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SECTION |
HISTORY

The February 1941 issue of The Scouter magazine
from England related events occurring at the
Annual Meeting of the Council of the Boy Scout
Association, held on 29 January, 1941. The
following quotation is gemain to the theme of this
monograph.

“ At the Annual Meeting, it was decided to
introduce a new branch of Scouting, Air Scouts, for
boys of scout age. It is not intended to extend it to
Rovers at present, nor should Cubs be given this
training, though, where a Pack is part of an Air
Scout Group, an * air * atmosphere may be
introduced in games and stories.

“ Air Scouts should receive the ordinary
Scout training together with additional training
appropriate to the branch. Special attention should
be given to those parts of the first class tests, which
have a particular value in this connection, and the
following proficiency badges will be especially
valuable:

[I have omitted a list of 26 badges here. AH]



“ Three new proficiency badges have been
introduced, being;

1. Air Apprentice  [requirements omitted. AH]
2. Air Mechanic “ “ “
3. Air Navigator “
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“ Literature for the Air Scouts will be available as
soon as possible.

“ The uniform for Air Scouts is as for Scouts, but
with the following differences:

Shirt or jersey grey

Shorts Dark blue
Stockings Plain dark blue
Cap Soft without peak;

dark blue; with the Scout badge between the letters
‘A’ and ‘S’ all in lighter blue onthe left-hand side.

“ Scouters of the Air scouts branch will wear
uniform as for other Scouters, but the shirt or jersey
must be grey, and the shorts and stocking dark blue.
If a uniform coat is desired it should be grey. The
Air Scout cap will be wormn by Scouters of that
branch with the A.S. badge in red for A.S. Ms,,
green for the S. M., and purple for Commissioners.

“ Scouts and Scouters taking up Air
Scouting but not wishing at first to buy a new
uniform may continue to wear ordinary uniform



until replacement become necessary. This,
however, does not apply to the hat; the Air Scout
cap with the A.S. badge must be wom.

“ Air Scouts will wear the same badges of rank as
other Scouts, except that there will be no special cap
badge for patrol leaders.

“ Air Scouters will wear the same badges of rank as
other Scouters, except that the cap badges will be of
the A.S. type as described.

“ A Scouter proposing to form an Air Scout Troop
or Patrol must first of all obtain the permission of
hisD.C. “ #1

In turn, the Annual Report of the Canadian Boy
Scouts Association, for the year ending 31
December 1941, contained the following paragraph:



“ Air Scouts — for the first time in the history of the
movement in Canada, Air Scouts are recorded in the
membership. [Author’s note: Does this mean they
existed prior to 19407]. The Flying Lions badges
introduced in 1940 and the Air Patrols authorized it
1941 are meeting with success. During the period
under review 142 Red Wing badges and 19 Silver
Wing badges were awarded to Scouts satisfactorily
completing this training.” #2

In Canada, a special committee had been set up 1n
1940 to review Scout participation in an aviation
program. It was decided that particular attention
would be paid to the skill peripheral to flying, as 1t
was felt that the end of combat would see the
release of may flyers and maintenance personnel,
causing a surplus in these vocational field. By the
3" quarter of the year [194] a new program had
been introduced into the troop, called “The Flying
Lions. “ The program was based on two levels of
proficiency, with awards known as * Red Wing
and © Silver wing °, which were awarded as the
required levels of proficiency were reached [Please
see the * tear-out  flyer for a full list of
requirements. AH]

The ‘Red Wing ‘ was named after the i3 WING,
the first airplane declgned and flown by a Canadlan:
F.W. [Casey] Baldwin, in March of 1908 The
‘Silver Wing” was named after the =17 %1 155
the second plane designed and ﬂown by a Canadlan



J.A.D. McCurdy, in February of 1909. The badges
were as the cover illustration, embroidered with red
or silver thread respectively, and worn above the
right pocket of the Scout uniform, directly above
the “BOY SCOUTS — CANADA “ strip, and at the
left of the Leaping Wolf badge. #3,4,5

The design of, and qualifications for, this badge was
drawn up by a committee of prominent Canadian
Scouters:

Chairman: Col. Frank Chappell, Oshawa
W.B. Cairns, Provincial President, Ont

S.B. McMichael, Dominion Executive Board
John A. Stiles, Executive Chief Commissioner
E.F. Mills, Executive Secretary, Manitoba

