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Editorial

As a sports coach practised in conditioning swimers |I'moften
asked; “What should | do to get fit?" My reply is always; “Fit for
what ?” Fitness, understand, is specific. The world’ s strongest man may
get out of breath walking uphill; while the fell-walker is unable to
lift the strongman’s barbell

Simlarly, out in the real world, another sort of fitness -
fitness for life (being useful) - is also often only relevant to the
task in hand. Policenen are suited for scenes of crine. Doctors are
i ndi spensabl e during nedical crises. The golf pro., the car mechanic
and the midwife, all have a limted anbit.

There i s, however, a general sort of fitness with which - it seens
to me - everyone should be equipped if they are not to be a liability,
skills so basic they should be part of everybody’'s education.. .1st.

Aid, map readi ng, fundanmental anatony & physiol ogy, changi ng an
el ectric plug and KNOT- TYI NG.

Isn't it illogical when people buy expensive gadgets to achieve
what a length of cord and the right knot would do as well? The | at est
| udi crous device (glinpsedinasmrt West End chandl ery) is a “knotl ess
hol dfast”. Its a hank of dearly packaged Iine fitted with a plastic
wi dget (like a tent guyline runner) around which the |ine nmust be
hitched to make it fast. Knotless - ny elbow Wtless -certainly!!

We' re surrounded by sophisticated yet hel pl ess souls in need of
our sinple knowhow. One of the guild s goals nust surely becone to
transformtheir lives by giving thema knot or two. If each one of your
acquai nt ances mastered just one knot, our world would be subtly
altered. If you chose to teach that one knot (and NO ot her), what woul d
it be? Answers to your editor, please, and a list of your choices wll
be publi shed.

Quotation

‘...it would be interesting to neet such a passionate admrer
of fine ropework that he would steal froma Cathedral.”

(Capt. Paul P.O Harrison - at sea, February, 1963 - upon the fact that
one of his presentation bellropes had di sappeared from Rochester

Cat hedral , Kent)



Answers

to Eric Franklin's PAGE OF KNOTS
‘K.M’' issue No. 7, page 2.

A - Artillery Loop N - Noose

B - Blackwall Hitch O - Overhand Knot
C - Cat's Paw P - Prusik Knot

D - Di anond Knot Q- Qipu

E - Eye Splice R - Rolling Hitch
F - Fisherman’s Bend S - Surgeon’s Knot
G - Granny Knot T - Thi ef Knot

H - Honda Knot V - Victory Knot

I - Inside Clinch W - Water Bow ine
J - Jury Mast Knot X - X Seizing

K- Killick Hitch Y - Yardar m Knot
L - Lark’s Head Z - Zigzag Knot

M - Magnus Hitch

Linked Overhand Knots - Part |1

and SOMVE RELATED KNOTS
by HARRY ASHER
with illustrations nostly by El eanor Draper

| NTRODUCTI ON Part | of this article which appeared in ‘K. M issue
No. 3 described a | aborious nmethod of working through all the possible
ways of |inking two overhand knots by nmeans of two tucks.

However, since then | have hit on what | think is a far better
systemwhi ch i s based on the principle that a bend which is symetri cal
is far more likely to be a good one than one which is not. | |earned
this great truth and nuch el se about synmmetry fromny friends Desnond
Mandevill e and Ettrick Thonmson to whom| ami ndebt ed deeply. The met hod
to be described sets out to produce synmetrical bends only.

Rl GHT- HANDED and LEFT- HANDED LOOPS Thi s distinction is of fundanental
i mportance to what is to follow. The I oops of fig. la and fig. 1b are
both right-handed. One can think of fig. la as screwing down into the
paper as you wi nd cl ockwi se, and of 1b as unscrew ng ~ out of the paper
as you unwi nd anticlockw se. If you fix the loop with a spot of glue
it will always remain right-handed no matter if you turn it over, hang
it onthe wall, or place it where you will. It is only for description
(see below) that we nust keep it flat on the table. Fig's 2a and 2b
show two | eft-handed | oops.

CONVENTI ONS Every bend to be described starts life as two | oops,
one dark and one light. The | oops may be either of the sanme ‘ handedness’
(sane sense) or of opposite sense. W agree to nake the dark | oop al ways
ri ght-handed (R), then the light |oop may be either right-handed (R)

or left-handed (L). Thus all bends are either RR or RL.
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fig.1a 1b fig.2a .2b




We assune that at the start both |oops lie flat on a horizontal
surface; therefore up nmeans up out of the paper, and down neans down
into the paper. Terms |ike ‘above’ , ‘below, ‘uppernost’, *‘beneath’
conformto this scheme. North, South, East and West are as on a map.

Finally, we always start thus: the standing part or | ead of the
dark cord always runs Eastward into the [oop fromthe West, and the
running part or end finishes by pointing North. The | ead of the |ight
cord runs Westward into the loop fromthe East, but, as we shall see
| ater, sometines the end points North, sometinmes South. Fig. 3 shows
the case when both | oops are right-handed.

We now cone to describe the bends, sonme new, sone old, which my
be grouped into several categories according to the way the | oops are
placed at the start. This initial placenment of the loops is given in
t he headings 1, 2, 3, etc., below

1. Li ght Above Dark, Ends Opposed, RH, Fig. 4a

The light loop is placed above the dark |oop with the |Iight end
uppernost. The ends are then said to be opposed because the dark end
is at the bottomand the light end is at the top of the pile.

