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EDITORS BITS AND PIECES

"Hey, that wasn't 8o hard wlth a tltle at the
was {t?" Or =0 we thought beginning and the writers
vhen we sent off the second name at the end.You can help
proof copy to the printers. by titling your own letters.

Yes, yes I know. Where Then you won't ask "Why have
are the page numbers? I they called It that?" This
numbered the pages, honestl| should stop the kind of
1 may have assumed too much. confuslion that comes on
I need to learn how to glive page 28 and 29. Charles
specific instructlons. Warner's letter is all on
That's vhat comes from page 28 and a lstter from
assuming too much on the Brian A Glennon begins the
flrast date. My apologlea for next page, but looks on
your having te number your casual inapection that
own pages by hand. We vere Charlas Warner's lattar
so0 delighted that there were contlnues, gliving him the

40 pages too.

Brace yourself, here
come the correctlons, some
mine, for which I apologlze,
some the printers. Des
Pawson's photo should have
had an acknowledgment for
the professlional
photographer, Joanne
Ruseell, who did such a good
job on it. The very readable
article 'A Proper Bellpull’
was written by Carl Osborne
and thank you for that. I
didn't =see the Secretary's
Blatter until the proof copy
and then I missed the lack
of any paragraph spacing. It
does make |t hard to read
doesn't ik. Ve have
standardized the paragraph
spacing now. There seemed to
be no polint In retypling some

items Just to change the
font over. I used Stuark
Gralnger's 'Hultiple Crown'

article on page 36/37 as he
sent it in. He always sends
in camera ready copy. The
book review on page 19 was
written by Professor John
Turner of Hamilton, Hew
Zealand. This was not made
clear &= his name was just
left danglling at the end of
the review, BOLLY. The
letters were a mess. We have
Standardized the letters

credlit or blams £for those
comments. Thank Yyou all for
your teally helpful remarks.
If there ims anything in this
lesus you ¢think we can do
better then, as you have
seen, wrlkting doea change
things.

What next? Well, this
iseue Ims off to the printers
with all the instructlons I
can think of. There should
be something Eor everyone.

We have been blessed with
loads of copy, mostly about
KM49 thoughl

We were saddened very

much by the death of "Albert
R.N.".I knev him for only a
couple of years but spent a
vhole wonderful day wilth him
at his flat i n
Wellingborough last year. He
was an amusing, interesting
and pleasantly accommodatlng
man and rope craftsman; who
llked to talk and listen to
people. He will be sorely
mlssed by meany members of
this Guild.

To =send copy In tlme
for publication In KM51, It
must be here by 1 Hovember
95. You can sBend Camera
ready copy In A4 or AS if It
really £ills the page. If I
can ratype It to Eit better
then please nuaber all
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drawings. Ita not always
clear to me which is which.

This jssue has bsen =0
stuffed to the edges that I
have decided to uss the
seven pages Iin Part 1III of
Robert Chisnall's exlilent
serles on Enot Testing and
postpone It to KMS1l. I hope
neg one minds walting, but
sorcy 1E you do.

THE HAXYFLOWER SOCIETY

On August Bank Hollday
Sunday, we wvent on a day
trip to Poole Quay to flsh
off the guay and go around
the shops, and we made a
atrange connectlon, We
atopped to eat some lunch
and msat In the only free
seats in the =shade, next to
a pan-handler and his bottle
of clider. That's probably
why the =eats vere free.
George turned out to be good
company as we ate. In the
course of conversation about
how kind people can be, he
ment loned the Hayflover
boat, wvhere he vas glven a
meal and offered a bunk for
the nilght. This name rang a
bell to me. We went to see
this marvellous eld boat,
all wood and real cope.
Golng on board I felt
instantly at home and
comfortable. The crev wvere
all jolly and Joking around.

The Hayflover Sall
Tralning Society is a
chacitable trust, Eformed In
1980 to take young people on

lov  coat sall tralning
crulses, (8300 for 10
children, aged 12 to 18 and

? leaders for a weekend) run
by wvolunteer crews. One of
several boats, the ‘'Kenya
Jacarande® i=s a Br ixham
Travler bullt im 1923 and
malntalned as an historlc
boat to Sail Tralning
Certiflcate standards. At

present =she 18 tled up at
Foole Quay becauss on
leaving Poole Harbour her
rudder broke avay and
damaged her steering gear.
Built im 1923, she was only
meant to work for twenty
years or so. The rudder was
old and just broke. The
problem mnov s that about
43000 will be needed to
repalir her, plus the docking
fees which are all extra to
the normal running costs and
fund ralsing activities. She
should have been at the Boat
Shovw this weekend collectling
money at the gquayside.
Spending mso much of my tlme
in working for and with
kids, I am always Interested
in anyone that can offer all
children the chance to try
out new disciplines that may
become thelr 1ife long
passlons. Better a sallor
than a Joy-rlder.lf you can
help to put her back to sea,
send donatlions of cash,
donations of materlals (such
as palnt) or to donate your
time and effort as crew,
organiser, fund ralser or
dogsbody, (they even need
veek-end captalns, real ones
that 1s) then write to: The

Hayflowver Sall Tralning
Socliety, The Secretary
Maytlower  S8T3, 5 Harina
Avence , Hotapur Park,

Surrey, KT EME.

After talking to Sue on
the gquay alde and Elleen
below decks makling the tea,
I remembered vhere [ heard
of them before. The
Hayflover Soclety own the
Golden Hind that Stewvart
Gralnger wam asked to begln
a Cat-o-nine Talls for Iin
EM49 (pg 35):. There then is
the strange connectlion and
all to the good from one
charity to another.
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Notes From The?ecréary’s Blotter “

I started writing these notes a couple of years ago, when KM was a little irregular
in its appearance, and it seemed a good way of bring the members up to date with
whal had been going on. This will now be the forth Km to appear so far this year.
and [ am running out of things to say. however. when it comes to finding things
to say. | have never been beaten yet.

Since KM48 there has not been a meeting of the Council. It being the “Open
Scason” for knot tying. il was simply nol pessible to get a quorum of Council
Members together under the same rool. at the same time. hence administratively
speaking. the Guild is “On Hold”. until the summer 1s over. That is. excepl for
the collection of subscriptions-

As we are gradually tidving up all our administrative loose ends. | have now
written 1o evervone who appeared on my records as being in arrcars with their
subscriptions, | must apologise for being somewhat tardy in sending out these
reminders and also for having one or two (actually quitc a fow) crrors in my
records. My thanks to those members who spotted the problem and contacted me
with the corrected information. It is my aim that in fulure a subscription
reminder will go out with KM in advance of the duc date.

There is very little else to say, especially as we are enjoying a particularly hot and
dry summer. | have spent a fortmght in the French Alps with the Suffolk Scouts.
who insisted on dragging me up mountains. Having walked up the mountain in
the sweltering heat. we were the into our winter woollics. and roped together as
we crossed the glacier. We had all spent the previous eveming praclising our
Alpinc Butterfly loops. so at least there was a little knotting involved

The present weather here in Britain is far too good to be wasted by sitting in front
of a word processor, hence the brevity of the “blotier”. However the hand of fatc
has stepped in and conscripted me into doing a little decorating about the housc.
(1 did promise to do some just after Christmas and it has now caught up with
me). | am actually decorating the hall. which 1 suppose i1sn’l too bad as there is
not too much wall to deal with, just fourteen doors. I think that the summer will
have gone by the time [ have finished.

Finallv. 1 must closc on a rather sad nole. by announcing the death of Alber
Burton, Albert has been a member for many vears, and was always present at the
Guild meetings. He will be greatly missed - Nigel.
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ALEERT RN
by
EREDR CARRINGTON

Albert Burton one of
our most popular wmseabers has
recently dlied. Alway=s known
A Albexrt RH, he and I
attended every messting that
it was posalble to attend.
We also gave more Gthan 30-40
displays and talks to
varlous organlsations In the
country. Albert wam born in
Bheerness In Kent, he llved
in Bouthampton and retired
to Wellingborough.

He jolned the Royal
Navy as a boy seaman and
snerved on HM3 Heod. During
VAT service he was
torpedeod. He alsoc served
in the Royal Navy Cosmandos
at Dleppe and Sicily wvhere
he was 'HENTIONED IN
DISPATCHES". After the war
he worked for the Cunard
Line on the Queen Mary and
the Queen Ellzabeth wvhere he
vas the Bosun for five
ymars, he certainly ‘knew
the ropes".

