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Editorial

Cy Canute raised the question of what “-ol ogy” we practise. Oh-
ers asked; “Does it matter?”

Well, it certainly isn't vital to knot tyers. Oddly, it does ob-
sess outsiders who seemto need a |abel for us, and - preferably - a
pretentious one.

| guess the only folk who rarely tal k about toxophily are archers
thensel ves. Apiarists no doubt call each other beekeepers, while pis-
cators are really only anglers. It’s those of us not invol ved who take
pride in knowi ng the obscure and pedantic noun for the thing.

So, if we knot tyers are to answer this recurrent query from
strangers, it mght be sensible to learn a word which will do the job
and satisfy them Then we, too, may be a question in a T.V. quiz gane.

Robert JACKSON favours “Knottol ogy” or “Nodol ogy” (Latin: Nodus/
Nodo - Knot). Harry ASHER of f ers “Konpol ogy” (G eek: Konpos - Knot) but
t hi nks the whol e i dea i s nonsense. Tom SOLLY uses “Funi col ogy” (Latin:
Funi culus - a cord).

Make up your own nmind. There's sonething there for everyone.

Quotation

“Sally’'s father was an ol d poacher and a first class netmaker;
we woul d sit together of an evening making ny nets . . . All the wrinkles
of the net-maker’'s art he showed nme . . . He nmade ne the finest and
lightest pair | ever had - all in silk.”

‘A POACHER S TALE', by A T. Curtis, related by Fred J. Speaknman, pub
G Bell and Son Ltd. (1961)



Starting Square Sinnets
by JOHN CONSTABLE

It can sonmetines be difficult to start a plait or sinnet neatly
froma fixed position. This particularly applies at a change point in
a lanyard or bellrope, etc. Oten the transition is concealed with a
Turk’s Head braid. Wth care, however, the need for a braid can be
avoi ded. For sone sinnets this is easily achieved; for others the so-
lution may not be so obvious. The nmethods for starting four and ei ght
strand square sinnets are given. In both cases it is assuned that they
followa knot or adifferent plait which has been secured by a tenporary

st oppi ng.

Four strand sguare sinnet

Hang the lanyard vertically with the working end at the bottom
Strai ghten and ti ghten the cords where they | eave the knot or stopping.
Arrange themin a square (see drawi ngs) and nental |l y nunber themin the
sequence shown as seen fromabove. Lay off 1 tothe right, i.e. towards
your own right side. Lay off 2 to the front left. Bring 3 forward,
crossing over 1, and lay off tothe left beside and in front of 2. Bring
4 forward under 2, over 3 and lay off to the right beside and in front
of 1.

The plait now proceeds conventionally by taking 2 round the back
totheright, bringingit forward between 1 and 4 and |l aying off to the
left beside and in front of 3. Repeat the nove on the other side by
taking 1 round the back to the left, bringing it forward between 3 and
2 and laying off to the right beside and in front of 4. Continue the
moves from each side alternately.

Ei ght strand square sinnet

Prepare the lanyard as before and nentally nunber the cords ac-
cording to the diagram Wth the first and second fingers of the |eft
hand separate the front and back rows fromthe two nmiddle cords 3 and
5. Lay off 1 to the right and 2 beside and in front of it. Lay off 3
to the left. Lead 4. forward over 1 and 2 and | ay beside and in front
of 1. Bring 5 to the right front, over 1 and 2 and lay to the left in
front of 3 and 4. Bring 6 to the left in front of 7, under 3, and | ay
over 4 and 5tolie onthe right in front of 1 and 2. Bring 7 forward
to the right in front of 8 Lead it under 1, over 2 and 6, and lay to
the left infront of 3, 4 and 5. Lastly lead 8 to the left, under 3 and
4, and over 5 and 7 to lie below 1, 2 and 6.

From now on the plait proceeds according to the normal instruc-
tions. 3 is led round the back and forward under 1 and 2, over 6 and
8, tolie below7. Then 1 is | ed round the back and forward under 4 and
5, over 7 and 3, to lie beside 8. Continue the noves alternately from
each side
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Quotation

“The reason why so few nmarri ages are happy i s because young
| adi es spend their time nmaking nets, not meking cages.”
(Jonathan Swift, 1667-1745)



KNOT CHARTS

When the Quil d was asked to put on a di splay at the annual G| well
Reuni on, for nearly 2000 Scout officers, Eric Franklin had the idea of
producing a fewcharts for sale there. This caught on and a very | arge
nunber were sold during that week-end. Cbviously, he had a good idea,
whi ch we have foll owed up. Those who were at the last Guild neeting
wi || have seen, and maybe bought, the first fifteen charts. The nunber
of charts has gone up to fifty, largely due to a nassive effort by Ge-
of frey, who has added charts for a conpl ete knotting al phabet for people
to ornanent anything froma notice board to a dressing gown.

