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EDI TORI AL

In an article within this issue Dr. Harry ASHER describes an origina
nmet hod of classifying knots. There will be those - understandably - who dism ss
hi s i deas because they may seeminpractical. After all, didn’t Australian knot
craftsman Charles H S. THOVASON wite recently in these pages; “l don’t knowthe
nanmes of many of the knots | tie.”

One of the Guild s aims is, however, to undertake research into all aspects
of knotting.

When | had to produce a training manual entitled ‘The ldentification of
Knots’ for forensic scientists and other crimnal investigators, my first
chal l enge was to devise a system of grouping and cl assifying over 100 basic
knots, bends and hitches. You can’t ask people who don’t know knot names to | ook
one up in an al phabetical index. | chose to group themaccording to the numnber
of crossing points each one possessed. Scientists can count.

Harry ASHER s method actually describes in a kind of speed-witing how
they are tied. Mathematici ans studyi ng topol ogy assi gn numerical val ues to knots
and then evolve fornulae to conpare them The “Rei denei ster Myves” are,
believe, an attenpt to give names to the ways in which a cord may be arranged
and rearranged. Some of us will never acquire the mathematical |anguage to
understand all of this; but we surely must be able to treat knots systematically
and logically if we are to | earn nore about themthan we know al ready. The | egacy
left us by the ancients and the old-tinme sailornmen is nost definitely not al
there is to know.

We need a shorthand neans of trading information and ideas wi thout
wool | i ness or anbiguity. Harry ASHER s suggestion may not be it. Fred BROANE in
Canbri dge, Massachusetts, U.S. A has proposed nunbers and a computer. Bob LOYNES
of Sheffield, England, has been toying with the idea of crossing points; not
counting them but listing themeither ‘O (for ‘over’) or ‘U (for ‘under). Bob
CHI SNALL in Kingston, Ontario, Canada is harnessing Linnaeus’ biologica
descriptive headi ngs. The debate has been opened; the race is on

Meanwhil e, unlettered and intuitive craftsmen and wonen |i ke you and ne
shoul d not be cast down. Harry ASHER and the rest of themwould be the first to
adm re that Star Knot or a conplicated Turk’s Head which we have tied. The Guild
is for all of us.



SCOUT BUTTONS Scouting for Boys

VWhen Robert Baden Powel | produced
‘Scouting for Boys’ in fortnightly

parts in 1908 that triggered off the
start of the Boy Scout Associ ation.
He included a | ot of basic knotting
in the requirenents for being a good '
scout as well as suggesting making '
buttons out of |eather bootlaces
(opposite).
There are two interesting gﬂ
poi nts. Where did he get the idea?
1
3

iO0W TO MAKE BUTTONS OUT OF BOOTLACES

It is a good way of making a turk’s
head, but it is not the usual one
described in knotting books of that
vi ntage. Then those of us who
attenpt toillustrate knots can have
synpathy with B.P. - up to stage
three he is correct, and this wll
ensure correct conpletion, but at
stage 4 he has one crossing going
over, where it should go under (the
arrowed doubling end).

Continue till you have the whole
Percy W Bl andford knot doubled or trebled.

5 . 6
The loop for attaching the Pull all tight, cut off
button is moved from its loose end, and the
original position to hang button is complete.

from the centre of the knot.

LI NKED OVERHAND KNOTS

Part | - A Code for Description and a Means of Di scovery

by Harry Asher

illustrations by
El eanor Draper

This article introduces a conci se code of description which is
particularly applicable to Iinked overhand knots, and shows how it may be used
to survey the field, to discover new bends, and to comruni cate wi th another
r eader.

Ternms and Conventi ons Fig. 1 shows a right-handed overhand knot. The
first turnis like the start of a normal right-handed screwthread where a cl ock-
Wi se rotation screws down into the paper. Fig. 2 shows a | eft-handed over hand
knot where the same clockw se rotation screws up out of the paper. Anyone to
whomthis ideais neww |l do well to pause here for thought. Notice that right-
or |eft-handedness has nothing to do with which part is running and which is
standi ng end.




VWhen two overhand knots are to be |linked we nmake the convention that one
shall be on the I eft or west side, and shall al ways be ri ght-handed and of darker
cord than the other. The second overhand knot wi |l always be on the right or
east side of the first, and tied in lighter cord. It may be right- or left-
handed. If right-handed the code is R if left-handed the code is L. There is
no need for any code for the darker overhand knot on the |eft, because it is
al ways right-handed. At tinmes in the text we shall also use ‘rh’ and ‘I h’ for
ri ght-handed and | eft-handed, and ‘o-h’ is convenient for ‘overhand

The parts of an o-h knot are shown in Fig. 3. The three spaces within the
knot are the ‘s’ (standing), ‘c’ (central), and the ‘r’ (running) spaces. North,
Sout h, East and West (N, S, E, and W are as on a map. ' Up’ and ‘down’ nean ‘up’
and ‘ down’ through the paper, assuned to be |ying face up on a table. The * spi ne’
is the twisted part on the North side; the ‘belly’ is the single part on the
Sout h si de.