Bend - Take the |ight end down outside the | oops, then up the centre.
Take the dark end up outside the | oops, then down the centre. Avoid
crossing dark and I'i ght ends. The knot is rather |ike the Rigger’s Bend,
and is shown in Fig. 4b. In the code of Part | it is RAS USUR

2. Li ght Above Dark, Ends Opposed, RL

The starting position is as above except that the light loop is left-
handed. The dark end points North, the Iight end South. | hope this is
clear without a Figure.

Bend 1 - The procedure is as for the previous bend, but we can put it
nore shortly, thus: Light end up centre, dark end down centre; do not
cross. A beauty! Mandeville and Rosendahl’s P. Knot, Poor Man's Pride,
or Zeppelin Knot. In the previous code it is LAS DS UR

Bends 2 and 3 - see additon at end of article.

3. M ddl es RR, Fig. ba

The light |oop is placed beneath the dark loop with its end above
its own lead. The ends lie at the same | evel between the two | oops,
hence the term ‘M ddl es’.

Bend - Cross the ends East to West, the |ight end passing beneath the
dark end. Take the light end up, then down the centres; take the dark
end down, then up the centres. Pull up carefully, bringing each end
back to lie beside its own lead. An interesting bend (Fig. 5b), not
consi sting of |inked overhands. A wel come change.







4. Mddles RL

The light end | ies above its own | ead; the dark end points North,
the |ight end South. Take the |ight end down, North, and up outside the
| oops, then down the common centre. Take the dark end up, South, and
down outside the | oops, then up the common centre. Do not cross. An
easily broken bend which | call, Bend 88.

Al ternatively, you can tie a ‘Mddles RR version of the sane
bend.

5. Up and Opposed RR (Fig. 6a)

By ‘Up and Opposed’ we nean that the |ight cord comes up through
the centre of the dark |oop, and the ends are opposed because one is
at the bottomand the other is at the top of the pile.

Bend 1 - Li ght up centre; dark down centre; don’t cross. Rigger’s
Bend. In the previous code, RAS UC UR

Bend 2 - Li ght up centre, dark down centre, cross dark over light.
However, note that this can be done in two ways. The way i ntended here
is that the dark cord shoul d be runni ng roughly Sout h- East and the |ight
cord roughly South-West at the crossing. The bend obtained is the
Twof ol d Overhand Bend (Ashley 1426, RAS UC UC)

Many excel |l ent bends can be obtained fromthe other method of
crossing, whichis with the dark cord runni ng roughly East and the |ight
cord roughly North at the crossing, though they will not be given in
this article.

Bend 3 - Cross dark over |ight East and West, then take dark end up
and |ight end down the commopn centre. This bend does not consist of
i nked overhands; it is handsome but inclined to jam (Fig. 6b).

Bend 4 (Fig. 7) - Cross dark over |ight East and West,; reduce the
overlap of the |oops by pulling themsideways. Then take the dark end
down outside and then up through the |ight |oop; take the |ight end up
outsi de, then down the dark | oop. You get a square bend with ends
energi ng from di agonal | y opposite corners.

Bend 5 (Fig. 8) - This bend was originally obtained starting fromthe
‘Up and Opposed’ position, but it is best tied by following Fig. 8.

6. Up and Opposed RL

There are no entries under this headi ng because after nuch
t hought | have decided that for reasons related to symmetry the bends
here nust be essentially the same as those given | ater under ‘ Down and
Opposed RL’



7. Up and Sane RR (Fig. 9a)

The light cord cones up through the dark | oop, and both ends are
at the sane level, i.e. at the bottomof the pile.

Bend 1 (Fig. 9b) - Both ends down centre. There is no need to say “don’t
cross” because you will find you can’t. Neat and beautiful, all that a
bend should be. In fact it is Ashley 1452, one of nmany bends he hit on
wi t hout apparently using any systemn

Bend 2 - Take light end North, then down into dark | oop only; take dark

end South, then down into Iight loop only. Result: a formof Carrick
Bend (Ashley 1428) which he says is |ess secure than the normal form

8. Up and Sane RL (Fig. 10)

The |ight end conmes up through the dark | oop, and both ends are
at the sane |evel

Bend - Both ends down centre. Result: a bend ‘where the ends energe
together. It has the same structure as the Linesman’s Loop (Ashley
1053), which Geoffrey gives in THE KNOT BOOK as the Al pine Butterfly
Knot (his Fig. 67).

9. Down and Opposed RR (Fig. 11)

Bend 1 (Fig. 12) - Light end down outside, then up centre; dark end up
out si de, then down centre running South over light cord running West.
This bend is the sanme as the |ast bend of Part |, which was descri bed
as “best of the bunch”, and the code given was RAB DR UC. However, in
this case the code is ambi guous, and has caused confusion, so | hope
this new description will clear things up. Desnond Mandeville has
kindly christened this bend ' Shake Hands’. Thank you Desnond.

Bend 2 - East-West crossing dark over light. Light end up outside and
down dark loop only. Dark end down outside, then up light |oop only.
Let the ends cone together as you pull up carefully into a nmore or | ess
square flat knot.

10. Down and Opposed RL (Fig. 13)

Bend 1 - Light up centre; dark down centre; do not cross. Easily broken
resembl es the Zeppelin Knot. Sent to me by Ettrick Thonson in notes he
wrote several years ago.

