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MOOT MISSES

Nancy 18 a meémber of one years standing with the 28th
Buffalo Explorer Post. She is sixteen years old, blue eyed
and blond. She enjoys rock music .such .as Steve Miller, Styx,
and Aerosmith. Her favorite color is bBlue and. she likes red
roses. Nancy enjoys all sports but her favorite must be swin-
mirig, as she instiucts three awimming classes a week and works :
as a 1ifeguard during the summer. With all her swimming you:
would almost expect her cooking to Xean towards fish, wrbng.
it is spaggetti. A+ school her favorite subject is computer
eleétroniies. She has no interest, or comments, on going steady
at the present moment. She bhelieves to belong te¢ the Secouting
organization, means to meet a lot of new péople and to make new
friends.
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E;haustion and Pullfillment Con't

I do not just mean "canoe1n§". Not that I wish to disparage

. that pastime, which is worth more than many another. But, looked

at closely, there is perhaps only a difference of money between

the canoeists of Lafontaine Park and those who dare to cross a lake,
make a portage, spend a night in a tent and return exhausted, always
in the care of a fatherly guide -- a brief interlude momentarily
interruptingithe normal course of digestion.

A canoeing expedltzon, which demands much more than that, is also
much more rewarding. .

It involyves a starting rather than a part1ng Although it assumes
the break1ng of ties, its purpose is not to destroy the past, but to
lay a foundation for the future. From now on, every living act will
be built on this step, which will serve as a base long after the return
of the expedition ... and until the next one.

What is essential at the beginning is the resolve to reach the.
saturation point, Ideally, the trip should end only when the members
are making no further progress within themselves. They sould not be
fooled, though, by a period of boredom, weariness or disgust; that is
not the end, but the last obstacle before it. Let saturation be serene!

So you must paddle for days, or weeks, or perhpas months on end. —
My friends and I were obliged on pain of death, to do more than a
thousand miles by canoe, from Montreal to Hudson Bay. But let no one
be deterred by a shortage of time. A more intense pace can compensate
for a shorter tr1p A .
o8

WHAT sets a canoeing expedition apart is that it purifies you more
rapdily and inescapably than any other, Travel a thousand miles by
train and you are -a brute; pedal five hundred on a bicycle and your
remain basically a bourgeols; paddle a hundred in a canoe and you -are
already a child of nature.

For 1t is a condltlon of such a trip that you entrust yourself,
stripped of your worldly goods, te nature. Cance and paddle, blanket
and knife, salt, pork, and flour, fishing rcda and rifle; that is about
the extent of your wealth. To remove all the useless material baggage
from a man's heritage is, at the same time, to fres his mind from ’
petty preoccupations, calculations and memories.

On the other hand, what fabulous and undeveloped mines are to be
found in nature, friendship and oneself! The paddier has no choice
but to draw everything from them. Later, forgetting that this habit
was adopted under duress, he will be astonished to find so many resources
within himself.

Nevertheless, he will have returned a more ardent believer from
a time when religion, like everything else, became simple. The
impossibility of scandal creates a new morality, and prayer becomes
a friendly chiding of the divinity, who has again become part of our
everyday affairs, My friend, Buy Viau, could say about our adventure,
"We got along very well with God, who is a damn good sport. Only once
did we threaten to break diplomatic relations is He continued to rain
on us. But we were joking. We would never have done so, and well He
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50 VARIETIES

AND A CUP OF
OUR SPECIALLY BLENDED
COFFEE

" A Friend along the way "

Before the camp, affter the camp,

after the meeting, drop into TIM'S

for one of our Delicious Donuts.

OPEN 24 HRS A DAY

275 Water Street, North
at Bishop Street
CAMBRIDGE
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Pizza Parlour & Spaghettl House ]

PICKUP - | DELIVERY
DINING | ROOM
20 LOCATIONS|IN SOUTHERN ONT.
10 SERV'E YOUu
CHECK THE YELLOW P AGES
FOR THE STORE NEAREST vou
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