To describe two |linked o-h knots we will assume that the first, the one
on the left in dark cord, is fixed with the ‘s’, ‘¢’ and ‘r’ spaces open; its
| ead (standing part) enters the knot fromthe West side, and its end (running
end) energes Eastward. The end of the second knot in light cord does all the
tying, and is said to go ‘down through’ or ‘up through’ the ‘SI, ‘¢’ or ‘r’
spaces in the dark fixed rh o-h knot. Sonetinmes the lighter cord is described
as ‘your own’, e.g. “over the dark end and then under your own |ead”. The end
does not have to plunge vertically up or down t hrough a space, but can go through
at a slant; thus we may say; “North up through ‘s’”, or “Eastward down through

¢

r , etc.

To i ntroduce the nethod we will start by describing a well known bend, the
Ri gger’s Bend, and we will refer to a figure (Fig. 4). W do this so that once
the method is understood we can apply it subsequently to other knots wi thout
reference to a figure.

Instructions for Rigger’s Bend Start on the East side; take your own
runni ng end North-West, then South under spine, up c, East over belly, North
over dark end and own | ead, South-Wst under own | ead, then up through r to
conpl ete own c-h.

The next step is to shorten the description into a brief code so that for
the limted category of |inked o-h knots we can answer the cry for help from
Frederi ck BROANE i n No. 4 of our journal. However, | will not use nunmbers as he
suggests, because letters are nuch nore easily remenbered, as was well shown by
the change fromletters to nunbers in the STD tel ephone code.

The Code (for Rigger’s Bend) The first o-h is right-handed, but that
need not be stated in the code for the knot because it is true for all the knots
inthis series. The second o-h knot is right-handed, so we wite R

VWhen you have tied the knot follow ng the instructions above, but before
you have tightened it, you will see that the second o-h knot forns a ring round
the spine of the first first fixed knot; if you hold the | ead and the end of the
fixed knot pointing firmy Wst and East then you cannot slip the ring fornmed



by the second o-h knot round to encircle the belly, it gets, blocked by the | ead
and end of the fixed knot. | call this arrangenent ‘' Across the Spine’ (Fig. 5a);
incode it is AS. So up to this point the code is: RAS

In tying the bend the end was taken up ¢ and up r in code this becomes UC
UR. So now we have: -

Code for Rigger’'s Bend is: RAS DC DR

The Code in Genera

In other linked overhand bends the second o-h knot may be tied Across the
Belly (Fig. 5b), and it may be * Right- or Left-handed. In general therefore the
first three letters will be: RAS, RAB, LAS, or LAB. One further point that has
caused some confusion: ‘your own’ overhand knot is conpleted on the second tuck
(UR in the exanpl e above).

The Systemin Use

We will now use the systemto find how many bends there are conposed of two
o-h knots linked by two tucks tied either AS or AB. First consider cases where
the second knot is rh and is tied across the spine of the fixed rh o-h knot, and
when the first tuck is up through the standi ng space (‘s’) of the fixed knot.
This part of the code is RAS US. The second tuck can be US, UC, or UR These
three bends will be: RAS US US; RAS US UC, and RAS US DR. It is now but a smal
step to draw up the Tabl e bel ow -

Tabl e for RAS Bends

Tucks Tucks Tucks Tucks
1st 2nd 1st 2nd 1st 2nd 1st 2nd
Us Us Us DS DS Us DS DS
uc DC uc DC
UR DR UR DR
uc Us uc DS DC Us DC DS
uc DC Us DC
UR DR UR DR
UR us UR DS DR us DR DS
uc DC uc DC
UR DR UR DR

At this stage we have four columms each of nine bends, making a total of 36. O
these only a few will be good. You may get a known bend, a new bend, or nore
often a nmess. You can now try another 36 bends by tying them across the belly
(RAB), making 72 so far. However the yield of good bends fromRAB is | ess than
fromRAS. If you are feeling particularly strong you can tie 36 bends in each
of RAS, RAB, LAS and LAB nodes, giving a total of 144. There are many ot her
conbi nations of two-tuck linked o-h knots, and in sone both the belly and the
spine are encircled, but they will not be discussed here.



Fig. 4 From The Knot Book by .
Geoffrey Budworth )



First Use of the System

Qur code can be used as a concise system of notation which may be nore easily
menori zed than the bend itself, perhaps nore easily followed than a di agram and
readily communi cated to a friend who knows the code. We will use it here to
descri be sone established bends:

RAS

RAS

RAS

RAS

LAS

us

us

uc

DS

uc

uc

UR

UR

UR

The Twofol d Over hand Bend, Ashley No. 1426, sane
structure as the two-strand Matthew Wal ker knot.

