woul d
pass on your know edge of rope lore in a way that will keep it from
being | ost forever. Perhaps we can pool our efforts, in some way. |
wi |l welcome any comrents or suggestions that any of you care to offer

Thank you, Frederick D. Browne



Dear GCeoffrey,
Thanks for your letter and enclosures dated 22 May(!). This is

all very efficient - | wish some other organisations | belong to had
got off the ground so well

Enclosed is ny voting form | |ook forward to neeting sonme of the
peopl e i nvol ved. Like Eric Franklin, | have alifetinme involvenent with
t he Scout Associ ation.

Maybe you shoul d have a bit of background. I amnow 70, but stil
working as a journalist and author. I amon ny 78th. book. Mich of ny

recent output has been for America. My wife and | go over there and
work there frequently. About two of the past five years we have been
in the USA and we may be goi ng back again about the time of your next
proposed neeting. W seemto run a witing factory, doing our own
drawi ngs and phot ographs as wel |

Those st odgy ropework books by Brown, Son & Ferguson have al

been corrected occasionally by ne, but they would not let me rewite
and redraw nuch. The best of themis Spencers 'Knots, Splices and

Fancywork! (n.b. See page 2 - Ed.). | wote 'Netrmaking' for Brown in
an air-raid shelter in 1940. It is still going strong and seens to be
regarded as the authority. | wote ' Your Book of Knots' for Faber

i ntended for young people and that is still available, | think. The
book | like is the recent kQ0-page 'Practical Knots and Ropework’

publ i shed at $9.95 by Tab Books Inc., Blue Ridge Sunmit, Pennsylvani a,
USA. It is ny idea of a conprehensive treatnment of all the worthwhile
knots, splices, etc., leaving out the fringe things that clutter up
many books. Even so, the nunber of entries is not far short of one

t housand. Unfortunately, the book is not readily available in Britain.
| have a few copies. -.

Best wi shes, Si ncerely, Percy W Bl andford
22 June 1982 Stratford-upon- Avon.

Dear M. Pawson,

| was npst interested to read in the April issue of Yachting
Mont hly of the proposal to forma 'knot-tiers' association.

My father is a sailnmker in England and, in his 40 years of
experience, he has probably forgotten nore knots and pieces of fancy
work than I'Il ever know. | have been very conscious of this, and
despite the di stance between Hong Kong and Engl and, | have endeavoured
to |l earn sonmething fromhim

The proposed association is therefore of great interest to ne,
and should it be formed | would very much |like to becone a nenber

Kind regards, Yours sincerely, Robert Harl and,
June 29, 1982 Hong Kong
- - - 000 - - -

Dear M. Budworth,

Thank you for your |etter about the new knotting association. |
amcertainly interested in its aims and objects.....

Yours sincerely, E. T. Davies,

St. Austell, Cornwal
(n.b. M. Davies is author of 'An Introduction to Knots - Ed.)
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GQui |l d nenber Sir Frederick Harner of Saxmundham Suffol k, wote
inthe Wnter of 1981 to the Editor of 'Seafarer', the Marine Society's
magazi ne concerning circular mats. His letter is reproduced here: -

"The two mats in the centre of M. Berghout's excellent display
are nenbers of a famly which | cane across nearly 50 years ago in a
Dani sh seamanshi p manual and have never net since in actuality or in
print until |ast week.

They are characterised by concentric rings 4 nodes (|l oops), each
ring having half as many nodes in it as the next outside it. You can
desi gnate any one of themby 2 nunbers - for exanple the two speci nens
| enclose (seeillustration) are 1-5 and 2-4. The first nunber in order
is the nunber of rings of nodes and the second the number of nodes in
t he innernost ring.

The choi ce of either nunber is practically unlimted - there are
one or two restrictions which I won't bother with - but in practice it
is best tolimt the order to 1, 2 or 3. | have made themup to 5 but
it is very laborious and requires an incredible amount of tinme.

I should be very grateful for references to any descriptions of
themin print if anyone knows any."
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M. Kaj Lund, Secretary of the Danish Merchant Navy Welfare
Board, who is himself a well-known author of books on ropework and
knotting, responded: -"The Dani sh seamanshi p manual nentioned was
wittenin 1902 by Captain Jens Kusk Jensen. The book has been reprinted
many times. Follow ng his systeml| have nade experinments with mats from
6 up to 96 loops (5 concentric | oops), and one of ny books shows the
use for several purposes. Prepared with shellac foll owed by wat er proof
boat varnish the henp will take a consistency |ike teak wood, and this
systemis excellent for baskets."