Locally he was very
well liked and did much for
chaclty. It would take many
pages to deascribe his £ull
active 1life. The last time
1 was able to talk to him
just before he passed avay
he was tying key rings for
the nurses in the ward. He
will be very much miased.

President Den Pawson
and Liz, together with
Harold Scott and his wvife
Ethel, ay wife and myself
attended hils funeral. A
spray of flowers together
with our emblem as a centre
plece was seat on behalE of
all our members.

Thank you Fred for your
remembrance of Albert RN.
Dua to Albert's kind heart
and great generocsalty, ®many
of us have tanglible
reainders of this very kind
man, but perhaps ey best
memory will bs his husoor
alvays =o evident in the
twinkle Iin his eye, a very
gentle man wvho will be sadly
missed by all who knev him.
Belowv I1Is one of Albert's
many genorous glfts, eshowling

just a pact of his great
talent.
Margaret Boggs.




KNOTTING MATTERS ISSUE 50 AUTUMN OCT 95

ROPE SPLICING KNIFE - HELP
PLEASE!
Can anyone
Whilst visliting
recently I came Aacross an
ltem marked 'Rope S8pllclng
Knife'. As an IGKT member I
wvas obviously interested,
but at the same time rather

help please?
a junk shop

perplexed, as to the exact
purpoee and origim of the
knife. The owner of the
shop assured ms that the
person from whom he had
acquired the object had told
him It wvas for splicing
rope, but the exact
technigue employed can only
be a matter of insplred
guesswork.

I have included a
drawvlng of the knife
(penclilled around I'm
afrald; way drawing skllls
leave much to be desired) in
the hope that someone may be

able to advise me of (its
orlgin. It would appear to

be nautical, In that the
handle 18 of cork and has
been palinted orange,

with

presumably to ald
retrieval from the water.

The blade I=s of atainless

steel and has several holes
along its back edge, again
presumably to reduce welght

and ald with flotatlon. 1
can only assume that the
larger hole at the end of
the blade would be used
rather 1llke the eye of a
neadle to pull flbres back
through the rope, having
been pushed through the lay.
It is secured into its
sheath by means of a press
stud and there are holes Iln
the sheath and handle which
I assume were Iintended for
some sort of joining
lanyard. There Is no belt
loop on the back of the
sheath. Embossed in the
sheath Is the serlal number
276/2024, engraved on the
blade is 27c/2023.

It may be that
acquired something
common and of little
significance, but I would be
very interest in any
information you may be able
to let me have. Perhaps Its
nothing to do with aplicing
at alll

I have
very

Aeany dTed Hiyfl &
B T
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YOUR COMHENTS QN KM2 PAST
Several comments from
Charles ¥arner, Plcton,
Australla.
HHAT'S IN A HAHE

Richard Hopklins and
you, the Edltors, are a bit
anxious about the 'correct'
name of mome speclflic knots
in KM49 . There are HO

'correct' names, HNO natlional

or International standards,
NHO United Hations treaty.
RO Enottlng Academy; HO
generally recognised
aunthority.

You can, If you 1llke,
take Ashley as the
authorlty, but note that he

glves several names to guite
a number of knots (eg #1414
iz called the Water Knot,
Waterman's, Engllsh,
Englishman's, Fisherman's,
True Lover's or Angler's
KEnot) and guite a number of
names are shared between
several knota (eg the True
Lover's Knot is glven to the
different knots #7938, 1038,
2301, 2421, 2424, 2425,
2526). IE you want to use
Azhley as authorlity on what
knot should be called a
Rolling Hitch, note that
Ashley glives that name to
#el, or to different
arrangements of the same
basic structure (#1130,
1230, 1856), which Is about
equivalent te calling a
Bowline a Sheetband, and to
quite a different knot,
#lB84; and #1856 i exactly
the same knot called a
Hidshipman's Hitch In #62,
though that name iz also
given to the dlifferent knots
#1027, 1B55.

If MAshley Ila confused
about names, we need feel no
shame in our own confuslionl

4} 3 CoOurse, Azhley
describes a large number of

knots, in almo=t every
Chapter, wilthout glving them
any name at all, and there
is an even larger number of

simple knotas that Just don't
appear In Ashley.

And 1f wyou look around
at other knottlng books,
which may be as
authoritative in thelr own
filelds as Ashley Is in hils,
you will find at least egual
confusion.

All you can do LE you
are mspeaking or wriltlng to
anyone who doea not fully
share your own knottling
background, la elther show
or llliustrate each knot a=s
you name 1lt, or glve a
spaciflic reference (page and
Elgure number ) to some
common book or publlicatlon
that uses the name you want.

Othervise, no one can be
quite sure what you mean.
LEFT OR RIGHT HAMDED-N.82.27
The anonymous author of
'A Comment' In KM49 objects
to the use of £ or N inastead
of right handed or left
handed, partly because he or
she seems to have trouble
readlng letter's 1lylng on
thelr aidea. I haven't comes
acroas Z/N In thls context,
but have often seen and used
/8 to describe the
directlon of twist of flbres
or varns etc in threads and
cords, or of turns or twlakts
in the inner structure of
knota. Thls corresponds to

the International Standard
for Textliles, MNo2 (1973) of
the 180, which glves the

unambiguous definitlons. The
product has 8 (or Z) twist
1£;, wvhen 1t Iis held In a
vertical position, the
splirals or hallces formed by
the fibres or filaments

around Ilts axls inclline In
the same directlon as the
central portlon of the

7
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letter 3 (or Z}.
The troubles with using

'left handed ' or 'rlght
handed' are flretly, they
are not used in all

countriea to describe the
twiat in rope etc; secondly,
one needa a particular kind
of visual Imaglnatlon and/or
experience to instantly
remember vhich vay Ehe
threads go, (I always have
to remember right handed Ii=s
when the twints are
clockwlase golng avay £from
you), thirdly, fastanings
invelving boltas and sacrev
are becomlng less and less
frequent, and less famlliar.
S0 far, 8 and A ArE
Inatantly recognisable to
many more people than left

or right handed threads.
Finally, in tryling to
describe the internal

structure of knots, I £ind
1t much easler to recognlse
3 or I twistes or turns than
ko work out whether it |is
left or right handed.

Personally, I would
encourage the adoption of
the terms '8' or 'Z' ko
describe the lay of cordage
or the direction of twists
or turns In the parte of a
knot . They are readlly
determined in practically
all clrcumatances, and are
recognised internatlonally
by an IS0 standard.

Heinz Prohaska and the
Edltors get a blt agltated
in KH49 about whether a
particular knot I=as A hnhew
inventlion, and indeed, this
toplc Ils oEten ralsed In KH.

We need to glwve thought
to how much knotting has
been practlised all over the
world and throughout the
ages. There is good indirect
evidence that people havae
been tyling knots for at

50 AUTUHN OCT 95

least half a mlilllon years,
and it is not at all
unreasonable to Infer that
Homo habllis tied knots two
and a half million Yyears
ago, i1f not hia ancestors
even earller. For tems lf
not hundreds of thousands of
Years, practically eVery
single person alive elther
tled or had tled for them

several different knots
evary day of thelr llives,
for clethling, tools,
Wweapons, contalners,

dwelllngs and much more. The
1ife of a hunter-gatherer
allovse long stretches of
time not needed to keap
allve, but devoted to soclal
activities 1llke relliglion or
politics, or more Individual
actlvities like arts and
crafts. We know, from the
art that has survived, that
people had a strong sense of

pattern, and conaliderable
manual dexterity at least
in.000 years ago in

virtually all the Iinhablted
creglons of the world. Surely
sgome of these people would
have played with knots and
bralds.

My guess would be that
every slmple knot has
already been tled somevhere,
by somebody, at some time.
Because of difflcultlea of
communication and, for many
knots, lack of lncentive to
learn from other peaple,
many knota are unknovn to
most people. Of course,
knotting records are very
limited, s6 that anyone who
triles can tle a knot they
have not =sean before, but
that doesn't mean that no
one has ever tled lt before.