The charts are on paper the sane size as this page and each deal s
completely with the subject of itstitle. They are avail abl e to nenbers
at neetings or by post at | Op. each or mixed 12 for 1, plus envel ope
and postage: add 16p. for up to eight, 20p. for up to fifteen or 42p
for fifty.

Send your orders to Ms. |lvy Blandford, Quinton House, Newbol d-
on- Stour, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warw ckshire CV37 8UA (Tel. Al derm n-
ster 257).
I ncl ude paynent in stanps for small anpunts, notes or cheques for
| arger anounts (Cheques payable to the International Guild of Knot Ty-
ers).

Titles avail abl e are:

1. Turks head mat and hitch mat. 12. Rustl ers knot (square knot)

2. Lanyard knot. 13. Sheet bend vari ations.

3. Three-lead five-bight Turks head. 14. Sheepshank vari ati ons.

4. Monkey fist. 15. C ove hitch variations.

5. Ccean plait nmat. 16. Constrictor knot.

6. Four-lead three-bight Turks head. 17. Chi nese | anyard knot

7. Sail makers whi ppi ngs. 18. Turks head(12 bight,5 | ead)

8. Common whi ppi ng vari ati ons. 19. Mat - tied with a single cord.

9. Basic eye splice in 20. Cel tic knot design
three-strand rope. 21. Knob coveri ng.

10. Back splice in three-strand rope. 22. A square knot.
11. The end of the rope - wall knot, 49.Scaffold hitch
crown, Matthew Wl ker, manrope knot.50. H ghwayman’s hitch

23 to 48 inclusive are the al phabet of knots, showing the letter
i ndi cated after the nunber:

23A, 24B, 25C, 26D, 27E, 28F, 29G 30H, 311, 32J, 33K, 34L, 35M 36N
370, 38P, 39Q 40R, 41S, 42T, 43U, 44V, 45W 46X, 47Y, 48Z

No doubt the series will be extended. The range of possible
charts is alnmost infinite. So far the charts have been drawn by three
menbers, but if anyone else feels they could contribute anything on
their speciality, their efforts will be wel comed, but see some exi sting
charts for guidance on layout. If you do not feel you can nmake fi ni shed
i nk drawi ngs, give us your rough ideas and one of the ‘experts’ wll
draw sonething printable. Profit margin is small, but what there is
goes to the CGuild.
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Cy Canute

Are knots public property, as free to use as the air we breat he;
or can individual s assune ownership of particular ones . . . and forbid
their use? No - and yes, in that order it seens, froman experience |
had a few years ago

A busi ness firmexported sacks of powdered and granul ar products
and had devi sed a cheap and | abour- saving way to handl e the | oads. Two
slings of rope or webbing were interlaced to grip and support each sack
like a belt and braces all at once. Wen the | oad was hung froma crane
hook, the crossing points of the two slings generated just enough heat
to nelt slightly and fuse together. They becane effectively part and
parcel of the | oad. Fromwarehouse to lorry, to dockside and ship, from
shi p back to shore, each sack kept its slings. Included in the purchase
price, they were only cut off and discarded at the final destination

It was an i ngeni ous devi ce and much trial and error had gone into
finding out just what size the slings needed to be to cope with nelting
yet not to break.

Suddenly the only other conpany in the sanme field announced t hat
t hey had PATENTED t hi s handl i ng net hod. O her peopl e, they warned, nust
no longer use it or risk court action and a sw ngeing fine!

The Managi ng Director of the originating firmwas first flabber-
gasted, then furious. “Knots are everyone’'s,” he protested. “They can’t
own a knot.”

“Ch yes, they can,” advised the | earned patent | awer brought in
to scrutinise the 7 pages of small print and technical draw ngs which
made up the patent specification. “Unless you can prove this arrange-
ment of slings was used in the sane way and for the sane purpose by
sonme third person before these claimants patented it as their own, you
must conply with their requirenment to stop using it.”

They couldn’t; so they did...and that’s how matters stood when
| ast | heard.

7ies

The nulti-knot design dark blue tie with white rope motifs is
available, price 3.500 (incl. p. &p.) fromthe Hon. Secretary. Pl ease
make cheques payable to ‘G Budworth’ (it’s his noney that bought thenj.



Fellew kneksmen may be ok rested in ancid Countryman's methed o ma Kiv)ﬂ eather laces
frem ol beets and scraps. (areful havdling can produce surprisingly iong strands from
small curckes, sufficient even tomake plaited ropes.