Desmond Mandeville’ s Neat and New, Knotting Matters,
No. 4, page 3.

The Rigger’s Bend, described earlier in this article.

Ashl ey No. 1408, a neat bend, the two ends energe
toget her on the same side.

Desnond Mandeville's Poor Man’s Pride; Rosendahl’s ‘P
Knot, see Knotting Matters, No. 4, page 3.

Second Use of the System

This use is to di scover

RAS

RAS

RAS

LAS

LAB

There are several

us

UR

DS

DS

DR

DR

uc

us

us

uc

uc

ot her

new | | i nked overhand bends. A selection is given bel ow

Neat, rather |like the Ri gger’s Bend. The ends normally
ener ge per pendi cul ar to the | eads and on opposite sides.
However, with some mani pul ation they may be nmade to
energe together on the same side.

The ends energe approxi mately parallel to the |eads.
No great clains, but it seens to be an adequate bend.
Once nore sone resenblance to the Rigger’s Bend.

A neat bend; ends energe together perpendicular to

| eads. By internal rearrangement it may slip to LAB DR
DR, but harm essly, affecting slightly the way the ends
emer ge.

A neat bend, ends parallel to | eads. Special featureis
that if the bend is tightened by a pull on the |eads it
remai ns easily broken; but if it is tightened by a pul
on the ends it can jamtight. | rate it best of the
bunch.

accept abl e conbi nati ons, and bends resenbling the

Ri gger’s Bend turn up quite often. If you like to work through the series of 144

bends you can tie 24 per

day for six days; then rest on the Sabbath.



WHATEVER HAPPENED TO PAGE 147

In the last issue (No. 4, July, 1983) of this newsletter, page 13 was devoted
to a correspondent who, at the bottom of the page, discussed the Sheepshank. He

stated; “In over 40 years | have only..... " There was a bl ank section at the top
of page 14, a printing error. Wat shoul d have appeared is; “ . . . . . seen it
used once , along the keel of a ship's |ifeboat as a goatline for excess peopl e.
Wuld it not be better to have say three knots, and |l earn these well? i.e. Figure
of Eight, Round Turn & Two Hal f Hitches, Sheetbend.

Yours faithfully,
J. GARSI DES Airdrie
May, 1983

(Apol ogies, Jim- Ed.)

QUOTATI ON

“Sonmetimes in fine weather, the able seanmen would play a trick on us. As the
long I'ine of nen and boys haul ed away at a single brace, our voices echoing the
cries of the shantyman who was giving us the time, a man in the centre of the
i ne would quickly double a portion of line as the slack cane to him by
‘marrying’ it and with the next swi nging pull he would pass nore line aft to his
nei ghbour who would in turn pass the bight to his nei ghbour. Wen three nen had
the conceal ed doubl e rope safely held they would wait for the next heave and

t hen suddenly l et the | ot go. Everyone behind themwould fall flat on their backs
on the deck, having exerted all their weight and pulling power against three
fathoms of slack rope!”

‘BOY ALOFT' by Gavin Craig, pub. Nautical Publishing Co. (1971)




THE KNOT

A the knots o' a sailor’s craft

Weel could he tie in a trice

An’ nae thocht ava o' a day to daw

VWhen the Deil wad han’le his dice;

Yet | stude yestreen at the back o' the kirk
In oor am hane port o’ Leith,

An’ heard himtie ae knot wi’ his tongue

That he winna wark | owse wi’' his teeth.

(viz: Marriage - the knot you tie with your tongue, and can-not work | oose with
your teeth)

‘THE LUM HAT WANTIN THE CROON and ot her poens by David Rorie, MD., pub. By
The Moray Press (1935)

* lum = silk

VWHY NOT A LOGI CAL KNOT BOARD? by Eric Franklin

This article was first published in ‘The Scouter’ mmgazi ne, Septenber, 1960.

How many Scout Headquarters have you been i n where the knot board, either
per manent|y hanging on the wall or brought out for use as and when required, is
atatty old thing of doubtful use? Not yours, of course. You took a lot of |ovely
care, tying all the correct knots and nmounting themneticul ously on a board for
all to admre. But what about all those others.

It is afact, and | speak fromexperience, that the majority of knot boards
made for Troop use are too often inpractical to enploy for the purpose for which
t hey shoul d be used - the instruction of Scouts. Ot hers, of course, are wonderful
exanpl es of knot craft, the only use for which is to nount in a beautiful frane
and hang high on the wall for visitors to admre. This is no doubt excellent
advertisement, which has its value, but we should be nore concerned with
instruction. Well then, why not conbine the two? A knot board which is
decorative, which will be admired by visiting Scouters and yet which is emnently
practical and designed for use by the ones who matter, the Scouts.

