Issue No. 4 :
Summer - July 1983

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE

Y Zitzy,,

A1)y5 Y
s\ W 1y 20
iAW % \ /

‘?ﬂ))”’?“‘(z”ﬁ'”" VN7 '
(ot SN 77 N
(i SN S S\ NN,

W N4 i\ AN
VYA NN il 0 N\

CONOR DM 7722777 |
NN, N NN 2777 s i
QNN 7T W 220
AN 7277 Weene 277

\§\§§§§§ ““ o “‘““J \\§§§4 /////W/////’/}///I { ﬁ“ ) fl \‘,,ig,’/«r/r///,/lllll//////
C S\ iy S iy SO, i
()

A
7
e/



‘ KNOTTI NG MATTERS

THE QUARTERLY NEWBLETTER OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL GUI LD COF KNOT TYERS
Presi dent: Percy W Bl andford
Hon. Secretary & Editor Geoffrey BUDWORTH,
45, Stanbourne Wy,
Upper Norwood,
London S. E. 19 2PY,

Engl and.
tel: 01-653 8757

| ssue No. 4
Summer

July, 1983

FROM YOUR PRESI DENT

Maybe you did not know you had one, but at the neeting on 16 Apri
83 you did ne the honour of voting ne into this position. | do not know
why, but maybe sone of you do. Perhaps | should tell you a little about
who you have got.

My introduction to ropework came through Scouting, like it did for
many nore of you. | joined as a cub aged 8 and amstill a nenber 62 years
later. My introductionto witing about knots cane in the early thirties,
when | had already sold a few practical articles. | saw what | thought was

a terrible knotting article in an Anerican yachti ng nagazi ne and t hought
I could do better. The editor welconed ny article and the thing devel oped
into a long series.

Before Wrld War Il | was an engineer, but with a famly craftwork
tradition and a growing interest in boating as well as witing. | spent
six years in the RAF. At one tine | was the only man on a station able to
do hundreds of splices in fiddly 7-strand tiny spring steel wire. After
the war and ever since, | have lived on ny wits, witing, drawi ng and pho-
tographing for publication, as well as travelling the world and desi gni ng
boats - | guess sone ol der readers have paddl ed PBK canoes they built from
my pl ans

| have written for al arge nunber of nmagazi nes and produced a variety
of practical books. |I have kept up nmy Anerican connections and still do a
| ot of work for publishers over there. My nost recent book (my 80th.), on
an aspect of furniture-making (of all things), has just been shi pped across
the Atlantic.

Ropewi se, | amnot really a fancywork man. | amnmore concerned with
practical applications of knots and splices. | have done quite a | ot of
rigging, insone unusual applications besides marine, including a brewery.

Thanks again for the honour (as a mid-Atlantic witer | nearly
spelled it ‘honor’) you have given ne. If there is anything | can do for
you, please get in touch.

Best wi shes



THE ALPHABEND An up-to-date Al phabet of
Knots & Bends

It could be a school boy’s dream- to construct a code by which cl ose secrets
can be conmuni cated along a |l ength of cord - and has been attenpted before, npst
notably on behal f of the blind (as a sort of alternative to Braille). But not, |
think, with the thoroughness of what follows, which has occupied the witer, on
and of f, for the space of twenty years

KNOTS, for the vowel s, and BENDS, for the consonants, have been individually
matched to the letters of the al phabet. Roughly half, for a start, were chosen by
the initial letter of a NAME in comon use (sone bends of course have several);
the other half by SHAPE. The thing is, that for sone, nanes are |acking; or those
avai |l abl e are hopel essly techni cal and | ongwi nded. This should not disqualify any
really wort hwhil e bend: a bend of sinplicity, symretry, interest, utility or sonme
conbi nati on of these qualities. It has not been allowed to do so. Vowels can
‘speak’ for themsel ves, and need no nanes; the KNOTS assigned to them have been
chosen with the greater care. But for sonme BENDS (including one or two believed
to be original it has been necessary to coin a nane. Single quotes ‘...." are used
to identify these ‘invented nanes.

Not all such attenpts will be equally successful, and NEWSLETTER readers
will judge this matter for thenselves. Suffice it to say that, when read aloud in
al phabetical order, with the vowels for pauses, they constitute a |ight-hearted
rhym ng jingle, which may meke it just that much easier to menorise the nanes and
shapes of twenty-two significant BENDS, and to appreciate the variety in six sinple
KNOTS.

The six knots may be matched, as here, with the five vowel s of the al phabet
and the anpersand (&) ; on the other hand, and in a slightly different order, with
the numbers 0-5. Further seven knots for the nunbers 6-12 inclusive are held over
for anot her occasi on. So al so are seven ‘ candi date’ bends, each of undoubted nerit,
which just failed to nmake the al phabet; these are provisionally assigned to the
| etter conbinations ch gh ph sh th wh and -ng. Punctuation, the nunmbering of sen-
tences in a sustained text on cord, the famly rel ationshi ps of the bends, and so
on - all such matters nust await another opportunity. Today, the AL PHABEN
D may speak for itself; and the many dil emmas that dogged its construction are
best gl ossed over, at any rate for the present.

DESMOND MANDEVI LLE

A sinple back-tuck on E (below) gives rise to a three-part KNOT
A whi ch serves agreeably both for letter A and for figure 3.

the Barrel Knot

Ashley rates it highly. Wen fully drawn up (he says) it may have

B the ends cut right away, till you no |onger see them That way it
| ooks |ike a knot - a barrel-shaped knot - but is in fact a secure
bend.

the Carrick

The cl assic over and under structure from which many ot her bends
derive. As tied it makes a decorative flat bend, that distorts on
drawi ng up, but remmins secure. The | eads should enter opposite.