I You will need o piece Of leather shaped and cutas shown, asharp knife ancl a
guickstick netthed toabort the thickness
d%\’h{ \eather and batk abeat a centimetre

fram the end.

thtl?n«g laces oy rov souy

i

D Stab the Knifepoint secvrely into a board with the
cubting 2dge away from the operator's positien with
the slotked \Cather into the CuH:inj edge .

3 Use the stick as aguide o held Yhe leathe,

down and to guide it evenly inb the blade, then F
witha steady metim, pull the il firmly and
S'nuoothlx/.

>

4 (
“Twe ‘ﬁ&‘t“)ér will votate Cmd -fcrma.
,@ decmxsfng helical cut as the leather
lace vs fovmed.
S

Here saswill r}cqu'\regl by experiment witha varety a{ leathers dry,
moist andoily, with vanous blade angles anel different notches in the
guidlestick. The uscal aclvice |5 Qiven about Keeping vhe Knife very
sharp,and ensuring that the fingers are kept behind the biade



7esting Knots

Al an WALBRI DGE has kindly offered to test the strength and nmaybe al so
the security of knots for Guild nenbers. Here he explains his nethod.

Dear GCeoffrey,

There is a British Standard concerned with testing ropes, etc.
BS 5053: 1974, and this seened to be a good starting point. There are
basically two types of nmmchine used:- (1) Long-span, where at |east 1
m of man-made fibre ropes is used, and (ii) Short-span, suitable for
ropes of up to 10 nm in dianeter. It is this latter type of nachine
which | can sinulate

To see if the machine was suitable | nmade up sone specinmens in
1/4” terylene 500 mm |l ong with eye-spliced ends - the mininumBS | ength
is 250 mm - sone specinens w thout reef knots and some with.

/3 tuc,k,s\\
* ——D
T LLOmm. n
30mm. 30mm.

o 7293 O

Stretching the rope at a constant rate of 50mimn. the results
were consi stent within 5%- which did not seemtoo bad on ol d used rope
- and were in fact

No knot 765 Kkg.
Reef knot. . . 310 kg.

A reef knot reducing the strength to about 40%  The naxi mum | oad
this machine is capable of is 10 tonnes.

Apart fromjust getting the breaking strain the machine plots a
strai n-extensi on graph which shows the knot slipping and tightening,
i.e. the |l oad nonmentarily drops when the knot slips. This nay be usef ul
in assessing the security of knots.

The machi ne seens therefore suitable for tests as long as spec-
imens are presented in a suitable format - that which | used of 1/4”
rope, 1/2m long, with eye-spliced ends seemed OK To do a test is
qui ck and easy and for return postage people coul d have back their bro-
ken specinens and ‘test certificate’ which maybe we coul d design

Your s, Al an
4, Broadacres,
Tenpl epatri ck,
Co. Antrim BT39 QAY. 19 Sept.
(Pl ease do not bonmbard himw th speci nens, and do send return postage
for any reply; but take advantage of this val uable service. Perhaps
Al an could collate his results for publication in this newsletter.)



Disc Knots
by Ettrick Thonson

Ashl ey invented Disc Knots, in the sense that there are about 20
knots of this formin “The Ashl ey Book of Knots”, but he says
practically nothing about the fanmly resenbl ance between them | have
chosen the nane “Disc Knot” on the strength of Ashley 2232, a “disk-
shaped covering”, illustrated in Fig.1. Fig.1.1 is neant to show the
essential formand so the strands are endl ess: there are two of them
in this particular disc knot, but Ashley's 2232 has been nodified to
use only one; Fig.1l.2 is an anended version of Ashley’s draw ng.

Fig. | The original Disc Knot

Fig.1.1 Fig.1.2
Essential form Appear ance

A Di sc Knot can be thought of (but not tied) as starting with a
Turk’s Head with an even nunber of bights-a 4-Lead, 8-Bight (4L:8B) in
Fig.1. Fig.2 illustrates the process with a sinpler Disc Knot starting
with the 3L: 8B Turk’s Head of Fig.2.1. Onits own, the Turk’s Head woul d
cover the curved surface of the disc. Fig.2.2 shows the Single Disc
Knot, which extends the cover to one of the flat surfaces of the disc,
by repl aci ng every other bight (those marked * in Fig.2.1) by a crown;
and Fig.2.3 extends the process to the Doubl e Di sc Knot, covering both
flat surfaces, by introducing yet anot her crown, replacing the 4 bights
marked * in Fig.2. 2.