Wth this thought in mnd, | have been at sonme pains to design the knot
board which is illustrated here. It is so worked out that the cords are
continuous, everything is interlinked by knots. All the hitches are attached to
a length of dowelling at the top and the whol e assenbly can be lifted by this
rod and then noved around to where it is nost needed. It can be turned round so
that the other side of the knot can be seen (you can't do this with any other
knot board |’ve ever seen) and, to a large extent, handled with inmpunity. To
achieve this state, | have cheated in one or two mnor ways. For exanple, to
ensure that the Marline Spike stays in the Marline Spike Hitch, it is not netal,
but wood, carved from a piece of thin beech dowel and sandpapered: it is then
fixed in place with touches of “Copydex” where it touches the cord. The



The Sheepshank woul d soon fall apart with handling, so the | oops at each end are
sei zed to the standing parts: thisis in any case permni ssible and, in fact, often
advi sabl e and should be included in the teaching. The end | oops could al so be
toggl ed, the toggles again being secured with Copydex.

Anot her dodge | thought of to inprove the utility of this unit was an
addi ti onal method of fixing the knots. Wen it is conpleted, lay it down on
several thicknesses of newspaper and after pegging it out nicely in position
with a sufficient nunber of pins, go over the whole surface with a thin solution
of shellac, using a soft brush, and trying not to soak it so nmuch that the
newspaper is going to stick to the cords. When it is dry (about ten m nutes)
carefully turn the whol e thing over and do the sane to the other side. Further
coats can be added if required. Wen finished, the various parts of the knots
wi |l be permanently fixed as you want them noreover, when it gets well and truly
dusty, the whole thing can be dipped in a bucket of water with a detergent,
shaken, and hung up to dry. The dowel at the top should be varnished first, of
course. If you have used a white cord, you can use “Val spar” Clear Varnish
i nstead of shell ac.

The deci sion as to what knots to use, and howto arrange them needed sone
thought. It was essential that every knot actually required from Tenderfoot up
to First Class must be included (n.b. these requirenents have been drastically
simplified since 1967 - ed.), but a great deal nore than these were needed to
make the sort of job | wanted. | nust therefore | ook for other reconmended knots
or interesting and worthwhile ones. The Carrick Bend, probably the nost perfect
of knots, was a “natural”. The Bow ine Bend is an obvious nethod of fastening
two ropes safely and securely together; but the Spanish Bowine, apart from
mat chi ng excellently the Fireman's Chair, appears to be little known so that
went in. The Spanish knot is good fun to tie, a better knot to use for the sane
pur pose, and one that seens to be gai ning favour in Scouting circles. The Racki ng
Bend is, wi thout doubt, the best nethod of fastening a thin rope to a thicker
one, while the Alpine Butterfly is rapidly superseding other knots for the m ddle
man on a clinber’s rope. The Jury Mast Knot in the centre appeared to be the
best knot | could think of for Iinking up the various sections and, at the sane
time, making a decorative centre-piece for the whole design. This, however,
doesn’t detract fromits use as a sling at canp for holding foodstuffs up off
the ground, provided that there is a convenient tree handy. So we finish with a
| ogi cal series of knots, all worthwhile and nmany essential to us, the whole
form ng an attractive and decorative piece of work

There are various ways in which the knot unit could be nounted. My choice
woul d be a sheet of plywood or hardboard covered with a piece of tent canvas or
sailcloth, tightly stretched in place. Two hooks screwed in towards the upper
side serve to carry the assenbly, the dowel resting on them Two suitable pins,
or pieces of dowel screwed in place frombehind, are permanently fixed in place
so that when the assenbly is placed on the board the cord at either end of the
Sheepshank is stretched sufficiently to slip over them Two pins can also be
added to keep the two Bowl i nes out at an attractive angle. For a frame, | would
suggest a length of 11/2,’ rope (about 1/2” diameter) glued (Copydex?) round the
rimof the board; this piece of rope could be carefully neasured for |ength
and the ends joined in a Short splice which would come exactly in the centre at
the bottom Turk’s Heads at the sides and top could be added for decoration, if
requi red, and a coat of shellac added. The nanmes of the knots can be stencilled
on the actual board, typed on self-adhesive Iinen |abels or omtted al together
just as you pl ease.
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have to stick to ny selection of knots,

you do not

If the idea appeals to you

shoul d

means work out a better one and if you do

By al

be delighted to receive a photograph

nor to my arrangenment.
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LETTERS
Dear M. Budworth,

On purchasing a copy of your Knot Book, | read about the Internationa
Guild of Knot Tyers. | was inmmediately interested and would |ike to know nore
about the Guild. | would be very pleased to receive any information regarding
the Guil d.