O

t he Drawbend ‘ Doubl e’

A typical drawing bend is the Harness Bend but a slight variant is
the nore effective to handle. They are so alike in function that
call them Deedl eDum and Deedl eDee. Both are needed here (and ‘' Dumi
is the Colly Knot, 1961).

O all letters the nost conmon in use, E enjoys the sinplest Mrse
sign, and nerits too the sinplest KNOT - which serves also for fig-
ure 1.

the Fisherman’'s

In formtwo E knots that slide together and | ock. Excellent in slip-
pery gut. Derives sinply fromthe Reef R (Strictly, it's the Fish-
erman’ s Knot the Fisherman’s Bend i s something different and really
a hitch)

ululle)



t he Granny

G

An ol d favourite. Tends to slip, but not to capsize |like the Reef.
Is in fact of higher symmetry than the Reef. Converts readily to C
H J, KL L. and M and to the el egant, centre-tucked ‘' candi date’
bend ph.

t he ‘ Hubbl e Bubbl e’

the * Ji nx’

J

Di scovered in 1978 by Dr. Edward Hunter and often naned after him
this bend led indirectly to the founding of the .G K T. A sinple,
twin-tuck derivative of G and cousin of Mand N, it fully deserves
a pl ace here.

A slender figure-of-eight suits letter |I; as a two-part KNOT, it
serves very well also for figure 2.

A Jekyl | -and- Hyde bend, existing in two forms, one stable and one

very unstabl e. Here we have the stable form but a switch can occur,

and hence the nanme - better surely than the Watknot coined by Ash-
| ey. Inportant.

the ' Kil kenny’

K

Asingle extratuck toa G aJ, or an L yields this very dependabl e
bend

- a flat bend that does not lose its shape, as C does. In Irish
hi story, Kilkenny castle took the place of Carrick.

the ‘Latin Lassoo’

L

H tch a Constrictor over a cord’ s end, and pull tight. The two cap-
size to give this useful, L-shaped, short-end bend. Often descri bed
as the single Carrick Bend, it merits better than Ashley in his book
al | ows.

t he Matthew Wal ker

<

Used here with opposed |leads, i.e. as a bend. Derives sinply from
G and converts to F, H and V. Shares with G Cand Nthe top cl ass
for structural synmmetry, the triaxial symetry cl ass.

the ‘Neat & New

O =

An i nprobabl e bend - will it ever hold together? It does! All bends
of this high symetry, however, will distort under a heavy pull.
WIIl convert to Hand (a little surprisingly) to Z

Phoebe Ashley’'s little KNOT is the natural for both letter and fig-
ure 0.
The cross-tied variant suits equally for synmbol & and figure 4.

the ‘Poor Man's Pride’

o

the ‘Querrv’

QO

The invert of N and a npst reliable bend, better even than B. Was
used in the | 930s by Rosendahl for tethering American airships (the
nane here was coi ned in 1961, unaware of the earlier use). A centre-
synmetric bend.

Two knots that need not touch, making a secure bend yet adjustable
for length, like a sheepshank. Put a twist into the ends, if you
wi sh, before drawing tight, and so lay up the nmid-part into a two-
strand rope!



t he Reef
More popul ar than it deserves; but used e.g. for reefing sails, the
R propensity to capsize is an asset rather than a risk. Converts read-
ily toF, J, V; to Drawbend Dee; and to the Carrick wi th adjacent
| eads.

the ‘sure’ sheet Bend.
S The one real |y i ndi spensabl e bend to master. Known al so as the Wav-

er’'s Knot (after a particular way of tying it); identical in struc-
ture, too, with the Bowine. Very closely related to T, (below).

the ' Tunbling Thief
T The Thief exists in ‘both stable and unstable forns. As shown, it

draws up well and i s secure. Like the Reef, however, it will capsize
- in two stages. Tucked centrally, it gives a fine ‘candidate’ bend
th.

A doubl e overhand KNOT is sinple enough to tie, and will serve
equally for letter Uand for figure 5.

C

t he oVer hand

Not the popular, rather weak ‘bend with parallel |eads, which de-

serves no place here, but the simlar structure with opposed | eads
the Ring, or Water Knot - a secure bend, related to F, G Mand R

<

‘I Wonder ...? and’

‘I wonder will it hold me - and will | survive - the bend used by
rock-clinbers to join clinbing ropes. (As the Fishernman’'s is a dou-
ble E, so this, the Double Fisherman's, is a double U, i.e. a W-!)

=

t he ‘ hot - X- bend’

Flat Ii ke a bun, cf. K but the ends nerge opposite, not on the sane
side. Consists of two E knots, back-to-back, and is a centre-Sym
metric structure, related to P and T. Shown ne in 1979 by W Ettrick
Thonson.

X

"Yi ppy aYe, Yippy aYe’

Letter Y is both vowel and consonant; and this structure can be read
either as a KNOT with a protruding bight - or else, with the bight
cut, as a rather unusual BEND;, The name reflects the tying of it
(Farnmer’s Loop).

_<

for the "iZZard ...

lzzard is an old nane for letter Z The structure here - a double
Z Harness bend with parallel ends - is very inportant, quite well re-
flects the shape of the letter Z, and probably deserves the sinpler
nane.
is the End.