J. Harry Rigg, D.C., Oshawa

F.S. Abbott, J L. Smith, J R K. Main, and
W.B.V. Riddell of the Dominion Department of
Civil Aviation provided advisory assistance. #6

It was obvious, from chronological events
recorded in the Scout Leader and the Annual Report
that the first part of the program was to give the
Scout the opportunity to earn his Flying Lion
badges. During this initial period, and until the
middle of 1941, he was strictly a member of a troop.
In June of 1941 troops were authorized to form Air
Patrols. The patrol was to have it’s own distinctive



blue beret with a special ¢ AP.” embroidered badge
and Air Patrol Flag [only two patrol names were
first authorized- Spitfire and Hurricane — both
historic names in the Battle of Britain]. A dark blue
Air Patrol Shoulder Knot was also authorized for
wear.

There were other worthwhile restrictions
placed into this program, which will be covered
later. In order to make sure that the primary
emphasis remained mindful of the basic ideals of
Scouting.

The following are the total descriptive
accounts of the program as found in the Boy Scouts
of Canada Annual Reports from 1942 to 1946. It
shows that, although few boys were registered as
Air Scouts, many boys in the troops worked on, and
received, the Flying Lions proficiency badges. It
also demonstrates why the program phased out in



1947, although the proficiency badges remained
until 1951, when they were official withdrawn.

1942 - Air Scouts. — The second year’s report on
this new branch showed an enrolment of 52.
In 1941 eighteen were reported. It should be
noted that the individual Scouts or Patrols
studying for the Flying Lions badges carry
on much Air Scout work.

Flying Lions. - Some concern regarding the
event upon Scout membership of the
energetic enrolment campaign of the newly
formed Air Cadets, with their free Air Force
type uniform, was largely balanced during
the year by an Air Cadet change of policy
aimed to discourage enlistment of boys
under 15. in several cases a substantial
number of the Cadet applicants were given a
Flying Lions leaflet, with the suggestion that
they join the Scouts, and take the Flying
Lions course.

Whether in part as a result of this, there was
a marked increase in Flying Lions training,
in small groups and in classes up to 80, as at
Toronto and Winnipeg. The other courses
were reported at Halifax, Dartmouth,
Sydney, Yarmouth and New Glasgow, the
latter including Scouts from Westville,
Stellarton, Lourdes and Eureka: in New
Brunswick at Saint John, Moncton and St.
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Stephen: in Quebec at Montreal: in Ontario
at Ottawa, St. Thomas and Windsor: and at
Vancouver. The result in badges awarded
was 193 Red Wings and 35 Silver Wings, as
against 19 Red Wings in 1941 when the
course were launched.

A warm thanks is expressed to the R.C.AF.

training station commandants and instructos
made available for these courses, also to the
several civilian pilots concerned. A number
of the instructors were former Scouters.

1943  Scouts. Only the Provinces of Quebec and
Ontario show Air Scout membership.
There were 37.

1944  Air Scouts.- This new branch shows a small
increase. It may be noted that substantial interest
has been maintained in the Scout Flying Lions
[aircraft] Proficiency badge, 197 having been
awarded during the yeat.

1945. Air Scouts. — With the cessation of hostilities
there was a drop in Air Scout activity due possibly
to the closing of Air Force stations, and the
dispersal of personnel who had been serving as
leaders and instructors of Air Scout groups.
Membership dropped from 66 to 29, but despite ths
figure some 100 Flying Lions [Red Wings] and 19
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Flying Lions [Silver Wings] badges were won
during the year by Air and other Scouts.

1946  Air Scouts. - This branch, which grew out of
wartime interest in aviation, reduced its members
from 29 to 16 in 1946.

At the first, instructional material and
guidance for this program was scarce. Basically,
the first printed matter was “The Flying Lions”
leaflet, reproduced as a tear-out to this booklet.