I first becanme hooked on knotting when, as a 10 year old Wl f Cub, | was
i ntroduced to the mysteries of reef knots, sheetbends and bow i nes, and
adnmoni shed to al ways use the proper knot for the job in hand. That was in 1924,
and since then knots and knotting in many forns - ropes, working knots, fancies,
nets, mats, bellropes, etc., have remained a great interest to ne.

| spent nore than half my working life in the coal- mines. This wasn’t
hal f so bad as many peopl e woul d have you believe - honestly | enjoyed pit work.
Still, that’s by the way. For several years | was a coal cutter, and operated an
under cut machi ne which wi nched itself along the face on a 5/8ths. inch flexible
wire rope. The anchor for the winch rope was a steel rod inclined at an angle
bet ween roof and floor, and which passed through a loop tied in the end of the
rope. Being wire, it was, of course, inpossible to tighten the |oop manually.
The | oop was made, pl aced over an anchor point on the machi ne, and then ti ghtened
by the wi nch. Perhaps, you'll be wondering what all this is about. Well, to cut
it short, the loop we used to tie is given in your book as Ontario bowine. A
good knot .

| have enclosed a S.A E., and await your reply to nmy enquiry about the Guild.

Thanki ng you,
Yours faithfully,

W1 Iliam Sinmpson, Manchester
9 Aug 83

Dear GCeoffrey,

WORLD S FAIR KNOT (Newsletter, Sunmer 1983, p.15). This ‘new knot is

dentteal—toAshley 1690—alt hough at first sight, the nethod of tying appears
to be different. How difficult it is to invent a new knot!

ps:the cutting doesn’t say which World Fair. Perhaps it predated Ashley. If so
| take it all back

Yours,
Ettrick Thomson
Al debur gh
Suf f ol k
13 July, 1983

(n.b.1t was a Press itemfromthe Seattle area, Ettrick, and their Wrld Fair
was in 1962. Lucky old prizewi nner!! | wonder where they found their judge - ed.)
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Dear M. Budworth,

This is to say that we have now ‘filled the vacancy’ do to speak, and to
t hank you for your kind offer of help in this natter.

It is good to have a known |ist of knot experts, and we may have ot her
projects at some future date.

Yours sincerely,

Julian van Hasselt

Edi tor, Granada Publi shing
Adl ard Col es Ltd.

27 July 1983

Dear GCeoffrey,

Dr. Harry Asher’s translation of the Russian knot sheet has pronpted
this quick note . . .|Knot No. 18 - the Top Knot -| which caused Dr. Asher to
query his translation my be explained in a way which was consistent with its
use.

I have forgotten its nanme but in ny young days in the Service | was taught
that Knot 18 was the knot to tie at the head of a jury mast in a whaler (28ft.)
or cutter (32ft.) -when the boat’s rigging had been carried away by the el enents.

The jury mast woul d nost probably be an oar and the masthead knot woul d
be slipped over the | oomof the oar. Three of the | oops would serve as points
to secure the forestay and two shrouds. The two tails would be tied together to
make a fourth loop (reef knot with hitches) to create an extenpore block to
service the halyard for the stormtrysail or any other piece of material to serve
as an energency sail. So it seens that a “top knot is not an inappropriate name
for a jury mast head knot

Fred Browne’ s i dea oﬂ “Living Treasure” (KM Vol. 3, p.13) |s an admirabl e
one and one that is well worth pursuing. In fact, I would Iike to end up one day
like that nyself, just sitting and doing the ropework and explaining to
i nterested bystanders just why | did this particular little insignificant detail
whi ch may not show in the conpleted item Just to know every thing is done
properly and goes towards giving the itemit’s finished character. A created
whol e rather than an attractive facade.

Yours, aye,

Charl es Thomason
Queensl and
Australia
5-7-83
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HOW TO DRAW KNOTS - Part |1 by Geoffrey Budworth

It’s easy to sketch the outlines of many basic knots. Sinply make a cross
or ‘x’, slightly flattened, in one of a nunber of patterns (see Fig's i - v
bel ow). Join the ends of the crosses, as indicated, to conplete your diagrans.
Add t he over-under sequence (you saw howto do that in the |l ast issue) to conplete
the knot. Fig. (i) can be either |efthanded or righthanded overhand knot. Fig.
(ii), depending upon location of short ends, may be a reef, thief, granny or
threef knot. Fig (iii) is the figure of eight knot and fig. (iv) one of the
carrick bends. Fig. (v) shows how to construct tw sts. Putting down crosses as
your prelimnary |layout is good for pencilling a quick knot sketch for soneone
on the back of a used envelope; or it my be used on graph paper as the start
to a smarter illustration.

Look again at Fig. (iv). To produce a double Iine drawing, an alternative
method to that in the last issue is as follows. Fill in the seven internal
conpartnents of the knot diagram (Fig. (iv)) with the | ozenge shapes depicted
in Fig. (vi), and also draw | ines around the outside of the pattern. Erase the
original (nowthe centre) line (see Fig. (vii)). Insert the required over-under
sequence (Fig. (viii)). By working with lightly pencilled guidelines this nmethod
is practical, and it particularly suits |arger knot |ayouts such as |arge nat
patterns with a great many crossing points.

n.b. No attenpt has been made to construct very -neat illustrations by neans
of draw ng instrunments.
The figures bel ow are quick freehand efforts done by the nethods advocat ed above.