THE SI X KNOTS
(for the vowel s)

O_ or 0. U . or S. & . or 4.
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KNOTS and BENDS zre snown e x p a nd e d, for clarity; wheﬁ
properly drawn up, as in use, their shapes will bte different
sometimes markedly so (Bends N and P for instance, here seemingly "~
so alike, zre not easily confused in prac’cice). N



PROFI LE OF A KNOTSMAN by the Editor

When trans-Pacific, single-handed oarsman Peter Bird was taken
aboard the Royal Australian Naval patrol boat ‘Bendigo’ off the Great Bar-
rier Reef in the Coral Sea on June 14th. this year, he may have spotted
some superb fancy ropework. For ‘Bendigo’ was due - the last | heard - to
be presented with a bellrope and a set of |ifebuoy rosettes fromthe hands
of an I.G K T. founder nenber: and when the stormtossed mariner subse-
quently stepped ashore at Cairns, in Queensland, he was close to where
that particular Quild nenber farns and raises his large famly, when he
is not serving with his Sea Cadet Unit or engaged in knotting.

CHARLES THOMASON s nane cane to notice in this country a coupl e of
years ago when he wote to H s Royal Hi ghness, the Duke of Edi nburgh, en-
qui ring about the U. K knotting scene. Prince Philip put himin touch with
us. Phot ographs and specinens of his work soon followed, confirmng his
clains to be considered a ropeworker. Wen the inaugural neeting was ar-
ranged aboard R R S. ‘Di scovery’ on 15th. April 1982, Charl es THOVASON was
one of two overseas founders (the other being Rob CHI SNALL - see I ssue No.
3) whose noney and good wi shes hel ped | aunch the Guild.

Readers will already know from previ ous i ssues how Charles was in-
spired during service with the R A N by yarns of the old-tiners’ knotting
know how to produce even better stuff hinself. OQher nmenbers attending
meetings will have narvelled at his nmagnificent bellropes forned |ike Par -
|iamentary naces with I nperial crowns atop.-

He joined the R A N as a youth and was allocated the nunber J25/
52. The R AN College had 4 entry names - Cook, Philip, Flinders and
Jervis, so his nunber denoted that he was 25th. in al phabetical order of
entry during the Jervis year 1952. This individual identifying mark i s now
stanped into the stainless steel eyebolt securing each of his bellropes.
He is also proud of fanmly origins at Fetlar in the Shetlands, feeling
that perhaps his affinity for knots stems fromthem

Now aged 45, Charles visited Britain as a student at the Royal Nava
Col | ege, Dartnouth; and, when next he cones, it is likely to be as a knots-
man. For, since the untinely death of his wife in 1980, his heart has not
been in farni ng. She was, he tells ne, the best critic of his ropework and
encouraged himgreatly in the transition of his work “. . . frombulk to
bal ance”. He hopes to cone to the U K. in due course, when he will no doubt
be exploring the possibilities of a living earned through ropeworKking.

Charl es THOVASON was our first Australian nmenber. His work is on
many R A N. warships, and - of course - one bellrope is displayed aboard
the Royal Yacht ‘Britannia’. He al so gave a bellrope to the Governor of
Queensland (an old C.O fromR A N days) together with i nformati on about
the I.GK T. Hois a nan with a high regard for traditional knotting and
an inventive craftsman with an artist’s eye, keen to | earn yet seeking
mastery of his medium W' re proud of him and assure hi mof a war mwel cone
anyti ne.



QUOTATI ON

String was not sold in balls until about 1820, consequently nobst
boxes nmust date fromthe 19th. century. Most of themare turned in wood
and have a circular aperture, but exanples can be found in the shape of
barrels, fruit or eggs. Qccasionally, the collector nay be | ucky enough

to find one with a cutting bl ade.

(* Boxes - Collecting for Tomorrow , by Brian Cole, pub. in Lon-. don
by Pitman Publishing Co. Ltd. (1976))
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Drawi ng of a cast taken frompart of a stone cross at Rowberrow
church, near Wnsconbe in the County of Avon, now exhibited in the nuseum

at West on- Super - Mare.

HAULBOWLI NE | SLAND

In the harbour of Cork, located on Ireland s South coast, is the
site of the earliest yachting association, the Water Club, forned in 1720.
Founder nenbers were |ocal aristocracy and gentry, nenbers of the coun-
try's English ruling class; but what a delightful nane, givenits cruising
associations, for this location . . . Haul bowine Island!



BRI TI SH ROPES NEWS RELEASE

UK NYLON ROPE BEATS WORLD RECORD - British Ropes, a Bridon subsid-
iary, has received an order for the world’' s | argest and strongest nman- nade
fibre ropes. Ordered by Field Enterprises Constructions (UK) Ltd., a nmem
ber of the Heerema Group, on behal f of Conoco (UK) Ltd., the ropes will
be used for a tenporary nooring systemfor the Hutton Field tension |eg
platform (TLP) currently being constructed in Scotl and.

The 30 inch circunference (240mmdia.) Braidline nylon braid-on-
braid rope will have a nonmi nal breaking | oad of 1,200 tonnes and will be
supplied in the formof ten grommet assenblies each neasuring 110 netres
on t he doubl e conpl ete with a gal vani sed t hi nbl e at either end, thus giving
an assenbl ed breaking strength of 2,400 tonnes. The grommets will be nan-
ufactured at the Charlton, London, plant of Bridon Fibres and Pl astics
(British Ropes’ sister conpany).

These nylon grommets will formpart of an eight-point tenporary
nmooring systemwhich will anchor the hull of the TLP in the Miray Firth,
Scot |l and, during the mating of the deck to the hull and al so during the
outfitting period. Two gronmets wi Il be connected to each of the four nain
hul | colums and each gromet will pass fromthe hull to a tensioning
barge. The remaini ng section of the tenporary nooring systemw || consi st
of anchor chain up to Il 4mmdia. connected to hi gh hol di ng power anchors.
Two grommets will be kept as spares.