When it cones to advancing froma Single Disc Knot to a Doubl e,
there is a choice of 2 sets of bights-in Fig.2.2 either the set marked
* or the set marked +. Then the nunber of leads is odd, as it is in
Fig.2, thereis no essential difference: but whenit is even, the nunber
of strands may be different. Fig.1l.1 has two strands; if the other
choi ce had been made, there would have been six strands.

As with Turk’s Heads, it isinterestingtotrytofindarule for
the nunber of strands. Unfortunately, the rule (whatever it may be) is
far fromsinple. Al | can say is that for Double Disc Knots with an
odd nunber of |eads the nunber of strands is odd, in nost cases one;
with an even nunber, there are at |least two strands, and the knot is
an interlacing of two Turk’s Head forms-but not necessarily with an
over-1-under-1 weave.
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Fig.2.1 Fig.2.2 Fig. 2.3
A 3L: 8B Turk’s Head Si ngl e Di sc Knot Doubl e Di sc Knot

Di sc Knots are decorative rather than workaday knots. They are
very useful for form ng knobs, and those of us who were present at the
1983 AGM had t he opportunity of tying such a Disc Knot, in Des Pawson’s
denonstration of a way of finishing off a bell rope. This was a Single
Di sc Knot, based on a 5L:8B Turk’s Head, in an S-strand form Ashley’s
2223, nodified to use one strand, is another version

To concl ude, here are two new Disc Knots. The first (Fig.5) is a
Button Knot; if carefully drawn up, it will forman al nost perfect disc,
with a dianeter about twice its height. It is a Double D sc Knot based
on a 5L:10B Turk’'s Head, but the weave is over-2-under-2, so the 5-
strand crowns are 2-tuck crowns. The “-X-" shows a conveni ent place to
start and finish; doubling is not necessary.

Fig.3 A Button Knot




The second (Fig.4) is an el aboration of the Knife-Lanyard Knot
(Ashley 787), which is based on a 3L:4B Turk’'s Head. Fig 4.1 is a
diagram for the Knife-Lanyard Knot, 4.2 a diagramfor the new knot, a
Single Disc Knot, and 4.3 an i npressi on of 4.2 (doubl ed), show ng that
the | ower |eads, those that go to the knife, cone out together, but
that the upper | eads cone out separately, naking it tidier when going
round the neck or round the shoul der

Fig.4 A Knife-Lanyard Knot

Fig. 4.1 Fig.4.2 Fig.4.3
Ashl ey 787 Si ngl e Di sc Knot Appear ance

The circled ends come up frombel ow t he plane of the paper; the
arrowed ends rise up above it.

Disc Knots in “The Ashl ey Book of Knots”

-
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Bi ght s Si ngl e/ Doubl e Serial Nos
955

609, 625, 912
643, 1391
924

925, 2216
999

2220

2232

994, 2223
2218

2222

2219
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Quotation

I'n June, 1497, when Venetian John Cabot I anded in North America
he believed he’'d found the Oient, a land of inexhaustible riches. Back
inBristol inthe first week of August his only trophies were “...a net
and sone snares abandoned at a canpsite.”

‘ THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE by Brendan Lehane, pub. By Time-Life Books
(1981)
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MAC‘RAME'

Proprietor: Mrs. Glad Findlay
(LG.K.T. Member)

7a Madrid Road
Guildford Surrey
GU2 5NU
Tel:Guildford 571799

'"MACRAME PLUS' stocks well-made original macramé creations,
both decorative and practical...ideal gifts for any home.
Kitchen or bathroom, bedroom or nursery, there's something
you'll like. Or buy Glad's patterns and make them yourself.
All your macrame needs supplied; beads, rings (some plastic
coated), rods, ceramics; also I.G.K.T. work charts and some
books.

THE ROPE SHOP stocks T h e Rope Shop

a vast range of

matural and 26HighStreet

synthetic cords and Emsworth

ropes, of all sizes HantsPO1l0 7AW

and colours; and Telephone-Emsworth 2642
also supplies

knotting books.

Proprietors: John & Veronica HOLLISS
(I.G.K.T. members)

If you can visit the shop you will find cordage of every
description, as well as a miscellany of beads and rings, tools
and all those other things beloved by knotting enthusiasts There
are also knotted items for sale. Prices are reasonable, so - if
you're in the area - do come and see us. We cater for everyone,
from the local fishermen to London-based craftswomen!

Alternatively, send a large s.a.e. for our latest mail order
Price and Book Lists. The Book List includes over 100 titles of
macramé books, booklets and pamphlets; as well as -a number of
good knot books. The Price List too is mainly intended for those |
doing macramé. As Lt is NOT possible to send out samples of all W
available-cords, knotters attempting more complicated work should
write explaining their requirements as fully as they can
(including a sample of cord if possible) and we will do our best
to find the right thing.