On the other hand, it
is qulte possible to be the
first to record or publish a
partlicular knot, though It
is rather more difficult to
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prove that you are the Elst
even 1f yoo confine your
research to malnstream
publications in English. 8 o
it is very unllkely that the
Plwich knot (KEMA7,pl3) was
truly Invented by Robert
Pont's =son or by his Hatiwve
American friend, or for that
matter by Heinzr Prohaska's
source, though any of thea
might well have tied it
entirely from their own
rTespurces. As for the
Clothesl ine "Knot" (KH47
pll) a fossilised two ply
lald rope 17,000 years old
vas found in Lascaux Cavej}
surely In that many years,
several people would have
thought to poka something
into the lay.

The guestlon should be,
not ‘'have I invented this
nev knot?' but 'has anyone
recorded thls knot bafore?'.
(Mr Warner, far from getting
aglitated in KH4%, suorely
the letter to which you
refer, and the Editor's
comment , re-enforce your
arguaent that there is
nothing new under the sun.
Ed.)

Brian A Glennon =crightly
cutlines (KM49,no page
numbers), the besusement and
disbellef wvhich we finger
fiddling knot tyers fesl for
the work of knot theorists.
'Closed curved theory' is an

1l1luminating alternative
nams for thils abstruse
pursuit. It's probably too
late to convert i1te

exponents (although we mlght
tey); why, in any case,
don't we of the IGKT adopt
the term unilaterally? It

would show a nlce
disccimination.
1 differ from you,

Brlan, over wvhether or not

there is an overlap between
the two fields. [ sense, on
sketchy evidence
(admittedly) at present,
that perhaps a bridge could
be erscted between them. The

late Cambr ldge Hatural
Sclence Tripos, Desmond
Mandeville, a keer' Gulld

member, came to belleve from
his research Into "Trambles"
(KM4,10,18,19,23,24,25,27,29
and 34 together with coplous
wnpubl ished notes in ny
possession) that they were a
serious and substantial area
of stody.....and might be
that bridge. Of the existing
schlsm he wvrote; "] seek an
ergonomic, rather than a
topological, explanation®.

ERRATUM
from
GOEFFREY BUDWORTH

This does not appear to
be in KM. I can't find a
reference to it In any of
the indices; and I've
scanned each page of every
issue from 1 to 48. Maybe it
vas a2 loose enclosure.

Anyway, 1 wrote It (not
Frank Harris) and 1 think
you'll find the original
punctuation was better.
(Sorry about - the ownership
of the plece and the info on
previous inclusion, doff
information I am afrald from
the Secretary - punctuation,
ve will try harder what can
ve say. Leaving ownership
and punctuation aside, It Is
stil]l worthy of printing and
thinking about. Ed.)

SURFER'S SECTIONII
Internet letter
Thank you for taking on

the task of Edlitor from me,
I soppose 1 will have to
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articles
wvhat I

keep you fed wlth
novw, to practice
[tried to) preachl
I seem to be purviving
clivilian 1lfe, although the
retirement bit did not
happen! I have been back to
sea and stlll pasa the White
Enslgn on my wvay to an
offlce Iln the morning. The
difference is that I don't
have to wear a unlform any
more and Ethe work s 1n
civililian s Eyle
communications systems
(e.mall and TCP/IP, FTP and

the 1lke} a bit 1like golng
from vire aplicing to
macCrame {but it pays
better). This leads me to
the real reason for this
letter, The Internat/World
Wide Web and should The
Gulld have a 'page’. Well

Tom Skemp 15 willing to do

that bit, the 8ec has an
e.mall address (that he |Is
keeping secret), James Smith
is also keen, so it looks
like a goer. All that
temailns |is=s to share the
Informatlon with those
members who do not have

access to a terminal or who
may have limited access
{llke a campus terminal or I
see that some Cafes are now
opening with terminals that
you can hlrel, yes, here in
the UK at last.)

I think bi can
contrlbute to KM with the
occaslonal 'Web KEnotters'
page. If all those members
on the Het will feed me
their 'bookmark' 1llsts on
knotting pages and their
e.mai]l address I wlll get it
going. Also will you please
indicate lf you are wllling
to print pages off for other
members, or go surfing on

their behalf, or act as a
postbox for knotting
exchanges betwaen members

costs knock a
enjoyment of
printed

vhere postage
hole in the
exchanging
information.
Gordon's e.mall address:
gordonfig-cise.demon.co.uk

LEFT HAND LAY, HANTLETS AND
TOH BOWLING

Well donme Ed. for KH49,
I read it as a knot tyer,
the printing comments I
shall leave to others.

1 vas only hal E-vay
through your Ilssue when 1
vas taking time out to dive

into my bookshe lves to
answer some of the
questions. I shall use this
letter as a small article
and report on these matters.

I can anewer part of
Tim Fleld's gquestion - "What
was left hand lay rope used
for?" The answer ie In print

in the Admiralty MHanual of
Seamanship, Vol IT 1951,
page 140, I gqguote, 'Hammock
lashlng Is alsoc made from
sisal. It 1= lald wup left-
handed because when used for
lashing wp with a marline
hiteh 1t iz leas 1llkely to
unlay than a right-handed
rope'., I Ilnclude a diagram
from BR 1938. I slept Iin a
hammock for 2 years before I
knew the lashing was left-
hand lay myself. (Flg.7)

A blt more Informatlon
on the next page of the
manuwal, thies time referring
to slignal halyards -~ 'rok-
proofed slsal, soft-laid,
from one quarter to one
third of the yarns 1In each
strand are reverae spun
({left-handed) which glives
increased flexibility"'.
Hgte: this has now been
superseded by 12 mm bralided
poly-stuff.
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From seamanship to gunnery.
Hantlets: I remember
guided tour of the
emplacements in
casements dug out the
Rock of Glbraltar, where
wrought lron curtaln rails
had been fltted to the
ceiling, In front of the
gun, but behind the muzzle,
te suspend mantlets (rope
curtalins) to deflect
shrapnel and rock £ragments
from Incoming flre.
Heanvhile, back at sea,
at the other end of a gqun
and one hundred years later,
a rope net, or later
matting, was suspended to
the rear of a gun. A second
draving is Iincluded. There
was more danger and deaths
to the ISar of a gun
mounting than the £ront, a
polnt not put about too much

a
gun
the
of

when recrulting loading
numbers. After the gun had
flred, the ejected brass

cylinder (incorrectly called
shella by non-gunnecy folk)
leaves the breach with
enough force to break bones.
The gun loading numbers

Moapres =4 Tak QF FAKE iX CUSI ol CF HAET X FERNTIEET

-
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would shelter from wind
Bpray, sleat and snow
(Russian convoy atuff) to
the rear of thalr mountlng,
standing in danger as they
did so.
The rope shield would
deflect the case to the deck

leaving the loaders only

then with the problem of how
to stand up vith rellling
cylinders wunder foot on a
heaving deck. It was much
safer ashore slnglng about

e e E e —
——— s
[ ——,
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My thanksa to Florls do It 1llke that!" came a
Hinn and to Lester Copestake sharp retort from my frlend.
for the sheet music they This l=s how they do it:
sent me. Lester went one Lay the 1line out on the
better, he even sent me a runvay, brlng the twe ends
tape of the last night of together then the bight up
the Proms when Lt was sung. to the ends tie, you now
I was lucky to watch it at have elght parallel parts,
home as well, so now I have this you then chaln shorten
read it, heard it and seen (Ashley #1144) 8o that It
it, but this Chalrman 18 a can be hung in the equipment
'talker' =0 I will not be van or on the hangar wall,
ainglng 1ikt. then be pulled out without

Those polnts ansvered, tangling.
it leaves me with my Having seen 1t done, I
'Chalrman' hat on to say to guess there are many other
the Inventors, not too many applicatlions for a simllar
ne¥y Inventions please, they wvay of stowling a line or
have been the plague of gll immediate use. Does anyone
our editors. There 1s not know of other people's,
much new In knotting, only hobbles or profeassion that
the Guild, so please use use this method?

your creatlvity to recrult

more members so they may A _GREEK KNOTIL
enjoy wvhat we have. I thought I would have
Ken Yalden-Hampshire a go at dravwing a knot
myself. I chose this simple
TOW LINES (ROPES) hitch that a frlend of mine
by copled from a Greek
GORDON PERRY fisherman.
Hy plcture represents
I was recently Invited use of thls hlitch as a means
to qo gliding with a of attalning the mainsall
colleaque from vwork, I had halyard to the head of the
been some yearse previous In sall. This does away with
a far off land but so long expensive shackles, and the
ago It wvas to be a reneved distance galned can get the
experlience for me. Gliding, sall up higher to Improve
as I soon discovered, 18 not Cuff tenslon. Does anyone
about scarlng around with have a name for It?
the birds all the time, but
a constant round of pushling, I .
pulling and even running '“{' qﬁ
with the alrcraft. One task Fo .
I had to perform was to P Tk *T‘:.“
recover the tow 1llne from ; é&xﬂi
the runway and present It to 1 = ﬁ1
the next tug and gllder, L\ ¢ v
easy untll the last tow was “h}: N
alrborne, the tug returned s i
over the runway, dropped the -~ = ,;4'
line and I, belng a €ail weadbmrrt fﬁ;dﬁ
‘sallor', began colling it g s
in my left hand, as one g el

12 would. "HNo Gordon we don't
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GAHE SLING
by
B A STEEMAN

Here's am up Gto
twist on Ashley's
(0437 & 438) Eor
dead game.