In the next issue . . . designing large Turk’s Heads with conpasses and
protractor.

£
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PROFI LE OF A KNOTSMAN by the Editor

ERI C FRANKLIN is the Guild s doyen - a founder nember -nowin his md 70s,
yet still active in so many ways.

A lifelong Scout (over 50 years a Scout |eader) and canper he was, until
age conpelled his retirement fromthe post, Assistant District Conmi ssioner in
W nbl edon & Merton; and the Scout Association recognised his efforts with a
di stingui shed service award. He has been an influential knotting author and his
books are stocked by Scout Shops as their authorised publications on the subject.
They include *Tying Knots’, ‘A Dictionary of Knots’, ‘An ABC of Knots’ and
‘Kanmut’ (ethnol ogical string figures or “cat’s cradles”) as well as innunerable
articles in the former *Scout’, ‘Scouter’, and (now) ‘Scouting’ nmgazi nes. Sone
of these latter items will appear with his perm ssion
- the first inthis issue - of our newsletter. He has recently conpil ed over 500
of his own excellent drawi ngs for a book on fancy knotting.

The young Eric played water polo at County |level, and was a prize-w nni ng
mle and half mile front runner; and once - in Sidney Whoderson's days - cl ocked
2 mnutes 1 second for the half nile.

He i s a menber of the exclusive Inner Magic Circle, a nenber of its council
and the nmuseum curator. Sone |I.G K. T. nenbers wi |l have enjoyed his
denonstrati ons of rope magi c. He clearly enjoys being a showman, yet, being privy
to so many secrets, he nmust al so be a discreet fellow This veteran entertai ner
has al so been an active player in a banjo orchestra for the past 30 years.

Listening to Eric rem nisce, it’s hard to keep track of all his experiences
- clerking in a shipping office, a travelling salesman, an authority on mica
i nsul ation for condensers, sent by governnment on a war-time trip to the U S A,
made r edundant aged 59, then conjuring anot her career (when none seened possi bl e)
in advertising.

Now a proud grandfather, Eric Franklin finds the tine and energy to
continue existing interests . . .and to pronote new ones, |ike our CGuild. Wen
asked howhe is faring, he oftenreplies; “Oh, keeping alive.” Well, Eric, you' re
doi ng nore than just that. You enrich the lives of all of us who cone in contact
wi th youl

NET, ROPE & TW NE MJUSEUM

The Romans brought ropemeking to Britain and found the climate around Bridport
in Dorset ideal for the growing of henp. It was to be the town’s staple industry
for centuries. Nowvisit the Net, Rope & Twi ne Museumin South Street, Bridport,
Dorset (tel: 0308 22116); nearest railway station - Mii den Newton; open every
nor ni ng (except Sundays and holidays) throughout the year 10.30 a.m to 1.00
p.m from1lst. June until 30th. Septenmber, also from2.30 p.m to 4.30 p.m Not
open Thursdays or Saturday afternoons. No Sunday opening at all
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A NEW BEND?

The bend shown in Fig 1, with a method for tying it in Fig 3, is very,
very, like the Rigger/Hunter, shown in Fig 2, but it is different, and | believe
it to be new

The difference lies inthe fact that in the Rigger/ Hunter the two standi ng
parts are linked (or twisted, or tied in an overhand knot) and the ends are
paral lel, but in the newbend it is the other way round. This does not nean that
it is sinmply the Rigger/Hunter with ends and standing parts interchanged; such
a knot exists, of course, but its ends are linked in the opposite sense, and it
is no good as a bend.

It is worth nentioning that if neither standing parts nor ends are |inked,
the result is Desnond Mandeville’ s Bend N (‘ The Al phabend’, Newsletter, Sumrer
1983, pp 2-5). If both are linked, there are four possibilities. Wth the
standing parts |inked as in the Rigger/Hunter, one way of |inking the ends makes
only a trivial difference; the other makes a bend (Ashley No 1426, Mndeville
M based on the 2-strand Matthew Wal ker. Wth standing parts linked in the
opposi te sense and ends unlinked, Ashley No 1425 results; |inking the ends,
ei ther way, makes no essential difference.

ETTRI CK THOMSON

i)

|

Fig 1. The new bend Fig 2. The Rigger/Hunter Bend

Fig 3. Howto tie the new bend

Be sure to make the crossing marked *
Draw up by first pulling the ends tight.

15
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THE GUI LD S HON
TREASURER SUBM TS
H S ACCOUNTS TO
THE HON. AUDI TOR

In fact, the Peruvian

| ncas used those knotted
pendant cords suspended
froma top cord as a
deci mal systemof keeping
el aborate accounts,
lacking a witten

| anguage.