Suppliers

3-strand and brai ded yacht
nyl on and kevl ar;
pol yester snooth-braid or cross-braid snall
1- 4mmrespectively)

pol ypr opyl ene,

(dia. 1 - 3.2nm or

produce i dea

decorative materi al

ENGLI SH BRAI DS LTD

Spring Lane, Malvern Link,
Worcs. WR14 1AL, Engl and
tel: Malvern (06845) 65111

lines in polyester,
al so a range of standard
cords

BRI TI SH TRI MM NGS LTD.
Coronation Street,
St ockport SK5 7PJ,
tel: 061-480 6122

Engl and

for Priest Cords

(avail abl e only through stocki sts)

hard laid cotton |ines
white glace cords No's
menber finds ideal for

makes church bel | ropes
carries fair supply of
string, etc.

anot her church bel | rope naker;
di anet er
i ncl udi ng worsted bal ustrade rope (al

of large and small

trade prices).

Do | et us know YOUR stocki sts,

JOHN H. BLAKEY LTD.

Dale Street, Radcliffe,
nr. Manchester M26 9AH.
tel: 061-723 2414

whi ch are grand stuff and brai ded

1, 4, 6 and 8 which at |east one
hi s purposes.
A, ELLIS
Stati on Road, East Leake,
Loughbor ough, Leics.
(and will nake up ropes to order);
smal | di aneter rope, macrane

PRI TCHARDS ROPES
The A d Bell Foundry,
Loughbor ough, Leics.

Ral
ol ease IT_I_-lj

carri es stock
rope and tw ne,
at
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With Compliments

Town Foot, Hawes, North Yorkshire DL8 3NT
‘S Hawes (096 97) 487

Proprietors: P. Annison, C. R. Annison

‘ THE HAWES ROPEMAKERS - Past & Present’, by Ruth Annison and Lesl ey
Chapman is a delightful booklet published by the authors in 1983 and
available fromWR Quthwaite & Son under its new proprietors for just

1. 50p.

Their mai n products are agricultural ropes (cattle halters, horse
| eading reins, etc.), bannister and barrier ropes and church bel | ropes.

A wide variety of other products includes traditional wooden
toys, twines (retail or whol esale), and nacrane cottons, jutes and
synt heti cs.

As.a.e. is appreciated with all enquiries NOT acconpani ed by an
order. Send for pricelists, etc. Quotethis entryin ‘Knotting Matters’
as the Annisons are thinking of taking a regular ad. with us.

Quotation

“The nets you take ferreting will be newand white. Get a handf ul
of soil and rub it into the cord so that it turns brown, otherw se the
rabbit nay see them "

‘ THE POACHER S HANDBOOK' by lan N all, pub. WIIiam Hei nemann
Ltd. (1950)

“Put your hand in the horny pal mof Francie McG nn and cone to
the stable to learn the knots for net-naking.”
(ibid.)

“The setting of a long net is a thing no aspiring poacher can
mast er wi thout the instruction of a nman who has actually put down a net
and succeeded in catching rabbits by this neans. A long net may be
seventy-five yards, but nore often a hundred yards, inlength, and three
feet or soin width.” (ibid.)

“In the grey light, wal king hone with the broken net, they were
overtaken by a policenman, who took themin charge.
(ibid.)



Bend's

Three Decorative Bends
by Harry Asher

Drawi ngs by El eanor Draper

Vi ce Versa Major and Vice Versa M nor

The only di fference between these two bends is that in V.V. nmgjor
the hal f hitches at the two ends are both right-handed, whereas in V. V.
m nor one is right- and the other |eft-handed.

Si mpl e Si non
This one is on the lines of a Sheet Bend and has a half hitch at

one end only

Letters

Dear Geoffrey
Howdifficult it istoinvent a newknot! - wites fell ow knot man
[Ettrick THOVSON (Newsletter 5, foot of page ii).| Surely we ought all

to agree with him Indeed he proves his own point alittle farther on
illustrating and describing a bend that he hinself believes

to be new. It is a good-looking bend, not | think described
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el sewhere. But sonething vaguely famliar about it pronpted me, on
tying it, to give an extra hard pull on the ends, whereupon it folded
over and becane... Ashley’'s 1425, but with ends and | eads reversed.
Desnmond Mandevil | e 20 Novenber, 1983
Bl ackheath, S.E. 3

Dear M. Budworth,

Your tel ephone call was a pleasant surprise, ny fault is that I
can run anyone a heavy phone bill when chatting about
funicology....Today the delightful tie arrived and | shall wear it with
pride, many thanks. Over the com ng nmonths/years it woul d be val uabl e
i f we can encourage knotsmen to record the | ore of knots w th anecdotes
and experiences to further our acquisition of a definitive body of
know edge.