Nyl on Braidline was chosen for this purpose in preference to stee
Wi re rope because of the extrenme flexibility of the rope and its high
strength to weight ratio as well as its excellent stretch characteristics
and ability to absorb shock | oadi ngs during storm conditions.

The | argest Braidline rope made by Bridon Fibres and Plastics to
date at the Charlton plant is 24 inch (192mmdia.) for use on offshore
single point noorings. It is understood that no other rope nmanufacturer
has yet made a 30 inch circ. man-nade fibre rope. However, back in 1858,
a 47 inch circ. coir or natural fibre rope was nade by John and Edw n
Wight of Birm nghamto | aunch the British Iiner “Great Eastern”. British
Ropes recently conpleted the production of a 7.1/2 inch dia. wire rope,
which is another world record in wire rope manufacture. This rope will be
used in connection with the final stages of construction of Phillips Pe-
troleunis Maureen Field platformin the North Sea.

The Hutton production platformwi |l be the world's first comrerci al
application of’ a Tension Leg Platformand will eventually be noored by
vertical tubes or ‘tethers’ to piled foundation tenplates on the seabed
in awater depth of 485 feet (148 nmetres). It will be operated by Conoco
on behalf of the other Hutton Field partners: Britoil, @ulf, AMOCO Gas
Council, Mobil, Amerada and Texas Eastern North Sea Inc.

3-11-82



HOW TO DRAW KNOTS by Geoffrey Budworth

Tying knots i s sonetines easier if you can drawthemtoo. No artistry
is needed - just a little know how: -

Stage 1 Reproduce the knot pattern with a single line in pencil

simple, overhand
or thumb knot ireman's chair kno

St age 2 I ndicate the ‘over-and-under’ sequence; copy froma book il -
lustration or a specinen tied for the purpose, until you can do it w thout
such exanpl es.

This may be adequate for a working drawing which is to be laid on a
cork board or simlar surface and the knot created by pinning the cord
over it, going over and under at all the right places.

Stage 3 Di agrans can be easier to followif the second |line has been
drawn in, and crossing-points are cleaned up with an eraser

5 SHERS

Stage 4 Use black fibre-tip (Tenpo) or rollerball (Pentel) types of pen

for permanent drawi ngs and for photocopies. Using different |ine thick-

nesses can be both | abour saving and effective. Milti-strand knots can be
cl earer when each strand is a different col our, but colours may not pho-
tocopy well. Instead, draw one cord bl ack and the other plain; or suggest

the cord’'s surface texture (strands or braid) with a few lines of cross-
hat ching. Alternatively, highlight the whole thing by filling in the back-
ground.

n. b. Wat er - based pens are preferable, so avoid spirit-based ones
(the snelly ‘magic’ or pernanent markers) unl ess your drawi ng real ly mnust
be wat er proof .




Freehand draw ngs are alright. Indeed, they appear nore natural for
this subject. However, anbitious Turk’s Heads, mats and ot her decorative

two- di nensi onal designs, will - when tied - need to be symmetrical. For
this reason, take a little nore care with the draw ngs; construct guide-
lines with a ruler and protractor on graph paper . . .nore about this in

the next issue of ‘Knotting Matters’.

QUOTATI ON

“There were two shops on whose wi ndows my nose would flatten, for
beyond the glass lay the world, my world. There were hardwood fids, steel
mar | i ne spi kes, sheath knives, sew ng pal ms, nodels of ships, or barques
and of small coasting schooners, sharks’ jawbones with rows of serrated
teeth and wal ki ng sti cks nade fromthe backbone of this fish, whales’ teeth
wi th scrinmshaw whal i ng pictures, tobacco pouches of al batross skin, tat-
tered volumes with strange foreign titles in long, long words, British
nauti cal text-books, turnip watches half-an-inch thick and conplete with

chai ns and seal s, and netting needles, all in a junbled di sarray, designed
to lure one into a guessi ng gane of identifying something new and exciting
with each flick of the eyes. | considered these shops to be veritable

treasure houses!”

(*Boy Aloft’, by Gavin Craig, pub. Nautical Publishing Co. (1971)

LETTERS

Dear GCeoffrey,

Many t hanks for the newsletter and literature; may | be another mem
ber to say | was taken aback by the professionalismof it all. |I sincerely
hope that we can maintain the nmenbership and quality.

As stated before, | feel buoyant realising that | amnot alone with
my i nterest, having never yet nmet another person in the past 21 yrs at sea
with this hobby!



My daughter, taking her Knotter’s badge for the Guides, is nowin
her third week of waiting for soneone to test her. Also nmy wife inforns
me that a local scout group has contacted the fire brigade to find a ca-
pabl e person to denonstrate knots to the group! As your article nmentioned,
peopl e are out of contact with the value of even basic knots; is sticky
tape taking over?

Pl ease accept mny apol ogies for not being able to attend the AG M
but I will, beinthe niddle of the Atlantic that day. O herwi se, ny wife
and nysel f would npst certainly not have nissed the event.

Hopi ng all goes wel |,

Regar ds, Roger Owen
mv. ‘Canadi an Expl orer’
12th. March, 1983

Dear M. Budworth,

Many thanks for the absorbing newsletter... Perhaps fellow Guild
menbers would find interest inny littletrick torenmove atight ring from
a finger by neans of a length of sail twi ne or stout thread. The acconpa-
nyi ng diagramis self-explanatory.