I made my sling wlth
}1.5am dlameter wvhite nylon 3
atrand cord, the kind used
In travl nets. Two loops go
around the creatura's
forelegs and the other on
the hind legs. That way It
will hold elight ducks or
rabblta, two hares, a roe,
or 16 wood plgeons. The
load can be comfortably
cacried In the hand or alung
over one shoulder.

TO HAKE IT
a. Cut 4 x 110cm

date
sethod
carcylng

lengthe of

cord and melt the ends to
seal them. Form a sliding
loop In one end of all four

small eyes
other ends

cords by splicing
and threadlng the
through them.

b. Hark and selze the cords

together 27cm  from these
loops. Hake a Hatthew
Walker Knot (#682); then
cable-lay the 4 rlghthanded
strands up togather
lefthanded for a distance of
ldcm. Secure with a
matching Hatthew Valker

(epiralling the other way

for symmetry).
Alternatively,
have a Solomon's Bar

you could
handle

(#24%6), when two of the
cords need to be cut 25cm
longer.

C. To complete this sling,
sliding loops must also be
contrived on the 4 working
ends. Thls entalls splicing
4 more small ayes - but this
time around the standing
parts of the cords. All 8
loops should be the same

distance from the handle.

13
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Knotmaster Series N° 1

Knotting ventured,
knotting gained.

OYSTERMAN'S STOPPER KNOT

It's doubtful if the oysterman who inspired this knot -
devised and named by Clifford Warren Ashley around
1920 - ever used it. Anyway, it's Knotmaster's favourite
hole blocker.

The simple Overhand or Thumb knot is too small and
weak. The Figure of Eight is better; but don't believe
those who tell you it's fatter. It'll pull through the same
sized hole as an Overhand Knot. Both have limitations.
Often just not big enough, each wraps imperfectly
around the standing part of the rope with a sort of hare

lip.

Use the F.o.E. when you can. For bigger jobs, try the
unbeatable Oysterman's Stopper Knot.

---000---
STOP PRESS:

LATE NEWS: Since going to press, | have learnt of the death, on
Saturday 2nd September, of founder member Dr. Harry Asher. Obituary

in KMS51. — Nigel




Oysterman’s
Stopper

Q Knot
X
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From a Bend to a Lanyard Knot

by
Pieter van de Griend

One day, during a break between lectures, 1 found myself playing with a picce of netling (wine
I then kept in my briefcase for some personal nostalgic reasons. Half-dreaming about my wild
trawlerman days on the North Atlantic Ocean my fingers automatically clapped Ashley’s Bend
into it by a method which is shown in figures 1-7. The name of this bend 15 due 10 Cyrus Day
[2,p60,#47], as Clifford Ashley [1,p264 #1452] gives no name, but a date instead Day seems (o
have already christened this knot Ashley's Bend in 1947 [4,p48], but he was not the first o name
it, though. That honour fell to the little known Philip Tossijn in his excellent series of knot books
which began to appear about 1942, In [5,p16] he called it an Omega Knoop.

Tying methods for Ashley's Bend are given by a number of sources, but I once developed my,
apparently unrecorded, tying method in a non-serious fashion one night working on the deck of
a wild rocking trawler in a snowstorm whilst mending a ripped trawl. A much annoying piece
of trouble lay in the springiness of our synthetic twine Knots simply jumped away and were ofT
into the darkness before you could use them. 1 knew Ashley’s Bend could take up a lot of slack
and still tension itself once its wends had been nipped. So with a bit of experimenting my method
resulted

Fiddling with my bit of twine in the auditorium [ noticed that, once learnt, my tying method
sticks. Being a confirmed trambler | did a wend-stend interchange by capsizing the bend (pull
the strands marked with an asteric *) till I held in my hand the structure shown in figure 8. There
my eye fell on a potential 1-ply 3-stranded structure which could be elaborated to a sort of
Diamond Knot, much like the Carrick Bend (and numerous other knots!) lends itself to similar
fancy knotting. [ followed the strands about. Tuck here, tuck there and tension Ll T had a sonl
of Lanyard Knot. For a moment | felt quite pleased that I had found what 1 thought was an
unrecorded structure. When [ came home and had a look through my files on Ashley’s Bend, |
seen that Brion Toss had already gotten a Mr. John Fud Benson to hint at such knots’ existence
[4.p49). As it twrned out, Graumont and Hensel in their encyclopedia in fact showed the actual
resulting Lanyard Knot, but ofcourse none of the ways to tie it [3,p6d,pl 25456]
|3.p64.pl 26, 461], [3.p74,pl.30,#123). Well, apparently some ideas have the ability to sponta-
neously generate themselves in different locations in time and space!

References

1 C.W Ashley: The Ashley Book of Knots, Doubleday, New York 1944

[21 C.L Day: The Art of Knotting and Spliciag, United States Naval Instituie, Annapolis 1955
131 B, Graumont: Frevelopedia of Keots and Fancy Rope Work, Comell, Camden, 1939

141 B. Toss: The (omplete Rigger Wire and Rope. Stanford, London 1985,

151 P. Tossijn: Sierkeoopen, 8% De Pijl, Leuven 1942

i Pieter van de Griend
April 1990 @
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AROUND THE WORLD IN 47 DAYS
by KEN HIGQS
No, not a speady
clipper trip but a long
avalted chance to visit
relatives and friends In Naw

Iealand. Elizabeth and 1
called at Hong Kong and
Australia en route for a
month In Nev Iesaland before
a homevard journey via
Honolulu and the USA.

¥e spent all October in
Hew Zealand and in the
previous April I wrote to
the Hew Iealand Chapter
asking If I might meet any
meabers during our stay. As
a result I was m=t In
¥ellington by Jack Sheahan,
taken to the Haritime Huseaum
and gliven a guided tour by
Een Scadden, the curator,
then out to spend the rest
of the day wlth Jack and
Roger Carter. The knowledge
and the workmanshlp I heard
and Bav vas vonderful.
Comblne thls with a second
day of unstinting
hospitality and | could
eanlly wmay, 'l want to go
agaln and see more of the
Chapter'.

The extracts from the
Hew Zealand nevsletter
{KH49) highlights the need
to ‘'let people know' 1f and
where you are travelllng.
There are many here In UK
who would have welcomed Rod
and David 'if we had known'
they were comingl
A= a last from
EeB.cccscas

Sennet = sinnet -
sinnlt - synetllill Host
dictionaries list ‘sennet' -
'a clarlion call anncuncing a
dramatic stage entrancel

However, only the
larger dictionariea give any

thought

alternativen that might
suggest a plait or brald, or
a line that has been plalted
or bralded. To =ave any
confusion 1 prefer the
sinnit verslonl

It has been sald before
but It is stil]l true. There
ian't enough writen on how
to make boat fenders. I
became interested wvhen a
retired couple now 1livimg on
a narrov boat, asked me to
show them how to make a
fender £for thelr boat. I
inatantly called on the font
of all avallable
publications knowledge, Des
Pavaon. He I8 now In the
process of writing a book on
makling fenders, as well as
teaching knotting skills at
the local university. The
only book avallable at the
moment Ils a naval book on
very blg fenders. I wrote to
Geoffray Budworth and he
vrote back. (Editor)

FENDERS —
Budworth,

There are bits and
pleces Iln a £fev knot books:
Anhley, Oraumont & Hensel,
Poopla, Rosenovw and Smlth,
IGKET memberm who demonstrate
fender - tylng include:
George Aldridge, Derek
Chipperfield, Colin Jones
and Des Pawvaon.