Bend 2 - Light end down, then North, and up into dark |oop only. Dark
end up, then South, and down into |ight |oop only. Easily broken

You can use either of these two bends for tethering your spare zeppelin

11. Down and Sane RR (Fig. 14)

Bend 1 ‘Both ends down centre gives a bend with ends enmergi ng together
(Fig. 15). Same as RAS DC DR, or Ashley 1408




Bend 2 - Light cord NNWover dark |oop, then West under dark end and
down into Western corner of dark | oop. Take dark end East, and down
into light loop only. Aflat nore or |ess square knot, al nost
decorati ve.

Bend 3 - Light end North, and down through dark |oop only; dark end
Sout h, and down into light loop only. Easily broken; somewhat |ike a
Carrick so | call it a Corrick. My name, but not ny knot; it is Ashley
1451, very neat and effective, and perhaps not as widely known as it
shoul d be.

Bend 4 - Take the light end up, then NNW and up through dark | oop only;
t ake dark end up, SSE, and up through the light loop only. Result: none
ot her than our old friend the CARRI CK BEND

12. Down and Sane RL

Bends under this heading will be essentially the sane as those
gi ven under “8. Up and Same RL”.

Furt her Devel opnents

For any of the *Opposed’ starting points, bends not described
here can be obtained by the alternative nethod of crossing nentioned
at “5. Up and Opposed RR, Bend 2".

Two ot her |ines have opened up since this article was first
witten, but for the present at any rate | amsure you will join ne in
sayi ng “ENOUGH | S ENOUGH’

| am deeply grateful to Geoffrey Budworth for his stamina in
cheerfully standing up to a prolonged del uge of confused letters from
me, and for giving nme nmuch hel p and encouragenent.

Addition (to item 2. Light Above Dark, Ends Opposed, RL)

Bends 2 & 3 - There are two ways in which the ends may be crossed at
the | ast tuck. One yields a bend very like the P. Knot, and the other
is easily broken al so.

KO Cartoon




Incident on a Train by andy Kenneoy

“Excuse ne,” said the man sitting opposite nme in the train

“That’ s not one of those ‘not..." books, is it?”

“No,” | said. “I’mreading ‘The Jewel in..... '

“No, no, not that one,” said the man. “1 nmean the one in the
plastic carrier-bag on your lap. | can’t see all the title because the
plastic is winkled. |I can just see the word ‘not’ and | like to get
all the ‘not...’ books but | don’t recognise that one. Is it a new one
out ?”

“Ch yes. No,” | said. “This is a proper knot book, not the kind
you nean. ‘Not the Nine o° C ock News’ kind of thing. I knew what you

mean. No, this is a book about knots, by Percy Budworth.”
“Is that Percy Budworth the gardeni ng chap?”

“No, that’s Percy Thrower the gardening chap. Oh, | nmean Geoffrey
Budworth, sorry. | should have said Ceoffrey not Percy.”

The man opposite nme | eaned back, trying to recover | suppose, and
then after a while he said; “And has that book got all the knots in it?”

“COh no, not all of them” | said. “You' d need a big book |ike the
Ashl ey Book of Knots to have themall in. This only shows a few of the
nost useful ones.”

“Have you got the Hadl ey Book of Knots?” said the man.

“No, | haven’t heard of that one,” | said.

“But you just said

“Ashley, | said,” | said. “Not Hadley.”

The man opposite thought for a bit. “Well, | don’t think | need
an encyclopedia. | only do the one in ny tie and the good ol d sheepshank

in my shoe-|aces.”

“You nean t he reef-knot in your shoe-laces,” | said, and | | ooked
down at his shoes, but he had slip-ons on

“No, | mean sheepshank. It’s the only one I’ve ever used for 50
years. | know what it’s called, I’ve been tying it for 50 years.”

“Well,” 1 said. “I really don’t see howyou could tie a sheepsbank
in shoe-laces. Look, I'll show you a sheepshank in this book.”

“No, no, | wouldn’t understand those drawi ngs. If you have a
pi ece of string, or it would be easier to show you on a shoe. |’ve only

got slip-ons, but if..

“Here, 1'll show you on mine,” | said, bent down and unslipped
the bows on ny right shoe, |leaving the plain reef, and put nmy foot up
on the seat beside him He bent down to peer closely at the knot,



“Tickets please,” said the Inspector as he cane into the
carriage. “And would you mind, Sir, not putting your feet up on the
seat.” But he wasn’t | ooking at ne as he said it. He seened nore
interested in the man opposite, who had his nose about an inch fromnmny
shoe.

Things weren’t the same after that. There wasn’t that air of
friendly disagreenent; we were nore |ike shanefaced acconplices, and
not much nmore was said before we parted at the station. But | stil
can’t believe he really tied sheepshanks in his shoe-laces. | hope he
buys Geoffrey’s book

Release Hitches
devi sed by Rob Chisnall in Ontario, Canada

O all the prusik-type knots in existence, not one can be
rel eased while jammed or fully | oaded. These ‘slide-and-grip’ knots
nmust have their individual turns nanipulated with the weight off the
knot. Both hands may be needed. Clinbers can beconme hung-up...and death
has resul ted.

Rel ease hitches, properly used, could overcone these
shortcom ngs and reduce the chance of accidents considerably. | nust
stress that these hitches are NOT yet accepted clinbers’ knots; but
their careful use is urged so that their true character nay be assessed.

The 7 rel ease hitch knots illustrated | devised and tested. Al
work to varying degrees of security but No. 3 is about the best for
sinmplicity and efficiency.