This small folder contained the tests in detail and
was available from Provincial Headquarters. It was
also published in Volume 18, Number 1, of The
Scout Leader [now called The Canadian Leader].
For interim guidance the Scout Leader published an
excellent four-page article [Vol.18, #3] by Inspector
JR.K. Main, of the Civilian Aviation Division,
Dominion Department of Transport, under the title,
“Hints n Flying and How to Help a Pilot.”
[Photocopies available on request.] It wasn’t until
November or December of 1940 that the first
textbook was made available. Its issuance had been
delayed by the calling — up of the original writer,
Captain W.B.V Riddell. The textbook was
available from Provincial Headquarters, at 15 cents,
and titled, “ The Boy Scout Airman Flying Lions
Tests.” With the exception of some additional
guidelines published very occasionally in the Scout
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Leader, no other text material was available for the
program.

OFFICIAL AIR PATROL FLAGS.

SECTION I
RESTRICTION AND THE THEQORY
BEHIND THEM

When B-P. came up with a forma structure
for Scouting, his ultimate goal was to give a young
man comprehensive “fun” experiences to prepare
him for his adult life. A strong part of this program
was living the outdoors and preparing both the mind
and the body to cope with everyday living and

13



situations. After quite a bit of thought, work, and
experimentation a program evolved which turned a
young boy into a strong young man. It led him up
through increasingly more difficult skill levels, with
associated proficiency skills to be learned, until he
reached the top skill level [King’s Scout, Queen’s
Scout, Eagle Scout, etc.] At this point he was now
ready to start Scouting in earnest. He could apply
his learned skills in /scouting, in teaching younger
Scouts, and in life as a young adult.

The Dominion Executive Board, and Dominion
Headquarters, fully realizing the above, felt that Air
Scouting, per se, must remain within the troop and
in no way detract from the ‘way of life’ being
promoted in Scouting by it’s emphasis on camping,
woodcraft, etc. #8

The Air Patrol was to be formed within the Scout
Troop. To be eligible for membership in the Air
Patrol, a Scout had to be 14 and have eamed his °
Red Wings.” The Patrol would participate in
normal troop activities [i.e., meetings, camps,
displays, hikes, etc.] and only separate for
specialized instruction required in the aeronautical
field.

The Scouts in an Air Patrol were encouraged to
qualify for their First Class Badges and their *

Silver Wings.” Scouts who were not members of an
Air Patrol were also encouraged to qualify for both
their ‘Red Wings’ and ‘Silver Wings.” However, to
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be called and Air Scout the Scout must 1] be a
member of an Air Patrol and 2] have earned his
‘Silver Wings.” [Note: This slight discrimination
may have contributed, in part, to the decline and
eventual dissolution of the program. —AH]. If the
Scout qualified for 1 and 2 above, he was
authorized to wear the AIR SCOUT badge directly
above his BOY SCOUTS CANADA BADGE [I
assume this former is the ‘Silver Wings’ badge].

In summary, the Executive Board felt that © the
badges available to them as part of their instruction
in Air Scouting — First Class, etc., plus work for
their King’s Scout badges — along with participation
in general Troop activities, should keep them fully
occupied for as long as they remain in Scouting.’
#9.
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SECTION HI
RECORDED EVENTS FROM THE
SCOUT LEADER

Some of the reports, as presented in The Scout
Leader during the period 1940 to 1945, are
interesting and rather enlightening for the period. A
selection of them follows, for the most part
paraphrased. The date is included for the interested
researcher who may want to delve further.

‘Dec 1940 — District training course for Toronto
Scouts at St. Andrews Hall, Simcoe St. Included
instructions in guiding aircraft to safe emergency
landings and procedures to be followed in the event
of an aircraft crash. Scoutmaster Lloyd Smith, of
the 100™ Troop, was one of the instructors.

‘Feb 1941 — alist of 21 Aero or Flying Clubs was
presented as a possible source of help for Scouts in
qualifying for the ‘Flying Lions.’

‘Mar 1941 — RAF veteran [WWI], Mr. R.C. Jarvis,
served as an instructor for air-minded Scouts of the
1** Ormstown, Quebec.
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Flight Lieutenant R R. Dennis was appointed to
instruct a class of Halifax [N.S.] Scouts for the
Flying Lions test.

Scoutmaster G.E. Sulman of the 1* Cannington
Troop, Ontario, was the first to request a copy of the
Flying Lions Tests.

86 Toronto Scouts were ready for their Red Wings
tests. For those who passed, it was hoped to have
Mr. J.A. D. McCurdy [of Silver Dart fame] present
their badges [did he ? — AH].