(Details of how to construct draw ngs of these circular, interlocked
knot patterns can be found in "Celtic Art' by George Bain, a 1951 book
republ i shed by Constable in 1977. It is also featured in two places in
the ' Encycl opedi a of Knots and Fancy Ropework' by Raoul Graumpont and
John Hensel, 1st. edition 1939 but reprinted by Conway Maritime Press
in 1981; they call it the Centre Piece design. Capt. Paul Harrison al so
illustrates such work in his 'Harrison Book of Knots' (1964) reprinted
several times by Brown, Son & Ferguson Ltd. | feel this may be an
original design by Leonardo da Vinci. . .does anyone have facts to
support that hunch? Ed.)
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Dear GCeoffrey,
A query, if | may, about CARRI CK BENDS: and sonme comrents on their
treatnment in Ashley.

The query first. What is the origin of the nane? Ashley on p. 263
says it was used by Lescallier in 1783. That was a French book, it
seenms. The Oxford English Dictionary gives its first usein English as
occurring in 1819 and surmi ses a derivation from'carrack' neaning an
armed merchant ship. But in Carrick Castle, Co. Tipperary, this sunmrer
| sawwi th my own eyes the full Carrick Bend represented over and over
again in decorative plasterwork -not as a frieze or border, which m ght
be sonme sort of Celtic decoration, but as separate bends, show ng al
four ends; a sort of heraldic synbol in fact. | was told it was the
fam ly knot of the Earl of Carrick, the Butler famly (related to Queen
Anne Bol eyn) who once inhabited the castle. There seened to nme little
doubt that the plasterwork was original, i.e. of the 16th. century. Now
this Carrick is a Gaelic nane, and nmeans 'rock', The | ocal town stands
at the head of the tidal reach of the river Suir, and was once quite a
significant port. So | begin to suspect that the nane Carrick Bend has
a history that goes back far beyond 1819 or even 1783, and has an Irish
or at least Anglo-Irish origin. Can you throw any |ight, please?

Now about Ashley's treatnment. He shows four knots at 1439-1442,
and the sane four at 1549-1552. Why he repeats them he does not say;
and the intervening pages are on quite other matters. (Has he any
systen? | do not know. | have never understood why t he Chapter on Bends,
which are highly inportant for sailors thenmselves, and are what nost
of the rest of us understand by the word knot, has to wait to page 257
and followall that abstruse stuff on Turks Heads!) Now, he is probably
correct to show the Reef laid out on the pattern of the sane-side
Carrick Bend (1428), because these can be converted i nto one anot her
usi ng sone consi derabl e sl ei ght of hand and just a single tuck - | wll
show you what | nean, if ever we bring off that neeting! But it is plain
foolish, and confusing into the bargain, to showthe G anny Knot on the
same pattern. The one cannot be converted into the other except by
untyi ng conpl etely and begi nni ng again. The Granny i s however closely
rel ated to the diagonal Carrick Bend (1439), needing just a single tuck
to effect the conversion. So it should be shown, which is perfectly
easy to do, laid out on that pattern and not on the same-side pattern
as at 1442 and 1552.

(I'ncidentally, you'll have noticed | expect that knots 1557 and
1558 are illustrated out of order; and this has led to an error in the
nunbers given to themin the Table on p.273; also that the illustration

to 1544 is wongly nunbered)

I"minclined to dispute his judgenent on Single Carrick Bend
1445. This is a handy bend, because it is what you get by formng a
Constrictor in one rope, |eading the other through it, and pulling the

Constrictor sharply tight. A useful 'short-end bend , in fact. If
pulled up tightly, it will jamand hold fast (in soft line that is)
just like a Granny. It will slip with hard or springy material, just

like a Granny, too. In cable (where it would be seized) it is nore
conpact than the full Carrick Bend, and | would have thought quite
servi ceabl e.

Ki nd regards, Yours sincerely, Desnond Mandevil | e
Bl ackheat h, London S.E. 3 14t h. February, 1982
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Dear M. Budworth,
"Il be only too interested to turn up to your nmeetings if
physically possible (slight nobility problens)

I"minterested in nautical knotting and fancy-work and suppl enent
invalidity benefit by roping tillers and making display boards of
knots, mats, fancywork, etc., bellropes, |anyards, dog | eads or
what ever the custoner wants! | think my work i s of a reasonabl e standard
but amal ways | ooki ng for opportunities to increase ny sonewhat |inmted
know edge and to fill in blind spots (such as ny inability to construct
a 6 strand round sennit!).

Looki ng forward to neeting you,
Yours sincerely, Brian E. Field,
June, 1982 Heybri dge, Mal don, Ex.