Best wi shes and t hanks agai n,

Tom Sol |'y
Sout h Shi el ds 15 Nov 83

Dear GCeoffrey,

Many thanks indeed for the superb news-letters. The obvious
expertise of the contributors nakes nme feel very amateurish.

Anyway, |'’ma 46 year old Production Engineer with ‘ Alcan’ (the
al um ni um peopl e) but nore of interest I’ma Leader Trainer in S. E
Wales with the Scout Association and |ike many others my interest in
ropework started as a Cub Scout but was enhanced during ny
apprenticeship on S. Wil es Docks working with riggers, one of whom
(Charlie Friday) had sailed in square riggers as a boy.

| feel a bit isolated fromthe obvious knotting activity in the
hone counties, although the author of “The Shell Book of Knots &
Decorative Ropework” lives just round the corner from ne.

Qovi ously in introducing newleaders in Scouting to knotting and
ropework one has to generate that spark of interest and certainly, if
you can excite their enthusi asmby show ng t hemexanpl es of fancy work
or “magi cal” ways of maeking ‘clove hitches, for exanple, then you're
on to a winner - well, that’s ny excuse anyway.

I"mal so associated with a Royal Navy Recogni sed Sea Scout G oup
so nmy nodest skills in ropework and canvas work are useful there as
wel | .

I"ve made ny own serving nmallet and sonme fids, but are any
ropeworking tools still made conmercially? - as far as | can see S
Wales is rather bereft of old style chandleries.

Anyway, many nany thanks and |'’msure we'll neet. I'mthirsting
for information and hel p.

Si ncerely,

John Ri chi ngs
Barry, S. dam 9 Novenber, 1983



Dear GCeoffrey,

My wi fe and | had a very pl easi ng day at the AGMon board R N. V. R
ship President. What a delightful place to hold a knotting semnar. It
remi nded nme of ny youth, and the many enjoyable times | had with the
Sea Scouts, oh dear

However, | amsending you the outline of the hitches | discussed
with you, and their origin, and their renmarkable |ikeness to Julie’s
Hi tch.

I was shown these hitches back in 1951, while serving with the
Royal Engineers by a sergeant instructing ne in waternmanship on the
Moray Firth, at Lossienouth, Scotland. | have never forgotten it; and
| don't think it would have survived had | not bought your Knot Book
I wouldn’t have given it another thought.

You wi Il see that version No. 1 was called the M ckey Muuse hitch
because while forming it, it takes on the shape of his ears. The hitches
wer e used to anchor pontoons together tenporarily; you will notice the
beauty of the hitches is the way they coll apse when finished or no
| onger required.

Wel |, thanks for your interest, and once nore thanks for a
pl easing day. It gave nmy wife and | a chance to see those parts of
London that | haven't seen for years, and neeting so many ni ce people.
We are |l ooking forward to the next one.
Yours sincerely,
Ted Upton 9-10-83
Watton-at-Stone, Herts
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Dear Sir,

Congratul ati ons on your authorship of that excellent paperback
“The Knot Book” (Paperfronts), purchase of which led to ne beconi ng
aware of the existence of the guild. 1'"ma very keen knot type nysel f,
havi ng first become interested in the subject about 1974, my interest
at that time being strictly that of a fledgling yachtsnman interested
out of practical necessity. Since then ny interest has broadened, and
knotting has become one of my major hobbies.

I would like to draw your attention to a couple of itenms of
i nterest appearing in part of my knotting library;
Graunont & Hensel's Encycl opedia - Plate 250, Fig. 128, p.462 of 1972
reprint - Package Tie. This is a superb tie, especially with nodern
synthetic postal twine. If you yank at it a bit it is self-tightening
in all directions. It is secure by itself, although one is usually
tenpted into adding a half-hitch for absolute security.