Si ncerely, Thomas Sol |y
25 Apr 1983

Te remeve a H@'ht rinﬁ.
Pill aned "unwind the Fing
4((6-

VeV the lubricated Kave
- e en e o en iy

SEeore
J Hi 5 Lng|

Dear GCeoffrey,

L On page 12 (Issue No. 1), |Desnond Mandeville has a query
about Carrick-Bend. The word “Carrick-Bend” is only used in the English
nauti cal vocabulary (in nmodern times also in other countries). Before the
20th. century this bend was called Helling, Heling or Hieling in Dutch
Ger man, Norwegi an, Dani sh and Swedi sh. The word Hi el nmeans heel or foot.
Has this bend been used at a heel sonewhere in a ship? In Swedish and
Danish it is also called “Greenland Bend”. Has it been used in G eenl and
or el sewhere to bend two thongs together? The origin of the word Carrick
is not nentioned in Webster but in “The Sailor’s Wrd Book” (1867) WH
Smyth wites, quote: CARRICK, an old Gaelic termfor a castle or a for-
tress, as well as for arock in the sea, unquote. (In a French-German dic-
tionary of 1869, carrick is a small English coat with a small collar used
when ri di ng)

The word i s not only used in Carrick-Bend but also in Carrick-bitts,
which is also called windlass-bitts. Could the w ndl ass have been call ed
Carrick because it was built like a castle or a fortress or as solid as a
rock in the sea and the bend used on the cable called Carrick-Bend? The
word Carrick is not mentioned at all in Fal coner’s Marine Dictionary 1780



and Smith wites in his Sea Gammar of 1627 “bend the cabl es together”.
No name of the bend is used.

Does anyone of the nmembers know if the Carrick-Bends have been seen
on the Celtic Crosses?

As a reply to Cy Canute | say; of course thereis a -ology for this
sort of thing. It is Knottol ogy.

Many Happy Sailings and Safe Ports,
From a Swedi sh Knott ol ogi st,
St en Johansson Sweden
May 2nd. 1983

Dear GCeoffrey,

I Just want to wite a [1ttle about the circular mats nentioned In
| ssue 1, page 11.

The design is certainly earlier than Leonardo - The Hilton of Cad-
boll Stone (plate 24. in George Bain’s ‘Celtic Art’) dates fromabout 9th.
century, | would guess, and has a fairly elaborate circul ar knot of. the
same design. | wote an article onthe H story of Celtic Knot Design (very
superficial) for a Japanese book on “The Worl d of Design”. Reproduced in
this article were several designs of stones in Scotland.

I'n Novenber, 1982 | visited Tokyo and was taken to a very smart art
gallery where a new arti st was havi ng an exhibition of his work. Inspired
by t he knotwork desi gns he had, made a sel ection of water col our paintings
usi ng knot designs as the basis and colouring the “string” as fire, ice
and so on! The texture of the “cord” suggested a vortex - or a fire running
al ong the string and so on. Another design had been adapted into a tal
gl ass effect, again using a basis of intertwining “string |ines”

I"ve recently cone across ‘ MAORI STRING FI GURES', by JC. Anderson
(1927), which includes the follow ng:-

6. Tying a knot - “One youth only was able to do this, which requires
consi derabl e dexterity, though several were acquainted with it. A heavy
single cord is better, and it nust be of such a length that when one end
is heldin the hand of the persons standi ng sone 9 i nches of the other end
are on the ground. The cord is jerked so that a part fornms a | oop, the far
side of the loop striking the cord a fewinches fromthe free end, which
causes the end to spring up and turn through the [oop, so tying a knot.”

I"ve found a way that works for ne - using a 5 length of soft (ma-
gician’s) rope, slightly weight the end (I use a wood screwtaped into the

end). The movenent is an overhand throw with firm downward novement. Ex-
perinment to obtain just the right strength of throw

L /}Bl /}ﬂ 9 S D
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Thanks for the hélp and inspiration, Philip D. Noble (Rev.)




Dear Geoff,

Very pl eased to receive the newsletter. Can | comment on Dr. Asher’s
Russi an Knots (lIssue No. 2 - for which itemwe are actually indebted to
Jack Heming of “Multihull International” - ed.).

No. 3 - | had not seen a Reef Knot tied that way before. | tried it
in string and it made a very nice | ooking knot; in rope it did not |ook
as good but would be rmuch safer but then it would not be a Reef Knot.

No. 13 - | was taught that you sat in the long | oop and the short
one supported your back, but | only used a Bos'n’s Chair.

No. 18 - nust be a Jury Mast Knot.

No. 21 - It is a stopper knot, one of at least 3 kinds, i.e. for
wire, fibre or manmade. In the Navy of nmy tinme everything was done with
“Armstrong’ s Patent” (Coul d this be what | knewas the “Mandraul i ¢ Systent?
- ed.). Berthing, there was plenty of bodies. |Imagine ny surprise when
joined the Merchant Navy and di scovered that the Mate and | handl ed the
bert hi ng hawsers on the fx. After insulting ny nother, he showed ne how
to secure a stopper to the hawser to transfer it fromthe bollards to the
wi nch and every nove had to be thought out and never let the wire take
charge or you could go through the fairlead with it,

No. 23 - Brings back iennries of being dropped on top of a wave (we
i metines it felt very rough and fast. The boat

was towed by a boat rope made fast as far forward as possible in the ship,
so that the rope would sag and act as a spring; the other end had to be
made fast in the boat so that it could be slipped while under tension. The
Russi an slip knot would do that, but we had an eye in the end of the boat
rope and it passed under the first thwart and up. A piece of 2” x 2" wood
passed through the eye and rested on the first and second thwarts. To re-
|l ease, lift the aft end of the 2" x 2” and pull and everything seend to
go quick. Fromthe minute | clinbed into the boat until the relase ny
shoul ders ached; ny knees felt funny; there was always sonething to go
wong. Like the time we were taking a very new doctor to a ship. The man
on the after falls did the drill but did NOT take out the safety pin. Wen
| pulledthe rel ease, the bow dropped, the stern hung up. Most of the crew
rolled to the bow and it was being pressed down. | was telling the Doc.
to hold on and hopi ng the bow woul d not turn towards the ship, but it was
starting to turn away and soneone |l et the boatrope go; but | think before
that they had et go the after falls. So we finished up towing mles of
rope behind. We could not be hoisted until the falls were rove. In the
meanti me we were being towed by the boatrope and by using rudder kept the
boat away fromthe ship and the Doc. vowi ng he woul d resign