Rel ease hitches have two ends, a | oad end and a rel ease end. The
| oad end of the knot runs fromthe set of turns w apped around the
descent line, and any |oading of this end naturally causes the knot to
grip the line. The release end runs parallel to the descent |ine and
i s contai ned by each wap of the knot. Once jammed, the knot is rel eased
by a sharp tug on the rel ease end. The uppernpst wrap i s caused to slip,
and it in turn causes the one below to slide. This action spreads
through the entire coil and then the knot slides.

In 50 trials No. 3 gripped and rel eased when it was supposed to;
and | find it works best with 7mmcord on an 11mm descent line with 5
or 6 wraps.

- illustrations overleaf -
(Rob Chisnall recently conpleted the task of conpiling the Ontari o Rock

Clinbing Association’s software manual and publication is keenly
awaited - G B.)
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New Menmbers (1-4-84 to 31-5-84)

BOWLES J. 3, Dyke Hall Place, Sheffield s6 4ET,

CANHAM Morri s The O d Post House, Od Mnster Lovell,
nr. Wtney, Oxon 0X8 5RN;

DAWSON Robert J. MacG  Corpus Christi College, Canbridge;

DENYER, Howard 23, Cakfields, Guildford, Surrey GU3 3AS;

DYSON p. 17, Gosfield Road, High Garrett,
Brai ntree, Essex CWM/ 5NZ;

EDWARDS J. P. 9, Jubilee Terrace, Southsea, Hants. P05 3AS;

GAVALAS, Rossetos A P.O. Box 248, 8 Kitious Kyprianou Str.,
Li massol, Cyprus;

G LH JLY, Brian 8, Gai nsborough Gardens, London NWB 1BJ;

JOHNS, Sinmon H. 26, Victoria Street (top left flat),
Dundee, Scotl and DD4 6EB;

MARSON, | an 52, Mount joy Road, Huddersfield,
West Yorks. HD1 5QQ

M CK, Brooks A. 1450, Fostoria Road, Findl ey,
Chi o 45840, U. S. A

MURPHY, Denis R 15, Haddi ngt on Road, Stoke, Plynouth,
Devon PL2 1RR;

NELSON, Janet P. Orchard Gap, Sham ey Green, Guildford,
Surrey & J5 OUB;

RI DI NGS, Terry 4148, West 12th. Avenue, Vancouver B.C. ,
Canada V6R 2P6;

RYAN, Eugene ‘Kil credane’, Frances Street, Kilrush,
Co. Clare, lreland;

SANDERS, Kat heri ne 30, Briery Road, Hal esowen,
West M dl ands B63 1AT;

SCHNUR, Marjorie 44, PilgrimLane, Naugatuck, CT 06770, U.S. A

SMTH, C.S. 16, Magnolia Cl ose, Chel nsford, Essex.

Fl’ank HarI’IS i s now our Hon. Menbership Secretary and all enquiries
about and applications to join the Guild should be addressed to hi mat
14 Games House, Springfield Gove, Charlton, London S.E.7 7TN (tel: 01-
858 6728), England. Leaflets, etc., will be amended in due course.

|V|I’S IVy Blandford has ki ndly undertaken to manage the Guild s shop
(her title yet to be considered) so that all orders and enquiries
concerning Guild ties, brooch/badges, work charts, etc., may now be
sent to her alone at Quinton House, Newbol d-on-Stour, Stratford-on-
Avon, Warwi ckshire CVJ7 8UA (tel: 078 987 257), Engl and.
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Profile of knotsman ceoFFReY BUDWORTH,

by Cy Canute

Qur editor is unlikely to wite his own profile, so |I’d better
do it.

He’'s 47 and left the Metropolitan Police with the rank of
I nspector after 25 year. He was a young P.C. in Soho and worked in the
West End’ s vice squad (earning a Comm ssioner’s conmendation). Ten
years were spent afloat on the Thames tideway in London’s river police
and al so as a frogman. Then followed 7 years instructing crimnal |aw
and soci al studies at Hendon Training School, interrupted when he
attended the National Police College at Branshill as a young | nspector
where his specialist studi es were psychol ogy and public relations. Hi s
final 4 years were at one of the Met’s busiest South London operationa
police stations in the El ephant & Castle area.

Qut of work 3 years ago, this mddl e-aged man took a job as a
swi mm ng pool |ifeguard; and |ast year becane a pool manager and a
qualified nenber of the Institute of Bath & Recreati on Managers
(passing out top student!). It was during that same stressful period
t hat Geoff teamed up with Des Pawson to found this Guild and he produced
the first 6 newsletters.

He grew up on the South coast at Bournenouth preoccupied wth
swi mm ng and boating, and drove “trips-around-the-harbour” notor boats
before going to London as a 16 year old Police Cadet.

Nati onal Service as a radio operator in the Royal Corps of
Signals made himfluent with Morse Code and he survived when an Arny
vehicle in which he was speeding along a Wst Gernman aut obahn rolled
down an enbankment and caught ablaze fromend to end.

Knotting was triggered in himwhen he was 12 by the sight of a
bellrope in his Sea Scouts troop hut. He sent to The Scout Shop
(Bucki ngham Pal ace Road - renmenber?) for Chas. L. Spencer’s “Knots,
Splices & Fancywork” which was his sole tutor until, patrolling a
Mayf air beat aged 20, he discovered a second-hand ‘ Ashley’ in a smart
anti quari an bookseller’s wi ndow. The other great influence upon his
knot-tyi ng canme through his friendship with JimNicoll (see *Knotting
Matters’, issue No. 2). GCeoff believes that his own origina
contribution to knotting may yet prove to be concerning the forensic
i nvestigation of knots preserved from scenes of crinme and he
corresponds with | aw enforcenent agencies worl dwi de on this topic.