Bi gon & Regazzoni’'s Century Quide - p.118 - Poldo Tackle. It is truly

i ngeni ous, amazing in fact. | also note in this publication on .127
they’ ve got the thief (bag, bread bag) knot illustrated under the
headi ng “reef or square knot” - a serious error in an otherw se

excel l ent publication

|’ ve been doing sone experinmenting myself lately. I"'min the
habit of carrying ny keys on a loop in a 2. 5mmdi a. braided nylon cord
which | place in nmy pocket (the standing end being tied to nmy belt).
At first | used a bowine, but found that, with constant rubbing in ny
pocket, it came undone quite rapidly. Then | tried a doubl e (round turn)
bow i ne, which has the cuckol d’ s neck doubl ed, and found that although
it was a lot nore secure than an ordinary bowine, it too eventually
came undone. Lately I've tried a triple bowine, with the cuckold’'s
neck tripled, and it won’'t come undone. It’s not nmuch harder to tie or
undo intentionally than the double bowine, the final |ead of the
working end is better, and although it is slightly nore difficult to
work and tighten than the double bowine, it’'s worth considering for
per manent applications. Al the bowines were correctly worked and
tightened, so that wasn't a source of error in the experiment.....

...1"ve recently found out that the term“triple bowine” is already
in use (Plate 278, Fig. 364, p.512, Graunont & Hensel) to describe an
extension of the water bowline. The “triple bowine | was
experinenting with is an extention of the round turn bowine, the
cuckol d’s neck being tripled instead of doubled. This latter “triple
bow ine” isn't described in any of ny references, and | reconmend the
name “TREBLE BOALI NE” for the concoction, to avoid confusion

Yours sincerely,
Pet er Ross
26 COctober 1983 Auckl and, New Zeal and

NOTE - Sone items due to be published in this issue are held over to
April due to a healthy stock of original and interesting materi al
arriving frommenbers. Thank you all...don" t stop now.




Bygones

Those of us who haunt antique narkets at dawn, bankrupting our
busi nesses and starving our famlies to acquire yet another old fid,

can now al |

nourn the passing of prices such as those bel ow.

appeared i n the catal ogue of ‘ Coubro & Scrutton’

Mer chant s,
Li rehouse, London

Dead eyes of elm

“ “ [ignumvitae
el m
1 .v.

Ser vi ngboar ds,

Driving fids (brass bound), i

D a. 3 31/2 4
Hei ght 26 28 30
Price 12/0 13/0 14/8

Splicing fids, lignumvitae;

16 18
36/0 36/0
Sewi ng and Ropi ng Pal ns;
O di nary
Mount ed, | arge

Best sail nakers

and Steanshi p Furnishers) of 11, West
Engl and, published by The Avenue Press Ltd.

15/ 0 per doz.
2/ 6 ea.

1/ O ea.
1/ 4 ea.

ghum vi t ae;

41/2 5 6
30 32 32
15/0 18/6 20/0

20 22 24
48/0 56/0 72/0

9/ 0 per doz.
20/ 0 per doz.
38/ 0 per doz.

. whi ch

(Ship Store and Export

I ndi a Dock Road,
in 1912.

i nches at head
in inches

each

inches in length
per doz.

Mar | i ne Spi kes;

Wei ght, each 1/2 3/4 1 11/4 21/4 23/4 |bs.
|.o0.a. 8 9 10 12 14 15 ins.
Prices, all 7/0 8/0 9/0 10/0 13/6 18/0

Bright, steel pointed- - 14/6 20/6

flat pointed 18" long, all bright - 1/8 ea.

pocket, with sheath 14/ 0 per doz.

Spunyarn wi nches;

3 pinion, with hooks & handl es and 14" strong wheel - 28/9 ea.
4 pinion 31/ 3 ea.
Annual subscriptions for 1984, at the new and increased rates (Jnr. -

|.50p; Snr.

Rem ttances -

as soon as possi bl e,

- 7.50p; Family - 10.00p.), were due on 1st. January,

pl ease,

1984.

| adi es and gentlenmen - to

the Hon. Secretary (cheques payable to ‘ The I nternational Guild of Knot

Tyers’).
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Book Reviews

This issue considers three expensive books, which are all value for
money i f you desire the informati on they contain. Avid accumul at ors of
knotting and ropework lore will covet them anyway.

‘LI FTI NG TACKLE MANUAL', conpiled by D. E. Dickie, P.Eng., pub. by
Butterworth & Co. Ltd. (1981)(orig. 1975, Ontario)Price: £19(plus a
thunpi ng great £6 extra for p. & p.)

This is a professional’s handbook telling all you need to know
about wire rope, fibre rope, chain and slings. It’s handsonely bound,
clearly printed, fully illustrated and al so has over 70 tabl es of useful
data. O her chapters cover the reeving of bl ocks, operating procedures
and precautions , and equi pnent such as druns , sheaves , hooks , rings,
links, swivels, shackl es, eye-bolts, turnbuckles, bl ocks, spreaders and
equal i ser beans. If too pricey for your pocket, persuade your
organi sation to buy it for a group

(A conpani on vol unme ‘ Crane Handbook’ deal s with; nobile and t ower
cranes and is outside our i medi ate sphere of interest)

‘CHI NESE KNOTTI NG , by Lydia Chen, pub. by Echo Publishing Co. Ltd.
(1982)(orig. 1981, China)
Price: £I5.95p.