| drive the rescue boat inthe local sailing club. | find nost peopl e
cannot tie a knot. Exanple, boats drift away fromthe jetty. Throw a heav-
ing line to a capsized boat and they can’t bend it to the foresheet. | saw
the El ementary Manual issued by the Royal Yachting Association and it has
8 knots including the Sheepshank. In over 40 years | have only

seen it used once, along the keel of a ship's |lifeboat as a goatline
for excess people. Wuld it not be better to have say three knots, and
|l earn these well? i.e. Figure of Eight, Round Turn & Two Hal f Hitches,
Sheet bend.

Yours faithfully, J. GARSI DES
Airdrie
May, 1983



BUTTERFLI ES v. TAMALES

Knotting or plaiting with very long lengths can be difficult.
Strands tangl e repeatedly. To speed the work the strands may be nade up
into butterflies (fig. B, 1-6), the idea being to draw out the working
line fromthe centre of the hank as you proceed; but working with butter-
flies can be just as troubl esone. Apart fromtangling strands as before,
the end withdrawn fromthe butterfly can snag several bights and jamthe
whol e device

The best nethod is to work with unconplicated strands all |ying
| cosely in a heap at your feet. If thisisn't practical a neat alternative
isthe ‘“tamale’ (fig. A 1-6) fromBruce G ant’s ‘ Encycl opaedi a of Rawhi de
and Leather Braiding’ (to be reviewed in the next issue of this newslet-
ter). The trick with atanmale is the way the surplus |line wi nds each tine
around the working part, as shown, alternately behind thenin front of it.

It will then pay out readily every tine. The nethod illustrated is that
used by Ms. Mary Fields of Bonanza, Oregon, U S. A, clearly a nost com
petent |ady for she “...skins her cow, cures her | hide, cuts it into

strings and braids everything fromhead-stalls to reatas.”

Ik' i Thanks to Guild

" menmber Bob LOYNES

cof Sheffield for
this contribu-
tion.

TIED END
—

n. b. The Mexican
“La reata” (Span-
ish for ‘the
rope’) becane the
cowboy’'s “lari -
at”. “lLasso”
(from Spani sh

“l azo” meani ng
‘snare’ or ‘slip-
knot' was rarely
used and then
only by visitors
from California
as a verb

“Lass rope”,
“rope”, and even
“string” were
casual terns used
by the nen who
wor ked with the
reat a.
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THE ROPE SHOP stocks
a vast range of
natural and
synthetic cords and
ropes, of all sizes
and colours; and
also supplies
knotting books.

T h e Rope Shop

26HighStreet

Emsworth

HantsPOl0 7AW
Telephone-Emsworth 2642

Proprietors: John & Veronica HOLLISS
(I.G.K.T. members)
If you can visit the shop you will find cordage of every
description, as well as a miscellany of beads and rings, tools
and all those other things beloved by knotting enthusiasts There

are also knotted items for sale. Prices are reasonable, so - if
you're in the area - do come and see us. We cater for everyone,
from the local fishermen to London-based craftswomen!

Alternatively, send a large s.a.e. for our latest mail order

Price and Book Lists.

The Book List includes over 100 titles of

macramé books, booklets and pamphlets; as well as -a number of
good knot books. The Price List too is mainly intended for those |
doing macramé. As Lt is NOT possible to send out samples of all f
available-cords, knotters attempting more complicated work should
write explaining their requirements as fully as they can
(including a sample of cord if possible) and we will do our best

to find the right thing.

THE WORLD' S FAI R KNOT
SCOOPS $2, 500 PRI ZE!

T REALLY 1IS:
A NEW KNOT

LAST YEAR THE DU PONT
STREN® PEUPLE OFFERED
$2,500 TO ANYONE \WHO
DEVELOPED A NEW KNOT
HERE'S THE WINNER, BEST
OF 498 ENTRIES.

S

N

L

CALLED TuE WORLD'S
FAIR KNOT, IT HAS 95-100
PERCENT STRENGTH,

QUOTATI ON - VWhi chever form of saddl e was
enpl oyed, its |oad was nmade secure by a

| ash rope, which was a continuous |ine
sonme thirty feet in Iength cunningly in-
terlaced about the |oad, and connected

wi th each end of a special cinch that rest-
ed bel owthe horse’s chest. One speci es of
thisinterlacing, if made in strict accord
wi th established fornula, produced on top
of the pack the figure of a dianond, and
thus gave to this species its nane of “di a-
mond hitch”. It would be so call ed regard-
| ess of whether it were either a “one- nman
di anmond” or el se took the slightly differ-
ent weavi ng of a “two-nman” or “governnent”
di anond. The hitch, when correctly thrown,
was renmarkable for its ability to absorb
the sl ackness generated at any particul ar
point, and firmy to inprison the held
packages within its grasp.