Then some of us have
odd fragments to contribute.
For exanple, a colled
mooring line held in the
disappearing gap between
boat and destination will
save many a needleas crunch.
In Thames Division (London's
river police) we used car
tyres on all our craft -
including the guv'nors® posh
lavnches =~ but there's a
right and wrong way to hang
thea (the fenders, that isl)

Geoffrey

19
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Adlard Coles {the
nauvtical publisher) told me
in 1989 that there wasn't
enough material for a book
on fenders, maybe a magazine
article., They're wrong, of
course. Still, it mlght best
be tackled by a triplet team
of Gulld members - the
ropevorker, an artlst and a
wrlter in collaboratlon.

I agree with the Editor
that there la wvery little
vritten about making Boat
Fenders, [ enclose a copy of
my 1987 (October) editorial
on the subjlect.......

A successful old
confldence trickster I knew
vhen I was young told me his
secrat. It was to spot a
nead not being met, then to
move into that vacuum,
expanding to £il11 and

exploit k. That way, he
explalined, he had no
competltion and met no
realstance. Indeed he was

velcomed by those he had
selected as his target.
Although he added the
element of dishonest decelt
te wmultiply his proflt, I
have found £from experlence

that the principle also
vorks in honest buslness
deallngsa.

Well, a wvold In the
world of ropevorkling has

been Identifled by 8everal
members and 1t needs to be
fllled. Whoever has Gthe wit
to do so0 must, it seems, be
a winner. What people tell
us they want, and cannot

find anywhere, is
instruction in making boat
fenders. S0, i1t would be

sensible Lf we, the ICKT,
selzed the opportunlty and
quickly produced a videotape
or somethling.

Fenders come in
different shapes and =alzes,
and that Is a snag, but they

20

all marve the same purpose.
Haybe the answer will be to
design a handy and adaptable
all purpose fender. Then
agaln, Lt might be best to
wvork out one stralghtforward
method of making all kinds
of fenders; half (or needle)
hitching, that versatlle
covering, comes immediately
to mind.

Several members have
addressed the problem.
Perhaps it should be a team
effort. 8o far, nobody has
decided vhat to do. 80 the
race L= on. Someone can
make a name for him or
herself, and mayhap a little
cash too, 1f they can be
first to show the worlds's
boating types that fender
making i2 really a do-1lt-
yourself job.

THE USE OF ROPEWORK FENDERS
ON IMLAND WATERWAYS
by STUART CRAINGER

(previously published in
Canal & Riverboat July 1992)

Everyone knowvs of course,
that =ship= and boats are
ladles, but wvhether this I=s
because aof thelr
unpredictabllity, or because
they tend to ba graceful and
a little frall, is
debatable. It i= an
indisputable fact, however,
that ships and boats that
are likely to come into
contact with any solid,
ground based structure need
protection, and that is
customarily provided in the
form of fenders.

Craft habltually uslng
inland waterways need such
protection more than others,
because they are constantly

encountering irreaistible
objects in the form of
quays, locks and canal

banks, which are relatively



KNOTTING MATTERE ISBUE 50 AUTUMN OCT 95

HitehHed alf over

A Sidle Feace- -
corlirtvoews Crown Seail,

A Sidle Fercle——
afternating Crown Semwt

Ky

]

i
X
e
,

SRR VY
TN
AN
W

A
\

Wy
L]

iy
20 “_1_ *
¥

=

21



22

KNOTTING WATTRRS I

88UE 50

AUTUMN OCT 95

unfamiliar
vessels. The £fander ie
therefore a wvital and ever-
present plece of eguipment
along canalas and rivers.
There are almost as
kinds of fendar an
are of craft to hang
them £from and they all have
their advantages and
disadvantages, thelr
protagonists thelr
detractors. The
traditionalist will deplore
the modern videspread
deployment of ald motor
vehlicle Eyres for the
purpose, but it is a
practlcal and economical
extension of the 1lfe of an
othervise wvasted commodity,
which must be good sense In
commerclal employment. It
le a plty, no doubt, that
they are black and tend to
mark cosseted palntvork, but
they do offar good
structural protection and
last for a remarkable long
time. The only fender that
might compare wlth an old
tyre for cost would be
perhaps the bundles of cane
or rattan that are commonly
used In those parts of the
world where climate makes
such a vegetable commodity

to deep water

many
there

1T Y
.l

and cheaply
avallable but the useful
life of &a cane fender must
be very much shorter.

For tha small boat or
yacht, modern hollovw plastic
fenders provide a
comblnation of lightwelght
protectlon and smart
appearance, but their
vorklng can be
deceptively short for no
small cost and, once
punctured, they are useless.

Traditionally made
ropevork fenders offer an
excellent comprominas in
terms of protection,
appearance, llfe and cost.
Furthermore, they are not
too dlifflicult for a keen
owner to make, =80 that they
can provide a unigue and
individually identifliable
part of a vessel's
egquipment. There are
saveral forms of ropewvork
fenders, often tallored to
fit a particular part of the
craft they are designed to
protect and adorn. The
narrov boat enthusiasts will
know all about those which
are specifically used by
them, which have Gtheir own
special name such as buttons
and tipcata, but even these

readlily

life
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Sicl Ferrolers ara vsvelly covered im Crown Seanié or
Cross. PRunting, but mosé otber Marrow Boat Fenciers
Favour MHibohing, whick hos numerous variabions and

will adapl o cover any enderfying share ¥

Hut(i\un =3 ‘;‘ \
Avoidd working too bk, J2% L) Aom the fargesé chameder
SO P ges
c2ch successve row 3 l)/ f"'!'-’ the smallest o frows
9% *\4;){[ contre ovtward IF

: =l
o \'\'!L_*;_*.g;.v Aibches bocome crowded
‘\(t-‘bé\' kove ovt alterrate ones.

Crower ing fo the rr;gﬁ & Cf’ownc'n_q alternately .
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are rarely deployed in
exactly the same vay, 8o
that no tvo boats are

identical.

Tradltional ropewvork
fenders may usually be
categorlised In one of Efour
basic shapes.

1. The side fender, which
is best descrlbed as sausage
shaped, is moveable and
intended to hang over the

slde on a line.

2. The bow fender, which is
made In the shape of a V, ls=s
thicker im the centre and
tapers awvay to points at
each side. This I8 intended
as a permanent £lxture to
protect the stem of the
boat.

3. The
annular

doughnut-shaped or
fender, of similar
shape and purpose to the
much mallgned motor tyre.
Often used at the bowv and on
the guarters, but may be
seen strateglically placed
almost anywhere, always as a
fixture.

4. Puddling fenders, which,
like puddings, may Vary
videly 1In thelr Iindlvidual
shapes and dlmensions, but
are baslically elthar
spherical or drum-shaped or
somevhere between the two.
On blg ships these are often
used as slde fenders and are
movable, but on Nacrov
boats, for instance, they
are fltted with chalins, like
bow fenders, and are
permanent filxtures, often
placed to protect the rudder
and steering gear.

Any of the above-
mentioned types may carry a
Turks' Head knot, appllied
over the finished fender,
partly Eor addltional
protection, but malnly for
he sake of appearance. There
is also, of course, the wrap
around fender, but that is

simply a length of rope or
special rubber moulding
fltted all the way round a

boat's gunwvale.

Rope is an excellent
matarial from which to
construct fenders as (Lt |Is
strong deformling and
reforming wall under
pressure. It is little
affected by extremes of
temperature and is
reasonably 1llght In welght,
although it doss tend to
absorb molsture, vhich
increases velght, and |t
will eventually rot 1£
alloved to remaln vet.
Fortunately most permanent
fenders are positioned wvhere
they will readlly draln, s=so
rot 1is not a major problem.
Portable fenders should
alwvays be drled out before
belng stowved.

Natural £fibres seem to
perform better for fenders
than man-made ones, vhich
can suffer from actinlc
degradation due to the
ultra-violet parct of
sunlight, but are otherwvise
less prone to rot. 8lsal,
colx, Jute, hemp and even
cotton rcope have all been
used to make fenders, but
cost usually dictates A
preference for one of the
flrst three, colr belng the
lightent, but hardest to
work. Cotton would only be
used vwvhere appearance was
the maln conslderation.