- - - 00 - - -
Dear GCeoffrey,

Congratul ati ons on the | aunching of the Guild:l was sorry not to
be able to attend..... I wel come the chance to join the Guild

I was working at the Knot Garden | ast week - vandalismis stil
a problem- but it is a place where there is a steady trickle of people
visiting: perhaps it could be kept in mnd as a place where exhibits
coul d be nounted or where in some way the interest in knots could be
furthered. It certainly has not reached its full potential yet.

I ook forward to hearing of future plans and neanwhile w sh you
Good Luck
Yours sincerely, Tom Meddi ngs,
June 5, 1982 Wadhur st, Sussex

(n.b. Thomas Meddings, Dip. Arch. RI1.B. A created the G ant Knot
Garden on a disused riverside site at Rotherhithe - Ed.)

- - - 000 - - -
Dear M. Budworth,

Thanks very nmuch for telling tee about the knot tying associ ation
you have forned.

My interest in knots began when | was working for Trinity House
and net an old sail maker. He was an expert knotter and gave ne a fid.
I bought nyself the Ashley Bock of Knots and have never | ooked back

My own knots have been nost useful in the various occupations
have - farm ng, dockwork, kite flying, etc. and it will be very
interesting to neet and/or conmunicate with other people who have
simlar skills.

Yours sincerely, Quentin Page,
August 16 Manni ngtree, Essex.

- - - 00 - - -
QUOTATI ON
"As a matter of fact the wheel, fire, the cultivation of the soil,
and ot her great pre-historic discoveries undoubtedly postdate the knot
by countl ess eons of tinme."
(Cyrus Law ence Day)
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Dear M. Budworth,

Many thanks for your letter..... you certainly have our best
wi shes, and will get whatever support we are capable of.

| would say i nmedi ately that we are "basic knotters", not "cl ever
knotters", and 95% of my waking tinme has to be devoted to running the
busi ness and maki ng macrane things for sale (which have to be sinple
to do, or the price beconmes outrageous, even at the trivial rate that
| charge for my evening work!). But we do have sone fancier work, done
by sone of the Navy's experts, and are always interested - and do sel
some clever work (bottles, keyrings) on conmi ssion, which can al so be
done for "nenbers" (the maker names the price, we take 25% when it
goes) .

Yes, we will certainly display your literature and produce an
advertisenent for your newsletters.

We coul d provide a venue for Portsmouth area neetings/outings,
in our upstairs showoom - seats for about 15 (after shop-hours) but
nore coul d be borrowed.

| enclose 3 copies of our ordinary Price Lists - ainmed nmainly at
the macrame customer, not the specialist cords (the list would be
enornmous, if we tried to put everything on.). But we do have a variety
of henp and cotton ropes and cords not |isted. Possibly we would be
able to produce a "Knot Tyers" addendum |listing the nore specialist
cords? Woul d wel cone your advice on this, and in particular what
mat eri al s do menbers want but find difficulty in obtaining? W are al so
happy to send sanples to "match" customers' cords (s.a.e. please) - but
pl ease di scourage people fromwiting for "sanples of cords suitable
for knotting"! -

W will also gladly put a handbill about I.G K T. in
correspondance with any likely custoners, but it would be foolish to
i nclude one in all correspondance since many of our customers are not
in any way serious "knotters".

Al'l good wi shes to the venture, Yours sincerely,

John and Veronica Holliss, THE ROPE SHOP, 26, High Street, Emsworth,
Hants PO O 7AW (tel: Emsworth 2642)

(n.b. Guild menmbers John and Veronica will take an A4 page ad. in future
newsl etters, listing cords which may be of interest to knot tyers;
meanwhi | e, contact themdirect for their conprehensive mail order
cat al ogue and book-1list. Ed.)

- - - 00 - - -
THE ENCYCLOPEDI A OF KNOTS & FANCY WORK by Graunont and Hense
page 508, Plate 277, fig. 361

"A Four-Strand Racking Ni pper is a very rare knot. It is a nethod
of joining the bodies of four ropes together and was first found in
Chi na years ago by the authors anpng some anci ent speci mens of Chi nese
rope and knot work. The manner in which the Nipper is tied is so
i nvol ved that even the authors were conpelled to untie the specinen in
order that they m ght understand howit was formed. For this reason an
explanation of this difficult N pper would hardly prove sufficient to
gi ve the proper understanding that is necessary to followits
construction."”
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Dear GCeoffrey,

I bought nmy first copy of Graunont and Hensel in the | ate | 940s.
For al nost 35 years | have been intrigued by the Chi nese racki ng ni pper
that is supposedly "inpossible" to describe, Please raise the issue of
the Nipper in the Newsletter. Perhaps one of the other nenbers may know
how to tie it.
August 6, 1982 Best wi shes, Fred Browne, Canbridge M , USA.