(* THE CONBOY' by Philip Ashton Rollins,
pub. Chas. Scribner’'s Sons - 1922)



CALL FOR AN | .G K . T. KNOI PHYLOGENY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Phyl ogeny i s the study of the evol utionary rel ati onshi ps of various
forns of life. Carolus Linnaeus (1707-1778) devi sed the fundanental con-
cepts of the phyl ogenetic classification systemused by bi ol ogi sts today.
Two exanpl es of the application of the classification systemare now gi ven

Vol f Red QCak
Ki ngdom Ani nmal i a Pl ant ae
Phyl um Chor dat a Tr acheophyt a
d ass Hamal i a Angi osper mae
Or der Carni vora Fagal es
Fam |y Qani dae Fagaceae
Genus Gani s Quer cus
Speci es | upus rubra

Thi s systempermts biol ogists around the world to have a common and
Standard nane for any particular plant or animal. Cearly, it is of fun-
damental inportance that some nethod be devised to provide systematic
names for knots.

I.G K T. nenber Frederick Browne has been thinking about this prob-
|l emfor years, but has not cone up with any practical solutions. However,
now t hat we have an international organization, it seens appropriate to
encourage all nenbers to think about the problem Wile Browne does not
have any solutions, he does have at |east sone desirable features of a
knot phyl ogeny schene. These features are:

1) The systemshoul d be easy to apply by all knot tyers. Methods based
on topol ogy and mat henatical group theory are not practical for use
by nost knot tyers.

2) The system shoul d be nunerical rather than based on any | anguage
such as Latin. Latitude and | ongitude are excell ent exanpl es of nu-
meri cal designations that do not depend on |anguage. Al so, in the
conmput er age, nunerical designations are certainly preferable to
nanes in sone natural |anguage

3)ldeally, it should be possible to tie the knot frominformation
contained in the knot's “scientific” name. This feature would be
truly amazing if achieved and is in the “frosting on the cake” cat-

egory.

Browne is willing to serve as an infornal head of an 1. G K T. effort
to devel op a knot phyl ogeny schene. Pl ease send your suggestions and pro-
posals to him Hopefully, it will be possible to publish sone positive
solutions in future issues of the Newsletter

Frederick Browne

P. 0. Box 327
Canbri dge, Massachusetts 02139
U S A

QUOTATI ON

“Jack had been at sea ever since he was the height of a marline-
spi ke.”
(Landsman Hay, c.1805)



ROLLI NG A MAGNUS

At one of our neetings there was sone confusion when nenbers speak-
i ng were obviously not referring to the sane knot (hitch). Maybe it depends
on whi ch ol der book you rely on. The nanmes ‘magnus hitch’ and ‘rolling
hitch’ have been interchanged, but as | see it today, the differences are
as follows and we ought to standardi ze on the nanes.

A magnus hitch is a clove hitch with an extra turn. It serves the
same purpose as a clove hitch, but is nore secure if what is being encir-
cledis slippery. Note that the working end makes a full round turn before
crossing to then nake a half hitch. Normally both ends are under | oad.

Arolling hitch is intended to take a load in the direction al ong
the spar or a thicker rope (as when attaching a handy billy). The working
end goes twi ce over the standing part (which will take the |oad), then
there i s another half hitch. The end may go on to be sei zed or nerely hel d,
if it istoonly be a brief pull

The i medi ately recogni zabl e difference is the single crossing of
the magnus hitch and the double crossing of the rolling hitch

Do we agree?

MAGNUS HITCH ROLLING HITCH

BEND OF UNKNOWN ORI G N

Thi s bend was found in a sling abandoned in the Bugaboo Mountai ns,
Sunmer, 1982 (never seen used as a clinmbing knot). Information from Rob
Chisnall, Ontario.




BOOK REVI EW6

The Knot Book by Geoffrey Budworth (Elliot R ght Way Books) 85p

This is what the title says - it is a book on ways of joining rope
toitself or solid objects. It does not cover fancywork, splicing or other
branches of work in cordage. There are 160 pages, packed in about equa
quantities with clear illustrations and descriptions, follow ng sone in-
troductory natter on ropes and techniques. No index - unfortunately.

As may be expected, there are all the famliar knots and sone var-
iations. Sone readers mmy prefer other nanes and sone may want to tuck
anot her way. So what - beginners will be safe if they stick to the book.

The test of a book on a well-covered subject is not howit deals
wi t h what nost ot her books do, but what is the reason why this is the book
to buy i f you al ready have t oo nany of the others. For one thing this gives
us proof that Matthew Wal ker was not the only man to have a knot naned
after him | do not know a book with as many personalized knots as this
one. There are nmany knots or variations that | have not seen described
el sewhere, and a |lot of these are ained at general and everyday users,
rat her than the purely nautical ones of many earlier books.

When nost books cost pounds, this one is exceptional val ue at pence.
Anyone interested in knots should have it to add to their know edge. |If
you cannot find it in a shop, no doubt our editor can supply it, auto-
graphed, for 1.05 including postage. -

Percy W Bl andford

‘ CELTI C ART - The Met hods of Construction’, by George Bain, pub. Constable,
London (1977)(orig. 1951) 3.95p

Royal Col |l ege of Art student, book illustrator and ultinately an art
mast er, the author acquired a uni que knowl edge of knot patterns in Celtic
art; then set about show ng students how to recreate these conplicated
creations by the systematic repetition of a few sinple guidelines.

If you need to draw anything froma sinple overhand or thunb knot
to the el aborate knot engravings of Al brecht Durer and Leonardo da Vinci
this book will show you how. In sinple stages, with just a ruler, sone
gr aph paper, and pencil and eraser, you could al so - after browsing t hrough
George Bain's work - create your own original knot designs.

G B.

BOOK LI ST

‘ ADVANCED ROPEWORKI NG by Leonard Poppl e, reprinted by Brown, Son & Fergu-
son Ltd. (orig. pub. 1959)

The fundanental s of bench riggi ng - nmaki ng boat fenders and splicing
on a large scale - explained sinply and clearly by a professional rigger
who served in H M Naval Dockyards.

Price, about 5Qp.