It Is not possible in the
space of a magazine article
to provide detalled
instruction on maklng
ropevork fenders, although
the accompanying dravings
may provide guldance
concerning thelr outer
covering technlques.
Fortunately there is an
excellent and lnexpenslive
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little book avallable called

Advanced Ropewvorking by
Leaonard Popple, ISBN O B5174
137 1, describling the
methods of Eender
constructlon used in HH
Dockyard, Chatham. Dasplte

the tiltle, it 18 not really
vary advanced, published by
Brown, 3on and Ferguson Ltd,
Glasgow.

The var lous coverling
mathodse that can be used are
described and illustrated in
detall In Knotcraft, ISBHN 0O
9515506 0 @&, published by
the IGKT. If you do not
feel able to tackle such
work yourself, but would
like to obtaln hand-made
ropevork fenders in
tradlitlonal materials and
designs, Footrope EKnots, 501
Wherstead Road, Ipavlch IP2
BLL, phone 01473 690090 can
supply them, and the above
mentioned books by mall
order .

Finally, two small
suggestions about fenders.
If you are thinkling about
making some for the £ist
time, It Is a good ldea to
start by making a minlature
or Ewo, In smaller materlal,
before progressing to full
slza., You will thus learn,
and make a few almost
inavitable miatakes, at
minimal cost and still have
something worthvwhile to show
for your labour. The =econd
tip Iis that it can pay to
glve a newly fitted
permanent fender a
deliberate direct bump or
two to ‘'bed it down' and
deform it symmetrically,
which avolds the skeved
appearancea a glancing blow
on a nev fender can produce

and which can never
aftervards ba satisfactorily
remedlied.

LEFT: This bessder, formed by
[ rm! of Cow Miihei wilh 2
Mankey s Fal b the oesine,
i waigu in my eopeeoue
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INTERNATIONAL GUILD OF KNOT TYERS
Calender of events - 199596

1955
e S HTACT— 1 — - B
DATEofEVENT _ [Event ' |LocaTion _ NAME _ |TELNO. |NeEDED.
Sept 19 (Tues) Bpm |IGKT Yorkehire Dranch Meeling. The Beulah Hotel, Tong Rd, |D R Pearson 01132572680 |
Famley, Leeds 12
28 Sepl5 Oct/12 Oct Evening Classes - Practical Knots Felinstowe Des Pawson (01476 690 090 (Mo
19 D2 Mav for Yachtsmen "
Ociober Tth Half-year A.GM. Leeds !
Cict Tih - Mar 24 1996 | Textiles of Imperial China SalTron Walden Museum Europa Chan (01245 467617 [No
{knot-atitch embraldery)
Now 12 {1 23noon) (GET Essex Bramch Bi-monthly Mig Mol Molorknal Mus, Fitsea Don Woods (01708 229178
Nov 21 {Tues) Spm IGET Yorkshire Branch Meeting The Beulah Hotel, Tong Rd, | R Pearson  |01132 372689
% 'F!nhy. Leeds 12 R o
1996
liam 14 {iZnoan)  [IGKT Essex Branch Bi-monthly Mig  |Nai Molorboa Mus, Fitsea | Don Woods 01708 229178 |
|March 10 {12neon) IGKT Essex Branch Bi-monthly Mig Mat Matorhoat Mus, Pitsea Don Woods (01708 229178
May 11 (Sat) IGET 14th AGM Cilwell Park, Essex
June 13- 16 Wooden Boat Show - Footrope Knots Matl Maritime Museum, Dees Pawson (01476 600 0W) Mo
i {London Knot Tyers (George Aldridge) Greemwich ST LS

MORE EVENTS REQUIRED, PLEASEN!IN]  Advice of overseas events would also be most welcome.
(T those who have sent information on forthcoming events, many thanks,

Motilications and enquiries 1o; 91 Luton Road, Dunsishle, Bedlordshire, LUS 4LW

Tt | am slill pwaiting the ‘veritable flood of notifications'l)

Jell Wyarl

Telephone Mo. 01582 Gi4504

{Ansaphene!)

LODE AT WHAT YOULVE MISSED (Previous evenis appeasing in the Calender - nod necessarily knewn when the last
Knotting Matlers went to print, but information available st the telephone number shown)

[DATEoTEVENT  |EVENT — |uocamiow
Buly 3+ 7 Summer Schoal Suffolk College

Tuly 9 (Sun) lants County Fair & Sheepdog Trial | Butser Hill, Hampshire

July 15 & 16 Model Boat Show Weymauth

July 1% (Twes) Bpm  |IGKT Yorkehire Branch Meeling The Beulah Hotel, Tong Rd, Farnley, Leeds 12
July 28 - 30 Classic Boat Show | Plymeauth

July 31 - Sept @ The Art of the Sailor iFl|mmﬂ1 Art Gallery

Aug %, 12,19, 26 Hands on Gallery / Knotty Solutions Mational Maritime Museum, Greenwich
August 17- 19 Mavy Days Plymauth

‘August 37 - 28 Chatham Maritime Festival Chatham, Kenl

Bept2 &l Huddersfield Waterways Festival Huddersfield

l-.?.f'ft 7 Fontrope Knols Ilull Shanty Festival

—
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Of Strings

by
Cy Canute

“An ill stringe breaketh many a good
nor no other thinge half 2 bnw
(Roger Ascham (1515-1

A string's strength had to malch that of the bow for
which it was made, with a safety margin up to five times
as much. It had to withstand ated shock-loading as
each arrow was discharged. When bowstrings broke, it
was after the arrow was shot, and, when a string
parted, the bow too often broke.

Thinner strings made faster bows that shot further; but
they were fragile and tricky to use. Thick strings lasted
longer and were easier to shoot but they limited an
gnﬂ r's skill. So bowstrings mad:' or marred bows,
influencing smoothness ease ol shooting, speed
and accuracy; while the craft - and craftiness - of the
stringers could win a war or lose a crown.

Modern archers still prefer tailormade bowstrings
mass-produced ones, making their own or

from trusted stringers. They use Dacron™ or (more
more) Keviar'™, which they serve over with dental
or cotton thread soaked in Superglue™.

7385
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INFALLIBLE EXPERTE
Ann Horman has recently
dravn my attentlon to an

arror in one of my dravings
on page 56 of ‘'Knotcraft'.
In the top rlght hand
draving, the second in the
Footrope Knot seaguance, the
dotted 1lines lndicating the
next step are lncorrectly
placed and should show the
strands balng tucked
directly up through the
Crown. If they are tucked
as the drawing shovs, a

Crowned MHatthew Walker knot
is produced, which IiB a

handsome and guite
acceptable terminal knot,
but not the Footrope Knot
11lustrated as tha final

drawing In the sequence.

It is remarkable that
this miastake has not been
noticed before, consldering
that s0me two thousand
coples of the book are 1n
clrculatlion, it was proof-
read at an early stage by
Geoffrey Budworth and
examined by the counclil
before its original
publication. It proves
agaln that there I8 no suck
animal an an infallible
expert]

STUART GRAINGER-OXFORDSHIRE
Ed: we are happy to polnt
this cut to members Stuart,
vell come on did anyone else
spot It?

The following sheets
were prepared for a teachlng
sesalon for cub leaders who
mostly were unfamillar with
any form of knottlng, =short
of tylng =shoelaces. I
attempted here to provide
them wilith an exerclass to see
if they learned anythling
from the hands on seaslions
as well as a few notes to
conslder about the whole

bus lnean. I am sure that
the KNOT KHOTES (see article
saction of KH531l) could be
axpanded and annotated by
IGKT membership but thay
represant a few of the
principles I have gleaned
from my short exparlences.

The ‘pet-rope' ldea was
a life psaver as we walted In
lina for 2+ hours in

Washlngton at the Whita
House as part of our 19393
Hatlonal Jamborees Tour. An

ve walted, I produced a few
‘pet ropesa' (about a metre
of 3mm nylon cord)] from my
pockets and the scouts had
an impromptu knotting
axhibit to pass the time.
About a year and a half
later I overhsard ancther
leader back in Pallas
talking about a 'crazy
leader who had the boys
Eving knots at the White
House."® 1 confesssd to
being the 'crazy leader' and
pointed out the value of
this form of handa on
teaching for ldle moments.