- - - 00 - - -

'8 LEAD x 5 BIGHT TURK' S HEAD, tied direct

~ Although Turk's Heads may be enlarged froma few
standard sinple starts - or tied with a nunber
of strands - the nost fascinating are those tied
direct with a single strand.

This nethod of tying direct an 8L x 5B does not
appear in the books |'ve read, and was devised
in the 1950s by Janes Nicoll fromLargo, in the
Ki ngdom of Fife.

Turk's Head exponents wi |l know that, even given
directions, patience is needed before all the
m sl eadi ng turns and tucks are avoi ded and
success is granted. Knotting may not be
difficult; but - it nust be said - neither is it
al ways easy! That's why it can be so sati sfying.
So, patiently persist with this..

...fromthe start shown; over 2, turn, over 1, -under 2, turn, under
2, over 2, turn, over 2, under 2, turn, over 1 , under 2, over under
1, over 1, turn, under 1, over 2, under 1, over 1, under 1, turn, over
and under.

___OQ)___

QUOTATI ONS

"To me the sinple act of tying a knot is an adventure.....
(Cifford W Ashley - 1944)

"It beats outer Mongolian politics.”
(Kevin Bunmby, Lt. R N - 1978)

---000- - -

BOOKS by |1.G K. T. MEMBER ERI C FRANKLI N

"AN A.B.C. OF KNOTS', pub. by Brown, Son & Ferguson (1979)
"A DI CTI ONARY OF KNOTS', pub.by The Scout Association
"TYI NG KNOTS', pub. by C. Arthur Pearson
"KAMUT - The Art of Making Pictures in String' , by Acadeny of Recorded
Art
- - - 00 - - -
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WHAT IS THI S?

Labell ed *Heart Burial Stone', this stone
vase-1li ke object - age not recorded - is no
nore than a foot high. It's on display in the
museum al ongsi de Wel | s Cat hedral in Sonerset;
but what is it, and why does it have carved
upon it a 7B x 3L Turk's Head?

- - - 000 - - -

" KNOTTI NG MATTERS', concl udes the Hon. Secretary

That's the title chosen for this newsletter. It's a name genera
enough to cover anything likely to be printed. Or you may read into the
words a nessage, for knotting DOES matter...even today.

Many people cope for a long time w thout knowi ng any really

useful knots, but only because they can replace themw th handy

manuf actured fastenings |ike safety pins, dog | ead clasps, snaplinks,
screws, glue, and those elastic cords with netal hooks on the ends. Now
they're fine when they're available - | use themall the time - but

wi t hout themyou're |ost, unless you can tie a knot or two. Knots are
a useful 1st. aid in many circunstances and indi spensable in others.
That's why so many practical folk scorn spendi ng noney unnecessarily
on gadgets and take pride in knowi ng the right knot for the job.

The Sunday Tinmes reported on 30-5-82 in connection with the
Fal kl ands conflict that "...inmportant | essons have been
| earned. .. .. about the long forgotten art of inprovisation..... a hand-
hel d machi ne gun roped to a handrail proved i mensely effective agai nst
a Skyhawk bonmber costing mllions of pounds.”

A couple of years earlier a 1980 issue of the Sunday Tel egraph
was announci ng that the Navy was form ng a new branch, to teach..
seamanshi p. The aimwas to have one or two experts on each ship who
knew about such things as knots, splices, and handl i ng ropes and cabl es.
One frigate captain reckoned he had few seamen able to tie a knot or
| ower a boat. In fairness, even his junior ratings were concentrating
their technical skills on nore i nmedi ate needs |ike operating mssile
systens, radar and anti-submari ne weapons.

The inplications are clear. |I.G K. T. nenbers nust becone the high
priests of knotting, keeping the ol d knowl edge alive until the need for
it again beconmes apparent to others. W nust be the evangelists who
preach the ropework gospel, enthusiastically spreading the knotting
word. We nust continue to love the old religion, but be quick to
poi ntout its relevance in the nodern world.

In the near future, nore nmenbers will bring nore funds, nore
skills and greater know edge to the Guild. Where it will | ead us we can
only guess; but the next steps may be a training course of sone
description, and a public exhibition of nmenbers' work

Since April's inaugural meeting, nomentumhas been maintained. Do let's

keep it going.
=—4=+4+=+=- =4+=4+=4+=+=4+=4+=+=4+=4+=+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=4+=+
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