Aut hentical ly researched traditional Chinese decorative knotting
beautifully illustrated, this is a gorgeous book which nen and wonen
craftworkers alike will love. Al those tricky interlacings resenbling
dragons and butterflies are depicted clearly, stage by stage, so that
anyone can learn to tie them Early chapters feature the inplenents,
mat eri al s and tyi ng techni ques needed to get started. Basic knots | ead
to conpound knots. Finally, anbitious creative applications are
suggest ed. The best new book for begi nner and expert alike for many
years in nmy view.

' GLOSSARY of United Kingdom Fishing Gear Terns', by Bridger, Foster
Margetts and Strange, pub. by Fishing News Books Ltd. (1981)
Price: £15

This is a wholly esoteric work of |imted appeal, unless you are
engrossed in the fishing industry or, alternatively, fascinated by the
l'iving English | anguage. Over 1,500 terns used for bits of fishing gear
which are imersed in water are defined: and, what’'s nore, we are al so
told what different nanes they're called in Hull, Fleetwood, Ginshy,
Devon, Cornwal |, S.E. England and various parts of Scotland. Belli es,
bosons and bottons, boonerangs and Dan Lenos, gables, gatlings and
goosefoots, roofs, shoes, wi ngs and winkies, will never be the sane.
From‘amel’ to ‘yook’, these odd terns are |isted and expl ai ned.

(Fi shing News Books Ltd. specializes in books on a w de range of
subj ects connected with worl dwi de comrercial fishing and a detail ed
catal ogue is available free fromLong Garden Wal k, Farnham Surr ey,
Engl and)
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INever Lost a Bottle by Eric Franklin 2 7
New Bend, A? by Ettrick Thomson 5 15
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Sheila s Star Mat by Des Pawson 2 18
[[Spiral Plaits by Harry Asher 3 6 '
[ U K. Nylon Rope Beats World Record 4 8 |
[ What ever happened to page 14? 5 7 |

What is it? Heart Burial Stone 1 16 |

Why not a | ogical knot board (Eric Franklin) 5 8

WIl knots die? Hon Secretary 2 20
[WorTd s Fair Knot, The 4 15

-- - 00 - - -
“Observe,” | said. | then took the two dangling cords and began

to tie what must have seenmed to her an incredible knot. “Actually,” |
informed her as | continued to weave the cords together in an ever

| arger and nore conpl ex fashion, “thisis only a fifty-seven turn knot.
It is, however, ny own invention, though | never thought 1'd need it.
This trick was taught to me by Andreas of Tor, years ago, of the Caste
of Singers, for doors inthe city of Tor are cormonly of this variety.
H s own knot was a sixty-two turn knot, his father’s was seventy-one;
one of his brothers used a hundred-and-four turn knot which, as
recall, Andreas thought a bit pretentious.”

“I't is always the sane knot though,” said Elizabeth.

“Yes,” | said, “each man has his own knot, as distinctive as a
signature, and each knot is his own secret.”

Thus Tarl Cabot introduces his lover Elizabeth to the idea of
‘conpl ex signature knots’ in John Norman's medi eval science fiction
novel ‘THE ASSASSIN OF GOR', published by the Paperback Division of
WH. Allen & Co. Ltd. (1973).

This is one novel which every keen knots man and woman wi || want
to buy.

The text lingers beautifully on the fanciful knots of M.
Norman's feudal creation...the basket hitch, used to fasten baskets to
tarn saddl es; the Karian anchor knot; the Pin Hitch; the Buil ders Bend;
and the knot which Warriors learn to tie in less than three | hns. W
are told how Tan carefully splits Boskhi de | eat her sandal thongs to
make cords for knotting.

The pl ot actually depends upon a knot for its outcone. For
El i zabet h masters her own signature knot. \Wen she is cruelly snatched
and put into bondage, Tarl’s only chance to spot where she is hel d cones
when he is confronted by a knot he thinks he knows.

“l touched it, and, trenmbling, scarcely breathing, carefully
began to untie the knot, counting each bend and turn, each delicate
twi st and motion of the cords. | had untied only a bit of the knot when
| leaped to nmy feet with a cry and turned, running as though denented,
crying out, down the corridors once nore to the court of the Ubar.”

H ghly recomended. ..wel|l done, M. Norman!
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