‘Sept 1941 - Squadron Leader C.E. Creighton,
R.C.AF. presented Red Wings to the first 28
Halifax Scouts to complete the tests. Seventy
Scouts took the course. Air Force co-operation was
essential and ‘splendid’.

‘ Dec 1941 - A Flying Lions course for some 50
scouts was started at St. Thomas, arranged by
District SM Albert Shipman and under the direction
of Mr. Jack Sheperd, of the R.C.AF. Technical

Training School.

‘Jan 1942 - Flying Officers under Wing
Commander N. G. McGregor conducted a Flying
Lions class for Yarmouth Scouts. The Scouts also
had the opportunity to visit R.C.AF. aircraft.

N
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- OQver a two to three month period, Flying Officers
C.HP. Killick [former DC for South Winnipeg] and
Basil Rabnett conducted Flying Lions classes in
Winnipeg. They covered the Airmen’s and Aero
Mechanic’s Proficiency Badges and some 85 Scouts
attended.

‘Feb 1942 - Nova Scotia’s first Silver Wings were
awarded to five scouts of the 2™ Westville Troop
[Gordon C. Thompson, John B. Thompson, William
MacNeil, F.Stewart Baillie and Donald Dickerson].
Red Wings were awarded to seven scouts of the 1
Stellarton and 2™ Lourdes Troops. Mr. Monty
Banks of the Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Company
was the instructor. Mr. Banks was a former
president of the Ottawa Aeronautical Society.

- Four British Columbia scouts and one Quebec
scout passed their tests and received their Silver
Wings.

- Toronto’s second Flying Lions course opened at
the College of Scouting under Squadron Leader
T.E.W. Brown of the R. A F. and Flying Officer
Wilson of the R.C.AF.

- At St. Stephen, N.B., Scout Frank Hailey was the
first of ten scouts to qualify for the Red Wings.
Flight Lieutenant J.C. McKenzie of the Eastern Air
Command conducted the tests.
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- Ottawa’s first Silver Wings went to Troop Leader
Donald Whittier of the 17" Ottawa. Flying Officer
William Wilcox made the presentation.

- Dartmouth, N.S., completed a Flying Lions
Course under the direction of a Petty Officer of the
Fleet Air Arm.

- Scoutmaster J.C. Fairhurst of the 23rs Windsor
Troops, a civilian flyer, instructed a seven-week
Red Wing Course for Windsor, Ont. Scouts.

- AC Herb Scott, a former Windsor Scouter,
instructed a 2™ Flying Lions Course in Halifax.

“May 1942 - Air Cadets under age of 15 are
being dropped from the program and encouraged tx
join a Scout Troop and take the Flying Lions
Course.

— Wing Commander T.E.-W. Brown[he was a
Squadron Leader in February], instructor of the
Flying Lions Course, acted as A.S.M. of the 74"
Toronto Troop. On the Flying Lions Course Flyiny
Officer Wilson assisted him.

‘Nov 1942 - Five scouts at St. Stephan, N.B., were

awarded their Red Wings following Sunday parade
at Memorial School auditorium.
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- Eight St. Thomas, Ont., scouts received their
Flying Lions badges at Dominion “Day ceremonies.
Wing Commander B.H. Rolles of the R.C.AF.
Technical Training School made the presentation.

- At Maidstone, Sk., four scouts received their Red
Wings and one his Silver Wings. The Maidstone
scouts participated in activities at the R.AF.
training station at North Battleford.

* Apr 1943 - One hundred Toronto scouts took the
Red Wing Course at the Toronto College of
Scouting,

‘Sept 1943 - Fifteen Vancouver [B.C.] scouts from
five troops completed their training for Red Wings
badges. Chief test Pilot Pat Howard of Boeing
Aircraft made the presentation.

‘Jan 1944 - [This was the last mention of the
Flying Lions in the Scout Leader]. During 1944 the
largest [130 scouts] and most successful Flying
Lions course was staged in Vancouver. Ninety-five
scouts completed the course, with 64 boys winning
their Red Wings, one his Silver Wings, and 231
Proficiency badges being qualified for at the end.
Scoutmaster Peter Smith of the 57" Vancouver
Troop organized and ran the training. Personnel
from Boeing Aircraft and the R.C.AF. assisted in
the instructional phase. The scouts had a field trip
to the R.C.A F. station at Sea Island. The final event
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was a model plane ‘ Flying Meet at Connaught

Park.
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