The man is married to Barbara, a swi mm ng teacher, and they have
two daughters. He is, hinself, an acconpli shed di stance sw nmer of open
wat er | akes and sea who (when 40) was still conpleting 14 nmiles front
crawl each week in 50-odd deg’s F...Brrr!! Wen younger he tw ce
conpl eted the arduous Devi zes-to-Westm nster (125 m|es) canoe race,
and has returned to canoei ng hopi ng to enbark upon sea expeditions. He
has a rare col l ection of anti que toy spinning tops, yo-yos and di abol os.
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NeW(?) Knot froml.G K T. nenber
Dr. Brooks A. Mck, MD.,
910, North Main Street, Findlay,
Ohi o 45840, U.S. A

(phone 422-8561)

anNe
\_/

g .

)

Over the years | have invented three knots, two of which
unfortunately, were previously invented by others. A diligent search
of knot-tying literature of which | amaware has failed to result in
t he discovery of a prior exanple of ny nost recent invention, a type
of slipping |oop knot, which is readily tied, tightens easily, sem -
| ocks in position when tightened, and yet is easily rel eased even after
it has been under considerable strain. The only snag is a slight
bul ki ness conmpared to other slip knots, especially when tied in |arger
line, but this has not proved to be a problem

The knot is especially useful when quickly fastening to a rod-
like or cylindrical object or pole. It does not require nmultiple turns,
as sone of the other knots do, and yet does not tend to slip
[ ongtitudinally along the cylinder

The inportant part resulting in the sem -locking ability and the
easy-untie features is the |l ever effect across the final tuck. This
“aut o- pi nching” also allows easy untying by sliding the two turns
apart.

Per haps nenbers coul d advi se ne whet her any such knot has ever
been previously described.

Brooks. A. M ck.
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MA C‘RAME'

Proprietor: Mrs. Glad Findlay
(I.G.K.T. Member)

7a Madrid Road
Guildford Surrey
GU2 5NU
Tel:Guildford 571799

stocks well-made original macramé creations,
.ideal gifts for any home.
there's something

'MACRAME PLUS'
both decorative and practical..
Kitchen or bathroom, bedroom or nursery,
you'll like. Or buy Glad's patterns and make them yourself.

All your macrame needs supplied; beads, rings (some plastic
coated), rods, ceramics; also I.G.K.T. work charts and some

books.

Foo ﬂ%@i’f KNOTS

Des & Liz Pawson

it 5971?” hsmmﬂaﬁogé 811
wichh, JuffolR T
P 55 Nel®

Knotting Books, Tools Matesials ()
SAE, for §uﬂ list

EXAMPLES ©
Hard (aid §—(ax.8<, cottondine - koom cord
Well WustFated books Lrom Denmark,
Raj Lund’s Tovvarky Runst’ (RopeArt) £8:50
‘“Mitter & Rosetter’ (Mats&k Rosettes) £7-50

12" Hardwood Fids £325 - Serving Mallets£7& £8
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Obituary

JAMES NICOLL was not a Guild nmenmber - it Came too late for his
active involvenent - but he was a knotting craftsman, inventive
and unsurpassed. Sonme speci nens of his work exist in the Thanes
Pol i ce Museum at Wappi ng; and, but for his know edge generously
shared in earlier years, it is highly unlikely that the Guild
woul d have been created at all. He died, aged 81, on Tuesday,
8th. May, 1984, after a short illness bravely borne and is sadly
m ssed by those he befriended.

Letters
Dear GCeoffrey,

Thank you very nmuch for the seventh excellent issue of “Knotting
Matters”. It arrived on board yesterday and has been getting a good
coat of | ooking-over ever since.

I think that the|“unknomm" knot on page 4 13 called a “Panama
Bowl i ne” and is used by the boatnmen 1n the Panama Canal to bend their
heaving lines to the shore noboring wires in the |ocks there. This is
what | was told by the man who showed it to nme but it is so |ong since
I was last in that part of the world that |I don’t know whether they do
or not, although it is certainly quick enough to tie and secure enough
for the job.

To tie the knot, a marline spike hitch should be nmade about a
yard fromthe end of the line and the end passed through the bight in
the hitch where the spi ke would go, after having been passed through
the eye of the wire, etc. Wen it is pulled up the knot will tip over
and change fromthe formshown in fig. 2 to that in fig. 3

There may be another name for this knot and if so | would Iike
to know what it is.

S\
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It is worth noting that when this knot is tied in stiff newline
it my not tip over, but remain as a marline spike hitch with the end
stuck through it; it would al nost always be tied in softer well-used
l'ine.

Yours sincerely,
Mv. “Doris 1”

I an MARSON London/ Har | i ngen
25 May 1984
(Nowit can be told...l was given a photocopy of this knot by a Pari sian

who was nmarried to a Russian; and he called it a ‘Mngolian Knot
because that’s where in the U S.S. R the copied publication originated
- GB)

Dear M. Budworth,

My interest in knots started when | was serving ny tine as an
apprentice marine engineer. | learnt sone knots then for the purpose
of slinging bits of machinery. | also used to watch the riggers splicing
and nmaki ng Turks heads, and sonetines during the lunch hour used to
practi se these on spare bits of rope and from menory.

Unfortunately, having been ashore about 30 years on the admn.
side, the only knots | have had to tie are with my shoel aces, and so
woul d I'i ke to renew nmy acquai ntance with knots and anything el se to do
wi th ropework.