‘ CORDACE and CABLES ,by Capt. P.J. Stopford, R N, pub. by Brown, Son &
Ferguson Ltd. (1940, or earlier) - atraditional manual of seamanshi p which
is dated in many aspects . . . but nostalgia for ex-R N. and Merchant sea-
men alike.

Price, if reprinted, unknown.

‘ SCOUT PI ONEERI NG by John Sweet, reprinted by the Scout Association
(orig. pub. 1974) - First rate authoritative work on maki ng bl ocks, tackl es
and | ashings work for you. This manual directs the maki ng of | ookout tow
ers, lift bridges and aerial runways which are secure and functi onal
Price 2.25p,

‘ MACRAME, The Art of Creative Knotting’, by Virgina l. Harvey, pub, by Van
Nostrand Rein-hold Co. (1967) - an excellent introduction for inprovers
wi shing to acquire nore basic knotting patterns from clear draw ngs and
phot ogr aphs. Do not confuse this book with her other 1967 book ‘ Col our and
Design in Macrame' (listed in Issue No. 3).

Price about £4

‘ HANDBOOK OF SEAMAN S ROPEWORK', by Sam Svensson, pub. by Adlard Col es
Ltd. (orig. 1940); reprinted - i ntended for young seanmen entering t he Swed-
i sh nerchant navy, this work remains surprisingly up-to-date for anyone
seagoing in larger craft.

Price 3.50p.

‘ THE SECRETS OF HOUDI NI’ , by J.C. Cannell, reprinted by Dover Publications
Inc. (1973)(orig. pub. 1931) - Only one single chapter and sonme quai nt old
phot ogr aphs and drawi ngs feature the rope ties of this gifted professiona
deceiver; still value for noney.

Price |.90p.

‘KNOTS' , by George Russell Shaw, pub. by Bonanza Books (1924) with nodern
reprints - how many know thi s author’s nane? Yet he pre-dates Ashley with
this overl ooked source book of pleasant sketches and m nimal text.

Price unknown.

‘ CREATI VE ROPEWORK' by Stuart E. Grainger, pub. by G Bell & Sons Ltd.
(1975) - Unashanedly about fancywork; fromGCcean Plait mats to plaits and
sennits; Spanish hitching, grafting, needle hitching and netting. Very
clear, easy to foll ow draw ngs.

Price 5.25p

‘' THE TECHNI QUE OF MACRAMVE' , by Bonny Schmi d- Burl eson, pub. by B.T. Bats-
ford Ltd. (1974) - a feast of design possibilities for the advanced stu-
dent; make a zul u mask or a nonolithic free-standing structure, in w apped
and dyed jute.

Price 3. 0Op

' STRI NG FI GURES AND HONWTO MAKE THEM , by Carol i ne Furness Jayne, pub, by
Dover Publications Inc. (1962)(orig. pub. 1906) - a scholarly work out-
lining the ethnol ogy of the cat’s cradle in about 400 pages and nearly 900
dr awi ngs.

Price 2. O0p.



GUI LD NEWS by the Hon. Secretary

Menbership is now 105 and growing steadily. | now believe we will
ultimtely nake contact with over a thousand ent husi asts whose exi stance
was previously unsuspected. Do all you can to spread word of our being.
They' Il find us eventually.

I"ve had 1,000 new |l eafl ets printed. They | ook better than the first
batch and will be handed out to |ikely people we neet. Anyone keen to be
a regional organiser is welcone to a quantity for their use locally.

W have been nost fortunate to secure Guild menber Robert JACKSON
of Bi rm nghamas our first Hon. Treasurer. Robert is a professional auditor
with an insurance conpany and will care for our nobnies nore conpetently
than | could. His appointnment has freed ne to continue representing you
in the ways for which |’ m best qualified.

Does anyone have the use of an IBMtypewiter . . . the kind that
makes typescript appear as if printed? If so, please contact neif it could
occasionally be used by the Guild.

I"mal so | ooking for unwanted but serviceable, pre- fabricated and
portabl e equi prent to make exhi bition stands.

Later this week | visit the National Maritime Miseum at G eenw ch
Al t hough we have yet to use the Miuseunis facilities, we are on very good
terns with their Education Oficer, Mss. Phyllis HALLETT, who has given
great encouragenent since before the Guild was forned. At her invitation
I go to neet the Conference Secretary to discuss just what night be pos-
sible in the near future

Qui l d nenbers put on a worthy exhibition for Rotherhithe' s Festival
on June 1st. in the Thaneside ‘G ant Knot Garden’. The crowds were not
what we expected; but the fine day nade it possible to sit and consi der
the whol e question of display stands and what we needed to do. Present
were Ceof frey BUDWORTH, Frank HARRI'S (organiser), Des PAWON, al so Paul
HERBAULT and Desnmond MANDEVI LLE

| took part in a knotting workshop on June 21st. at the studio of
G ad FI NDLEY when 10 of her nacrame students undertook to master the 6
stages of tying the Star Knot . . . and did so! It’s hoped there will be
nmore such very pl easant gat heri ngs.

Thr oughout Sat urday and Sunday, 3rd. and 4th. Septenber, 2,000 Scout
| eaders will be reunited at Glwell Park (near Chigwell) in Essex, the
tradi tional home for such gatherings. The Guild has been invited to nount
a display and denonstration of its nenbers’ work. This nust be the best
we can do. Eric FRANKLIN (and | hope Des PAWSON) and | will be there
t hroughout the weekend, al ong with your President, Percy W BLANDFORD. An-
yone el se prepared to help even for part of a day will be nost wel cone.

I f you have work you woul d |i ke di spl ayed, do | et one of us have it in tine.

- - - 000 - - -
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