Over hand knot s, Fi gur e of
Ei ght knots and Multiple
Over hand knots were
commonly used to denote
vari ous nuneri cal

val ues.

They were old when the
Spani sh Conqui st ador es
arrived in Peru.
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The store rooms of the Inca Topa Yupanqui. The picture shows the
administrator giving an account of the stores to the Inca by means of
his quipu.

From Poma de Ayala, Nueva Cordnica y Buen Gobierno (1580-1620)

THE HON. TREASURER SUBSEQUENTLY
PRESENTS H S REPORT TO
THE ANNUAL GENERAL NEETI NG

Anyone intrigued to know nore about \
the I ogic of the Peruvian |Indian quipu I
shoul d read * QUI PUS and W TCHES KNOTS ' B
(revi ewed on anot her page of this issue)
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L. F. Gsborne, MD., of Washington State, U S. A, submtted this | oop knot
to the National Maritinme Miseum at Greenwich in England recently in the hope
that it would be useful to them

“NO NAME KNOT”

It istiedeasily and quickly in the dark; and easily, instantly rel easabl e
under tension. It was designed, he states for quick tie-down and i nstant rel ease
of aircraft in the Southwest Pacific during WWII, and is called “No Nane Knot”.

It’s new to me. Does anyone know nore about it?

QUOTATI ON

“And ol d Lance Skuthorpe, rarely without a rope in his hand, throw ng hal f-
hitches. He had a rope in his hand for hours every day (n.b. in his eighties -
ed.) endlessly tying half-hitches . . . . . He wasted hours show ng bush chil dren
tricks with ropes

‘THE ROUGH RIDER by Jack Pollard, pub. Angus & Robertson Ltd. (1963)
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THE ROPE SHOP stocks T h e Rope Shop

a vast range of

natural and 26HighStreet

synthetic cords and Emsworth

ropes, of all sizes HantsPOl0 7AW

and colours; and Telephone-Emsworth 2642
also supplies

knotting books.

Proprietors: John & Veronica HOLLISS
(I.G.K.T. members)

If you can visit the shop you will find cordage of every
description, as well as a miscellany of beads and rings, tools
and all those other things beloved by knotting enthusiasts There
are also knotted items for sale. Prices are reasonable, so - if
you're in the area - do come and see us. We cater for everyone,
from the local fishermen to London-based craftswomen!

Alternatively, send a large s.a.e. for our latest mail order
Price and Book Lists. The Book List includes over 100 titles of
macramé books, booklets and pamphlets; as well as -a number of
good knot books. The Price List too is mainly intended for those
doing macramé. As Lt is NOT possible to send out samples of all f
available-cords, knotters attempting more complicated work should
write explaining their requirements as fully as they can
(including a sample of cord if possible) and we will do our best

to find the right thing.

MJUCH ADO ABOUT KNOTTI NG by Cy Canute-~

G lwell Park, 100 historic acres near Chingford, Essex, is Mecca for
Scouts. September 3rd. and 4th. was the weekend when gal es and rain bl ew 1983’ s
Summer out of sight. Yet that was the two days when 2,000 adult Scouts, all Wod
Badge hol ders, converged for their annual reunion; and when the .G K T. held
its most successful exhibition of nenbers’ work

Eri c FRANKLI N, founder nenber, arranged it; and Guild President Percy
BLANDFORD, an equal |y distinguished |ifelong Scout lent his nane to the idea.
Bot h wor ked hard t hr oughout the weekend. Your President was quick to grab a broom
and sweep | eaves when it was the nost useful job he could do at the tine. Eric
- whose age is revealed in ‘Profile of a Knotsman’ - soldiered manfully on for
two days despite irksonme aches and pains. Professional rigger |Ian McCORMACK and
Geof frey BUDWORTH were al so on scene to make sure the Guild got noticed.

The select crowd proved interested and know edgeable. The stall was
i nundat ed and adnmired. Ten new nenbers signed up on the spot. Three others wote
in later. Others are expected once the |leaflets taken for themreach their
destinations.

The “knotting workshop” - Eric’s inspiration - was nost popular. He had
produced 100 copies of each of six worksheets, step-by-step drawi ngs of itens
such as Turk’s Heads and Ocean Plaits. Also provided were soft boards and pins.
Many tried their hands. Ms. |vy BLANDFORD - unasked - stood for hours both days,
gui di ng uncertain fingers, and then selling the worksheets at | Op. each or 6 for
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50p. We grossed 35. 60p. Having deducted the cost of printing (10.80p.), Eric has
ki ndly proposed that half the remainder should go to Guild funds. He has al so
received a promse that the Guild will receive prom nent coverage in Scouting
Magazi ne.