Considering ny avn
personal experience, 1 was a
granny bow person up until
about 4 vyears ago. At that
point, I was determined to
learn the baslc scout knots
g0 I could teach them to the
klds. However, I got a bit
carrled awvay. Hext thing
you know, I was looking for
knot books and found one by
Harry Asher and another by
Geoffrey Budworth and I was
too far gone to reverse the
trend. It vas the result of
this personal experience
that led me to compose a
WARMNIMNG!I! =slgn that should
be posted wherever there |ia
the possibllity of exposure
to knotting.

The Iindex to KH was
interesting to look through
and certalnly vhets the
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appetite of those of us who
are naw on the BECEnS®,
Parhaps a 'Bast of KM
edition should be considered
as a separate KH
publication.

Regardling tha scoukt
knot record in Gulness.
This has been a puzzle to me
for some time now. It would
be Interestlng to know IE

Gulnees has a bit more info
on 1E.

The current reguired
knots for a First Clans

Scout in BSA are:
*1 dguare knot
%2 Two half hltches
®*3 Clove hitch
*4 Bovline
5 Tautline
& Timber Hitch

The Gulness Book (1993
editlon) states that Clinton
R Balley S8r of Paclflc Clty,
Oregon established a record
of 8.1 seconds by tying:

*] dquare knot

2 Sheet bend

3 Bheep shank

%4 Clove hltch

*5 PRound turn and tweo

half hitches
*f Bowlline

So the
changed a bit

Us standard has
since 1977.

Those noted with * are
common to each group with
the exceptlon that a Round

turn and two half hltches l=s
not gulte the same as the

current two halfhitch loop
in the 1995 BSA S8cout
Handbook .

I would suggest that
one should study each knot

for the '"trick methods' of
tying in orxder to even
approach the record tilme.
The type of line ap well as

the layout of the tying
station would alaso be
lmportant factors.

30

Additional factors to study
are the order of tying and
the number of lines wu=sad.

The Industrial Englineer 1in

ma will not let this time
standard pass me wlthout
further Llnvestlgatlon. 1
will 1let you know what I

might £ind.... Any thoughts
from our membership on thls?
I am intereated in
collecting cartoons and knot
humour (excludling really
horrible puns --- of course

the definition of really
horrible ls not known to the
serlous punster) that mlight
add a bit to teachlng
sesslions. If anyone out
there has collected
anything, I would appreclate
knowing.

JACK KEENE - DALLAS, TX

THE EEALED KHOT

Sealed
device

famous
heraldic
soclety of that
dress up
costume and fe-

charlty, the
battles of the

This 18 the
Knot, the
used by the
name, vhose members
In parlod
enact, for
famous
English Clvil War between
Cavallers and Roundheads.
The orliginal Sealed Knot
Club vas a royallst
assoclatlon of much emarlier
origin, according te my
Encylopaedla Britannica, =so
this emblem is presumably at
least 250 years old.
Ann Horman was

a BSBealed Knot

asked by
membar ta
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produce a real example of
this knot, but found some
difficulty In dolng a0 and
asked me to try. After a
frustrating afternoon ok
effort, I asked for Geoffrey
Budvorth's help, feelling
that his magical braln would
see what we were mlssing and
sure enough, he worked It
out and sent ma samples over
a weekend.

I thought that
members might llke to have a
go at solving this puzzle,
for that lIs what 1t is; the
heraldic drawlng balng a
mildly misleading view of
the £finlshed knot (assumlng
that we have tied 1t right).
I feel sure that its
component parts have a
slgnlficance that I1=s not
apparent to modern eyes,
beling intended to convey
some Royallst symbolism to
the iInltiated. A careful
observer wlll notlce that,
of the four enda hangling
down from tha threa
horlzontal turns, twvo are
lald left handed and two
right handed, the reat of
the knot being rlight hand
lald throughout. Whether
this has a secrekt
slgnificance, or ls Jjust a
mistake by the artist 1
cannot say.

1f any members know
more about the symbolism of
the Sealed Knot, we shall be

other

VEery interested to learn
from them. Edltors
permitting, I shall tell you
Geoffrey's method of tylng

it in the next issue.
STUART  GRAINGER -
QXFORDEHIRE

A request for help. I

am an Operatlonal Offlcer
with the British Fire
Service, and an embarking on

of knots and lines
{ropas) used within Fire
Brligades around the world.
The aim s to produce a
collective work on the
application of knots used in
the Fire and Reacue
situation.

I would be grateful ILf
any members in the Gulld who
are flreflghters or know of
friends vho are could get 1ln
touch with me . 1 am
intereasted in any of the
following informatlen.

a satudy

1 What knots are In use
{de they constitute a
standard knot In your
Brigade/Department?).

2 What applicatlons are

the knote used for?

3 What lines (ropes) are
in use which are
speciflic to your
Brlgade/Department?

1 Any  history on the
development of knots
and lines within your
Brigade/Department.

5 Details of any
reference materlal, le
Tralning Hanuals,
Speclfications;
Bulletins etc.

In antliclpatlon, thank you

for any help you may be able

to give In thls project.

Colin Grundy - Coventry

1 am sorry to have to write

this letter to advi=e you of

ny resignation from the
Guild. It has been brought
about by my suffering £from
an eys problem which is
falrly rare called Benign
Ezsentlal Blapharospasm.
(Benlgn because It s not
l1ife threatenling or
mallignant; esssentlal becauae
at present the cause and
cure Is completely unknown
and Blepharospasm for
involuntary closure of the

K]
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eyellds) that 1is 1t In a
notshell. Although ay eayes
focus ok concentrating my
vision for reading or
knotting makes tham ache,
and all light 1is too bright

for comfort. S0 you can seas
that along with reading this
stops me from dolng detalled
work like knottling.

My reason for all thias
detall 18 not £or sympathy
for I am able to pursus many
other interssts such a lawn
bowls and playing the
keyboard. Mo, I thought I
would give you all the

detalls because we who have

this problem know that one
of the dlfficulties is
gettling the problem
diagnosed, it Gtook me 18
montha, In America It can
take a= long as 4 Yyears
before one finds a

apecialist wvho can recogniss
1t. If you know anyone who
may have thils problem
pecrhaps point them In the
right direction for an esarly
diagnosis, LE left the
eyelids can clamp shut
completely.

1 am typing this by
touch type, my wlfe does my
cocrrectlons.

I hawve vVary much
enjoyed my mesmbership of the
Gulild with its friendly
attltude and I wish the
Gulld every success for the
future.

1 would alec llke to
submit detalls of a knot
that I learned as a

schoolboay durlng the war In
Kent where 1 used to live.
In the esarly days we wvere
encouraged to go farm-
vorking and this knot was
used to tie up sheaves of
corn wvhen the binder falled
to tie properly with string.
It i=s surprislngly strong
and I have done my best with

threes small illustcations.
The heads of the cornm stalks
lock this knot, the untled

sheave of corn is then
placed In the length created
by the twvo handfuls of
cornstalks. These handfuls
are then pulled round the
sheave and the Efinal knot
used to £inish off Is that
shown In Ashley page 234
knot number 1235, The
advantage of the knot I have
dravn is that not only is it
strong but it can be used to

tie up a really large
sheava.

¥Well there we are, 1
thought that having got so

much pleasure from Knotting
Matters 1 wouold like to make
a contribution.
David Pettlit, Kent
(so sorry to hear
probles David, we
to wish you good luck from
the Gulld, and many thanks
for your contributlion. Ed.}

about your
vould like
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HAKING FRIENDEHIP BANDS
by LYNETTE SILVER
Published (1994) by Bally
Hilner Publishing, 558
Darling Btreat, Rozelle,
Australia - now (1994795
reprints) by MHilner Dodgem

Books .

ISBN 1 B6351 135 O

UK Price 3.85

What are Frlendship Bands?
How are they mada? What do
you need?

In this socft covared AS
booklet, of just 36 pages,
the author, a former prilmary
school teacher, explains and
then goes on to describe
fEive lovely desligns
({ralnbow, vatersnake,
arrovhead, tropical €£1ish and
crisscrosa). She Is writing
for children but sven grown
ups unaure of this patterned
macrame half hltching could
anjoy learning from her easy
proee and Susia FPoland's
gorgeous coloured stap by
step dravings.