..... Al'l success to the Guild.

Yours sincerely,

Li ver poo
W O. WLLI AVS 4t h. Novenber, 1983
Dear Des,
Re. *Knotting Matters’...in Issue No. 5, page 16, an L.F. Gsborne

sent in a “No-name Knot” said to be a quick-rel ease knot for tying down

aircraft, circa WNI. He m ght have beentold a bit of “fol k etynol ogy”,
since it’s difficult to apply tension with this knot, so aircraft
tetherers are nore likely to use some formof trucker’s hitch. | |earned
this knot (the “No-nanme”) as the ‘Cavalry Hitch’ for tethering horses,
t he non-wi nged kind, and the knot works very well for that application
since it is quickly made and nore resistant than nost quick-rel eased
knots to spilling fromrepeated jerks. It’s also good for tying up
di nghys. Note: like M. Gsborne, | learned this knot in Washi ngton
State; could it be that sone nysterious stranger is on the | oose there,
maki ng up sem -credi ble stories and | aughing at knotters’ eager
gullibility?

So | ong,

Brion TOSS 7/ 3/ 84

Dear GCeof,

I’mat sea at the monment witing this under the Iight of the chart
tabl e |ight swi nging round the anchor off the North coast of Scotland
in pretty | ousy weather - Mght one day |let you have a description of
t he so-call ed seamanship up here - but there’s not a | ot of knots used
in ajob done mainly with a cold chisel
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41 b hammer & crowbar; and in fact other than shoel aces the only knots
that ~ seen lately are the bowine and the clove hitch~L In fact,
cl apped a Matthew Wal ker in a rope the other day and | think the crew
were about to have ne burnt at the stake for a witch!!

Yours knot ably,

M ke EATON
Pl ynmout h
Devon
March, 84
QUOtatlon “We tore the tarry rope to shreds Wth bl unt

and bl eeding nails;”
(* The Ball ad of Reading Gaol’ by Gscar.W I de)

Oddments

Mat | ock’ s ‘ Hei ghts of Abraham in the Derbyshire Dales are the
site for Britain's first true cable-car. Limted space conpelled the
chi ef engi neer for Grenobl e-based firmPornagal ski to splice the nyl on-
cored 22-strand cable in a U-shape as it ran through the base station.
This splice extended over 11.0 netres. The max. working load will be
15t al though the breaking load is cal culated at 120t.

Chat ham s Royal Naval Dockyard, idle for a year since the Navy
wi t hdrew, is producing henp rope again. A comrercial firmis using the
150-year-ol d ropenmaki ng machi nery together with nodern equi prent and
materials... and visitors can watch. 11 mllion of governnment nobney
will go to renovate the |isted Georgian buildings, creating a “living
museuni of sail maki ng, flagmaking, etc. The 1/2km |l ong ropery itself
gets 2.5 nmllion. The enterprise will be run by the Chatham Hi storic
Dockyard Trust whose fulltinme Chairman is Lt. Gen. Sir Steuart Pringle.

THE ROPE SHOP stocks — /) The ROpe Shop

a vast range of

natural and 26HighStreet

synthetic cords and Emsworth

ropes, of all sizes HantsP0O1l0 7AW

and colours; and Telephone-Emsworth 2642
also supplies

knotting books.

Proprietors: John & Veronica HOLLISS
(I.G.K.T. members)

If you can visit the shop you will find cordage of every
description, as well as a miscellany of beads and rings, tools
and all those other things beloved by knotting enthusiasts There
are also knotted items for sale. Prices are reasonable, so - if
you're in the area - do come and see us. We cater for everyone,
from the local fishermen to London-based craftswomen!

Alternatively, send a large s.a.e. for our latest mail order
Price and Book Lists. The Book List includes over 100 titles of
macramé books, booklets and pamphlets; as well as -a number of
good knot books. The Price List too is mainly intended for those
doing macramé. As Lt is NOT possible to send out samples of all
available-cords, knotters attempting more complicated work should
write explaining their requirements as fully as they can
(including a sample of cord if possible) and we will do our best
to find the right thing.
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Knot Gardens fromdata supplied by |.G K T.
menber Bill MARSHALL

Gui | d menber Tom MEDDI NGS creat ed The G ant Knot Garden in South London
at Rot herhithe beside the River Thames. It is not really a garden but
a public open space. His inspiration came in part - | understand - from
Sir Mchael Tippett's opera The Knot Garden and the conposer’s
inspiration seens to have been a | abyrinthine plot.

For knot gardens were grand square or rectangul ar geonetric
designs li ke conplicated knots. Influenced by the Italian Renai ssance,
the knots were outlined in mniature hedges using | ow growi ng plants
or perhaps brick, tile or wooden boards. The |ines appeared to weave
over and under each other. The design was in-filled with flowers or
coloured earths. This Tudor or early 17th. century horticultura
fashion |lasted 100 years, proving popular with yeoman farnmers,
prosperous weavers and royalty. Henry VIII had one created at Nonesuch
Pal ace, Surrey.

Spring nust have been the knot garden’s nobst col ourful seasons
Gervase Markham wote “...it shall appear |ike a knot nmade of divers
col oured ri bbons, nost pl easing and nost rare.” By the | ate Summer nost
of the flowers had finished. Hunbl er souls could make little knots from
clipped | avendar or sone other easily grown herb. Knot gardens were
superseded by topiary and other devices.