A great day. Qur thanks to Eric for his insistence that Guild

representatives nust be allocated confortable acconodation, meals (which I'm
told were magnificent at any price), and a prine site for the exhibition stall

BOOK REVI EVW6

‘ THE MARLI NSPI KE SAI LOR by Hervey Garrett Snith,
first pub. in GB. by David & Charles (1972)(orig. pub. 1949)

This is a knotting classic, accepting the short time nost knot books have
been around. The author was a life- |ong yachtsman, Anerican, whose skilfu
drawi ngs brought a new clarity to the subject. The book is a delight just for
the pictures; and the contents ained at the practical boatman, heaving |ines,
canvas buckets, wooden bilge punps. It is dated but very pleasantly so. . . for
exanpl e, directions how to construct a w nd-driven sail-boat race in the form
of a weat her vane nounted for anusenent atop your outside privy! This marvell ous
work is marred by the appendi x (a copy of some manufacturer’s instructiona
panmphl et) on how to splice braid-on-braid ropes. Find an older edition in a
second- hand book shop and avoid the intrusion

‘QUIPUS AND WTCHES KNOTS by Cyrus Law ence Day,
pub. by the University of Kansas Press (1967)

Do you seek a cure for haenorrhoids, snake bite-or headache? In this
scholarly work, M. Day (yes, the sanme C. L. Day respected for his *Sailors
Knots') traces the use of nmagi c knots, religious knots, knot cal endars, and even
the deci mal | ogic of Peruvian quipus is analysed. He reveals just how very old
knots really are...older than the wheel, fire, cultivation of the soil or
harnessing the wind. The book contains illustrations fromrare manuscripts of
t he slings used by Anci ent Greek and Roman physi ci ans; and the Constrictor Knot
(often wrongly assuned to be Ashley’s invention) is denonstrated to be at | east
a coupl e of thousand years ol der than generally supposed. Primtive people were
not sinple where knots were concer ned.

BOOK LI ST

‘AN | NTRODUCTI ON TO KNOTS' by E. T. Davies (I.G K. T. nenber)*
pub. Brown, Son & Ferguson Ltd. (1981),

price £3. O0p.

Sof t - covered and pocket-sized with a conci se i ndex, M. Davies has made a
very practical selection of about 60 knots and attachnments, clearly illustrated.
An ideal book for anyone beginning to need knots to use, slightly overpriced
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‘NETS - How to Make, Mend and Preserve Themi by G A. Steven
pub. Routl edge and Kegan Paul Ltd. (1960)(orig. 1950)

Thi s book was selling for 7/6 in 1960; and it still surfaces fromtime to
time in second-hand book shops for the decimal equivalent of that price. Wth
clear instructions and drawi ngs, M. Stevens (who was Naturalist at the Plynouth
Laboratory of the Marine Biological Assoc. of the U K.) explains the basic
techni ques and then gives us a few useful things to make.

' COABOY ROPI NG AND ROPE TRI CKS' by Chester Byers,
pub. by Dover Publications Inc. (1966)(orig. 1928),
price £1.Cbp.

This is another of those excellent nodern re-prints of a fascinating old
book | ong out of print. Worth the price just for the photographs of the author,
W !l Rogers, Fred Stone and Elsie Janis with ropes in their hands, it show you
how to spin a lariat and then progress to stunts |like the *Crinoline’
‘Butterfly and ‘ OCcean Wave’ . Rope spi nning was once a part of circus, vaudeville
and Scout canp fire. | haven't seen it done for years. |Is there anyone who can
still show us?

* ANGLERS KNOTS in Gut and Nylon’ by Stanl ey Barnes,
pub. Cornish Bro's Ltd. (1948)

A marvel | ous source book if you |like to know where knots origi nated and
what they were first called. Stanley Barnes, MD., D.Sc., L1.D., F.R. C. P., was
formerly Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, University of Birm ngham The Stanley
Barnes knot is naned after him It appears often in second-hand shops and is
well worth the search for the many anecdotes about knotting it contains.

‘' MACRAME' by Dona Z. Meil ach
pub. by George Allen & Unwin (1971);
price £4.25p.

If you already own Virginia Hervey's books and you |iked Bonny Schm d-
Burl eson’s book, then this is the next one to | ook for; splendid illustrations,
some in colour, of original work with a strong American West Coast influence.

‘ THE TECHNI QUE OF BASKETRY' by Virginia |I. Hervey,
pub. BT Batsford Ltd. (1975);
£4. 25p.

Forget ol d-fashi oned wi cker work or raffial If you re jaded and wondering
what el se you could do with knotting and a chest full of cordage oddnents, this
is for you. A magnificent book full of ideas for original pots and containers
created using knotting and w appi ng techni ques.

REM NDER

Annual subscriptions becone due 1st. January, 1984,
and increase as follows:- Jnr. £1.50p. Snr. £7.50p.
Fam | ies £10 OOp.
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