It's & little
booklet, for anyone from
about the age of Bix
upwards, and with it our
first multicoloured hank of
threads comes frem.

Gaoffrey Budworth, Kent

gem of a

Thae Gulld's
reaponslblllitliea s0 Ear as

aducatlon, training and
passing on the absolute
vealth of knowladge
avajilable, is clear and
unmistakable to ma. "Tha
object of the Guild shall be

the advancemeant of sducatlion
by the study and practice of
the art, craft and sclence
of knotting, passed and
present®™, I do not know all

of what has been done
before. We stlill do not have
any educatlion or tralning

scheme for teaching
the individual
patiance and
glvan by our mOE®
axperienced and talented
mambars. Somatimes thea
knowledge i= glven
personally in little groups
or individually at Guila
meatings, in formal classeas
or as part of a wvisit to
people's homes . Sometimes
teaching 18 Iin the books the
members write for the Guild
to publish, and in the
articles msent in to s=share
this knowledge with the
membershlp. Parhaps this Is
anough &and this 1s vhat was
intanded. Perhaps wa need to
do more;, have more of a
structure to training. Here
is vhara wa start to discuss
this subject openly and =sea
vhat has besan done so far.
We have asked several of the
menbers of the Oulild that we
know have apent many hourse
discussing and writing about

except
acte of
dedication

education and tralning to
outline thelir ideas and
hopas, for tha wvhole Gulild

to discuss and perhaps come
forvard wilth thalr own ideas
based on the knowledge of

vhat has gone befora. In
this issus we have the
thoughts of Stuart Oralnger

and Geoffrey Budworth to
start the ball rollling.
Lonnle Boggs
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Badges, Scrolls & Medals

A conlribution to
the IGKT's educalion & Iraining debale

from

g,g‘:‘{;,{-ﬂ:ufn'u?”;

(who earns his living teaching, lecturing and examining)

he fure lo learn musl first be created. Look at thriving cralt movements,
youth clubs, sports governing bodles, even professional and trade
associations. All rely upon a structured award scheme. Designed to
Erumula and then recognise the progresslve acqulsilion of skills,
nowledge and |judgement, it Is actually the badges, medals and
certilicates which are the atlraction.

Back in the 1980s | mooted:

{a) Bronze, silver and gold badges for beginning, inlarmadiate and
advanced knot tyers, whether Guild members or nol;

(b) Madals (with the designalion 'Craftsman’, Irrespective of sex) for
Guild members submitling an elaborate plece of knot or ropework;

{c) Scrolls or parchments (designation 'Expert’) recognising a member's
writing, research or other innovation.

Guild members who dislike tests and badges
nead not bother with tham.
They are for the many, of all ages, who do
{and especially the wider NON-membearship).

Candidates chose from a pick-&-mix menu of ropework tasks, some
mandamrr and others optional, to assemble an award content which
matches individual needs, aptitudes and interests. The onus is upon
candidates lo seek out tuilion (or teach themselves). The location of
Guild branches, together with a guided reading list and details of award
criteria, would be malled to all enquirers.

Signed postal award applications (co-signed by acceplable wilnesses),
whom the candidate also finds, eliminate the need for a ceniral panel of

instructors and examiners. All are honour-bound.

The awards business must quickly repay the initial outlay and become
solf-financing. Subject o any safeguards imposed by the Charily
Commissioners, it should also be profitable. ne honorary Awards
Sacretary could handle it.

Such an operation might relieve others - e.g. the Duke of Edinburgh's
Award Scheme - of their own knot tying commitments. |l could even
become - 've seen it happen elsewhsre - an indispensable trade training

requirgament.
You don'l agree? Fair enough. Tell us YOUR alternative.
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STUART GRAINGER, “CUCKAMUS END", X
CUCHAMUS LANE, NORTH LEIGH, WITNEY, i
OXON OXB SRA. TEL: 0199 881481 \

TRAINING - A PERSONAL OPINION FROM STUART GRAINGER

The Editors have asked me 10 siate my personal wew of the much desoussed
topc of the Guid's role i ranng™. | do 50 knowing that many members
drsagree wiih at leas! some of what | have 10 s3y A very important part of
the Gudd s reason for existence s an oblgaton 10 educate and sniorm, so
thes 3 3 sutyect worthy of dscussion among members and | 0 have some
expenence and knowiedge of ¢ 1o offer

There s dtie value in tryng 10 teach those who do not want 1o be taught In
Oxfordshwe aher mounting several free and well-pubhcrsed open “events”,
we have found only a menuscule nlerest in classes leachung knothing skills,
although there s relatively strong demand for publications on the subject |
remain unconvinced thal there s widespread demand for structured traiming
courses in our crafl of knotting Certainly there are local, specialist
requirements in particular areas, which markel forces have already been
effeclive in meeting through some of our members providing courses. An
example is Colin Jones's courses in fender making, sponsored by the Inland
Walerways museums. In the main, however, it has been my experience that
the most common requirement from a potential student s to locale sources
of published information, supported, if possible, by personal advice on a one-
to-one basis.

it is untrue and unjust 1o claim that the Guild does nothing lowards leaching
its craft. A great deal of time, money and effort has been invested in our
magazne and our publications. which stand creditably alongside those of any
other similar orgamssation of our size. There are gaps in our ist, no doubt, of
whuch our Council s aware, but such gaps can only be filled by
knowledgeable and, 1o some extent. talented volunteers, who need 1o be
motreated Certasndy we should publish a recommended readng st reguiarty
updated and a comprehensive bibkography of our subpect. aithough the
\atter 5 @ long and scholarly ob  The provision of the former would solve
many of the probems of a senous student m finding sought-after informaton
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Most of gur members who have specialist knowledge of a particular knotting
application or technigue are willing, indeed eager, to share their expertisa, if
and when they are asked to do so. This does not necessarily mean that they
will be keen to teach a class, or lo wrile and illustrate a book or article, but
they will happily give advice and guidance on the telephone, or in a personal
conversation. Those who have such special expertise are mostly known to
Council and could ba asked to permit their nomination to a list of members
who are willing to be consulted by letter, talephone, or personal appointment,
as appropriate. The list of consultant members could ba included in the
regular Membership List, perhaps by simply adding appropriate hieroglyphics
or notes beside the relevant names, denoting the particular members
specialities and preferred means of contact,

| am not in favour of any complex system of examinations, badges and
diplomas, because such schemes are expensive to establish and administer
There is a tendency to lose early momentum as reality catches up with
expectancy. Also there are difficulties associated with establishing
acceplable examiners and criteria, which could cause undesirable
resentments and rivalries to arise within the Guild. It is far more desirable, in
my opinion, for the Guild to strive to become the acknowledged authority on
its subject, so that it is asked o advise and adjudicate in educational
schemes organised by other bodies, such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
scheme, who will bear the costs associated with such exercises. If the Guild
has money to spare for fancy badges, diplomas and the like, | suggest that it
would be betler spent an donating a couple of hundred copies of "Knoteraft”,
or even ten copies of "The Ashley Book of Knots" to suitable educational
establishments. If the Council cares to draw up a list of such eslablishments
and contributes the cost of postage, | will happily donate a hundred copies of
“Creative Ropecraft" to start the ball rolling.

710 words. Copyright Stuart E. Grainger 3rd July 1995,
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KNOTCHARTS
100 1o choose from £0.10 each

POSTCARDS

Set of 8 instructional
(Brown & Cream) £1.50 Set

Set of 8 Single Strand
Ornamental Knots

(White on Blue) £1.50 Set
RUBBER STAMP

"IGKT - Member”

(excludes stamp pad) £4.00
TIES

Polyester (Dark blue, with

white Knot motifs) LONG £8.95 each
BADGES

Guild LOGO

Enamel Brooch Type £1.80 each

Cloth, Blazer Type £1.00 each

Car Sticker (Soft Plastic) £1.00

7° Display Stand Logo £7.50 each
KNOT CRAFT - THE VIDEO elementary teaching aid
VHS or NTSC

Stuart Grainger £8.50 each

SUPPLIES SECRETARY
3 Walnui Tree Meadow
Stonham Aspal
STOWMARKET

Suffolk IP14 6DF
Tel: 01449 -T711121
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