No original Tudor knot gardens now exist but at Hatfield House
t he Marchi oness of Salisbury has designed and | ai d out a nost del i ghtful
reproduction one in the courtyard of the A d Palace. A smaller knot
garden at Cranborne Manor, Dorset, gives an idea of what could be
achi eved in your own garden. St. Mary’s Church, Lanbeth, nowrun by the
Tradescant Trust as a nuseumof garden history, has the start of a small
knot garden.

Designs - some authentic - appear in a reproduction of ‘The
County Housewi fe’'s Garden’, pub. (1983) by Breslich & Foss, price
2.50p. Establishing a knot garden is a |l engthy process not to be lightly
undertaken; and at 15th. century Hel mi ngham Hall, Suffolk, an
i magi native schenme is taking nearly 1 1/2 years to reach the planting
stage. The problem also remains that the display is largely over by
July due to the lack of late-flowering plants...but the knot garden’s
qui et charm persists until Spring returns.

Jump Knots

The junping knot is a circular wire coil contained in a flat
envel ope. Renpve it and it junps out into a 3-D ornanental formof knot.

The puzzle is to collapse it and return it to the envel ope
(without forcing the wire).

Send for the set of 3 - Figure of Eight Knot (easy),

Mat hemati ci an’s Loop (noderate) and Chi nese Button Knot (hard) from
“VWHY KNOTS , Box 635, Autos, CA 95003, U. S A

19



Book Reviews

‘ THE BOOK OF ROPE AND KNOTS' by Bill Severn, pub. in New York (1960)
by David MKay (orig. ‘Rope Roundup’) Co. Inc. Price - $3.95

Bored wi th knot manual s? Then M. Severn’s book will delight you
It’s alnobst an historical, romantic novel with rope as the centra
character. There are tales about the old tinme ropenakers, bridges and
ti ghtrope wal kers, cowboys and nmmgicians, oil rigs and gliders and
M ssouri keel boats; and the text is given further appeal w th draw ngs
by Yuki o Tashiro. Some knot-tying is included but that isn't why you
will enjoy reading this book.

‘ NAUTI CAL TERMS UNDER SAIL - The Country Life Book of...’ pub. by
Country Life Books (1978) Price - £15. Q0p

An encycl opaedic illustrated guide to the | anguage of the great
sailing ships and the men aboard them this excellent work reveal s the
origins of much nodern Navy parlance. Hundreds of pages and thousands
of illustrations include nmany evocative ol d photographs and
reproductions of paintings. It's a browser’s banquet. There are
substantial sections on all aspects of knotting and cordage, nasts,
spars, sails and rigging, reeving and bousing, capstan, w ndlass and
cabl es, slinging and cargo stowage. Chapters and paragraphs are clearly
laid out with deci mal nunbering and there is a full, clear index.
found this book being “remai ndered” at half-price.

‘ THE CENTURY GUI DE TO KNOTS' by Mari o Bi gon and Gui do Regazzoni, pub
in GB. (1983) by Century Pub. Co. Ltd., translated fromthe Italian
Price - £4.95p.

The gamut of working knots - both utility and decorative - has
been photographed in bright colours. A hel pful touch is the inclusion
of the hands doing the tying in all the pictures. Wth nearly 250 pages
bet ween hard covers this seens to me good value and it is certainly
recommended for begi nner and inprover.

‘| NDI AN BASKETRY' by George Warton Janmes, pub. by Dover Publications
Inc. (New York), General Pub. Co. Ltd. (Ontario), and Constable & Co.
Ltd. (1972) in the UK Price - £1.75p

This i s anot her of those spl endi d Dover re-publications unaltered
and unabridged of an old book, in this instance originally published
in 1909. It traces the origin, devel opnent and fundanental principles
of I ndian basket design in the Southwestern United States and Pacific
Coast. Whether you read this book as an artist, designer and craftsman
or wonan, or as a historian, ethnologist or scholar, you can learn
somet hi ng about nmaki ng | ndi an baskets (which are now coll ectors
itens).
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Supplies

SUPPLI ES

The Guild is accumulating many itens to sell to nenbers and the
foll owi ng things can be obtained at neetings or by post fromthe Hon.
Assi stant Secretary (Supplies):

Ms. |lvy Blandford, Quinton House, Newbol d-on- Stour
Stratford-upon- Avon, Warwi ckshire, CV37 8UA (Tel. Al derninster 257)

Knot Charts

Details of the range of fifty charts then available was given in
‘Knotting Matters’ no. 6, Wnter 1984. All are still available. Six
nore charts have been added:

51 Mul tipl e bow i nes

52 Cabl e whi ppi ng

53 3-1ead, 4-bight Turks head

54 Bead puzzl e

55 Rosent hal Zeppelin knot

56 Hunt er bend

Charts cost | Op each, 6 for 50p, 12 for 1.00 or 56 for 4.70.

Pl ease add sonet hi ng for postage and packing: |16p for up to eight, 20p
for up to fifteen or 42p for fifty six. If you order after the next
expected increase in postage, please allow for that.

Bi nders are avail able, consisting of printed front and a back fl exible
card, with a slide-on plastic grip. One binder will just about take
forty charts. Price: 25p plus i6p postage.

Badges

We now have a round enanel nenbership badge, with the nane and the sane
knot enbl emas on the nagazi ne cover on a bl ue background. Price: 1.50.

We pay post age.

Ti es

We have obtained what may be the | ast stock of those attractive ties
with a pattern of’ white knots on a bl ue background. While stocks | ast
- price 3.50 plus |5p postage.

The profit marginis small, and what there is goes to the-Guild. If you
pay by cheque, please make it payable to The International Guild of
Knot Tyers.

Crumbs!

Baker Jack Maurer has clained a world record by plaiting 1,000 | oaves
in 1 hour 53 mnutes and 17 seconds at his shop in Prestwi ch,
Manchest er, Engl and.
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HUNTI NG ZEPPELI NS Percy W Bl andford

VWhen Dr. Edward Hunter produced his Hunter ‘Bend in 1978, it was
quite rightly acclainmed as a new knot. It is interesting to conpare it
wi th another knot | have unearthed, which does not seemto have made
t he knotting books. *

This is the Rosenthal Zeppelin Knot, which was the only knot
permtted to be used by American naval airmen for joining nmooring |ines
for rigid airships and blinps, until they went out of’ service in 1962.
Aut hority for the use of this knot cane fromAdniral Rosenthal, although
we do not know if he devised the knot. Wy did he not permt one of the
nor e usual j oi ni ng knots? The Zeppel in Knot can be rel eased after being
under load by pulling in opposite directions the bights that cone over
standi ng parts.

Hunter

If the two knots are conpared, at the stage before tightening,
both will be seen to be interlocking overhand knots, although the
met hods of linking are different. What are conparative strengths? Maybe
someone wi Il do sone tests, but | guess that in a test to breaking both
will not slip, but will fail where a standing part enters the knot -
as happens with many knots.

* POSTSCRI PT

The Zeppelin Knot is discussed in ' The Knot Book’
by Geof frey Budworth. Charl es Rosendahl is said to have
insisted that the U.S. airship ‘Los Angel es’ was noor ed
with this bend (back in the 1930s) when it was cl ai ned
superior to the Carrick Bend, Bow i ne and Sheet Bend.

Desmond Mandeville discovered it for hingself in 1961
and in his * Al phabend’ (lssue 4, page 2) i(t’s his ‘ Poor

Man™s Pride” (wth an acknow edgenment to Rosendahl).

A snag with Conmander R's
favourite bend seened to be that
we couldn’t tie it as slickly as
Hunter’s Bend (Phil D. Smith’s
Ri ggers’s Bend) until Ettrick
Thomson cane up with this very
neat solution (fig s (a), (b) and

(c)).
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ROPES AROUND L OUGHBOROUGH

That feeler put out by Penny Bodger about any expressions of
interest in a ropeworking visit in the Mdlands resulted in a party of
twel ve spending a very full day going around firns concerned with
ropework, all within a fewnles of Loughborough, Leics. Besides those
on the spot there were nmenbers from London, Wbking and Stratford-upon-
Avon. The weat her was good and we assenbled at 10 am which nmeant an
early start for sone.

The first visit was to Pritchards’ Ropeworks. They share preni ses
with the world-famus Taylor’s Bell Foundry, which is appropriate as
the work for which they are fanobus is naking bell ropes. W had a
conducted tour, which included watching a bell rope bei ng made and t he
red, white and blue wool sally being built in. This is the part which
is handl ed and pulled in use and is made by putting a great many short
strands of pure dyed wool through the rope, which secures themas the
lay is tightened. Further treatnent includes carefully conbing and
trimmng the sally, then a final stretch of the rope.

The firm al so does one-of f canvas jobs and a | arge range of
custoners appreciate this specialized treatnent. They also run a shop
selling rope, cord and associ ated products. Sone nmenbers had to be
| evered away fromthis with their purchases. Pritchards have been in
the rope and canvas busi ness since 1820 and they have a tradition of
| oyal fam |y nenbers anongst their enployees - a father and one son
were neki ng rope, while another was finishing sallies.

Penny had arranged lunch at a ridiculously |low price at a pub
al ongside the River Soar in the village of Zouch

Suitably fortified we noved on to Ellis’s Ropeworks in the
vill age of East Leake. This was in what had been a railway building
when there was a railway. They al so make bell ropes and the ropewal k
occupi ed the I ength of the building, which may be extended for even
nore rope, but as it is - like Pritchards - they can make 9Oft. bell
ropes.

Bell ropes are traditionally flax and the yarn - which is getting
scarce - nostly cones from Bel gium One devel opment at Ellis’s is the
splicing in of synthetic rope. Besides econom sing on flax, this is
nor e durabl e at the points of wear. The splice is done at the yarn stage
in the ropewal k, so is a manufacturing process; not any traditiona
splice. They al so showed us experinental rope made from sone unlikely
materials. Ellis’s also nake all kinds of canvas goods, including the
mar quees they hire or sell. Again nmenbers stocked up with attractive
cordage for macrane etc. and the car for Whki ng set of f with an enornous
free bag of wool offcuts for stuffing toys.

From there we noved on to Shardl ow to Dobson’s Boatyard, where
we wat ched a craftsman meki ng rope fenders for a canal narrow boat. A
roll ed piece of car tyre tread forns the noul d.

Wth all this interest along the way, the programme inevitably
ran late. W were to have visited the Canal Museum at Shardl ow, but
there was just tinme before closing to see their shop. Maybe anot her
time! This is certainly a day out (27 June) to be repeated.

- A

Thanks Penny
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Start
thus

step 1

1A

Clinbing guide (and |I.G K. T. founder nenber) Rob CHI SNALL in
Canada together with clinbing friend Jean-Marc Filion have di scovered
this neat way to tie the Al pine Butterfly.
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